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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

 

  

1.1 Background of the Study  

English is taught in Indonesian schools as a foreign language which mostly learned and 

used in the formal situation such as courses and the school. It is different from English 

as a second language which is used not only learned and used in a formal situation but 

also used in daily activity. 

 

It is likely that there will be situation during the lesson in foreign language classroom 

that mother tongue will be used as a medium of instruction. While mother tongue is 

switched to the target language, code-switching happen in a foreign language 

classroom. Two languages  exist  in  the  classroom,  leads  to  a  situation  in  which  

codes or languages  are switched.  It is in line with Jamshidi and Navehebraim (2013) 

statement, “code-switching is the alternation of two languages within a single 

discourse, sentence, or constituent.” In addition, Lin (2013:1-2) states that classroom 

“code-switching is used to refer to the alternating use of more than one linguistic 

code in the classroom by any of the classroom participants (e.g., teacher, students, 

teacher aide).” On the other hand, most studies have analyzed code-switching on the 

basis of its oral production, with few on its written production.  



Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia 

 

 
 

Moreover, code-switching is a good thing to be implemented in the setting of foreign 

language classsroom which reflects an intelectual adventage as stated by Hughes, 

Shaunessy, Brice, Ratliff, & McHatton, (2006) that code switching, rather than 

reflecting the traditional view of a disadvantaged and semiliterate background, 

actually reflects an intellectual advantage. Supported by Sert (2005), that code-

switching can be used for self expression and is a way of modifying language for the 

sake of personal intention. Sert (2005) also suggests that code-switching can have a 

positive effect on foreign language classroom which when we switch the language we 

build a bridge from the known, our native language to the unknown, target language. 

 

SMAN 1 Kalianda is located in Jl. Kol. Makmun Rasyid 149, Kalianda, South 

Lampung, Lampung. The school has some English teachers that have a good ability 

in teaching English based on the teacher’s teaching experiences. In teaching and 

learning process, the teacher consider that the use of code-switching make it 

effective (Ulfah, 2014). In addition, when the teacher switches the language from 

target language or foreign language into student’s mother tongue, it enables the 

teacher to deliver the material or means to the students easier (Ulfah, 2014). 

 

In regards to the discussion above, a study on code-switching in foreign language 

classroom is important to be conducted. This study aims to investigate the functions 

of code-switching used by English teachers in foreign language classroom. It is 

https://id.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Kota_Kalianda&action=edit&redlink=1
https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lampung
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important for teachers, because in learning activities they have to switch the language 

in order maximizing the effectiveness of learning language environment, such as 

understanding and comfortability of students in learning. As argued by Brown 

(2006), “Code-switching is a strategy that a bilingual uses to transmit her/his content 

effectively.” Therefore, the writer is interested to analyze the use of code-switching 

used by English teachers in foreign language classroom. 

 

1.2 Research Question  

Based on the background of the study, the writer interested in formulating the 

research question as follow:  

What are the functions of code-switching used by English teachers in a foreign 

language classroom? 

 

1.3 Research Objective 

The objective of this study is to find the function of code-switching used by English 

teachers in a foreign language classroom . 

 

1.4 Uses of Study  

The uses of this study are divided into theoretical and practical uses. 
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1.4.1 Theoretical Uses 

This research is to give the knowledge and an understanding about code-switching 

used by English teachers in foreign language classroom that will be useful and 

benefited for them. Besides, other researcher also can adopt the theories of code-

switching that is used by the writer. Therefore, the research finding about code-

switching and theory will give additional information to the other researchers. 

 

1.4.2 Practical Uses 

Practically, this research can be used as the reference for other students and 

researchers who wants conducts a research pertaining to code-switching. Moreover, 

the results of this research can be used as additional knowledge to improve students’ 

abilities in terms of o analyzing code-switching in foreign language classroom. 

 

1.5 Scope of the Study 

In this research, the writer focuses on the function of code-switching, how teacher use 

code-switching in foreign language classroom. The objects of this reserach are three 

English teachers in academic year 2017-2018 at SMAN 1 Kalianda. The writer will 

use the theory from Sert (2005) to do this research 

 


