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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Gender is one of the features that divides the human race into two categories 

which creates characteristics that are common with man and woman. Basically, 

both men and women have the different ways of speech. It makes two types of 

language, men’s language and women’s language. According to Lakof (1975:6) 

“Probably both men and women first learn women’s language as their first 

language”, because women are the dominant influences in the live of most 

children. By the time children are ten or so, and split up into some-sex peer 

groups, the two languages are already present. Men have unlearned their original 

form of expression and adopted new forms of expression, while the girls retain 

their old ways of speech (Lakoff, 1975). The old way of speech means that 

woman tend to use super polite form of speech and avoidance of strong swear 

words  which is in line with linguistic features of women’s language.  

The characteristics of language which are used by women are different in every 

countries. For instance, in Hunan Province, China, there is  calligraphy used only 

by women. It was referred to Nüshu. Nüshu has been defined as a written 

language which contains more than 2000 characters. Nüshu letters reflect 

women’s joy and sorrow. Although nüshu was only used by women, sometimes 

men can usually understand it if they hear it read aloud (Cuellar, 2006). While in 

Japan, there are some personal pronouns, politeness and honorifics sentence-

elements and interjections more likely used by women. For example, in using 
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negative auxilary, the word “nano” is used only by women in search for 

agreement ( Vranic, 2013). Then in United States, Black American Communities 

have some features of women’s language. Denise Troutman-Robinson in Ceullar 

(2006) explains that, researchers such as Marsha Houston Stanback and 

Gwendolyn Etter-Lewis, have characterized Black women’s language features, 

there are Signifying, reading dialect, culturally toned diminutives, and bold 

speech. 

The pioneer of women’s language, Lakoff (1975:6) stated that “women’s 

language forms are associated with women’s values and feminity. Women should 

have certain features to be shown in the society because women’s language 

indicates the characteristics of women’s role and behavior”. It means that we can 

learn the characteristic of women’s behavior and role in society, therefore a study 

about women’s language is important to be conducted. 

According to Mohindra & Azhar (2012), during the conversation, both women 

and men sometimes use a different language. For those who didn’t know the 

characteristics of women’s and men’s language, it will cause misunderstanding 

during the conversation. Thus the study of women’s language is important to 

decrease misunerstanding between the each speakers. 

Oprah Winfrey speech  is used as the object of the study. Oprah Winfrey is an 

American television host, actress, producer, entrepreneur and also a motivator. 

Firstly, she is best known for her talk show, The Oprah Winfrey Show was the 

highest-rated television program of its kind in history and was nationally 

syndicated from 1986 to 2011 in Chicago, Illinois. Oprah Winfrey known as one 
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of the most influental African American of her generation and the most influental 

American woman in history. She also well known with some motivation speech. 

In her speech, Oprah often talks about the issue which is related with woman. In 

addition according to Pamekasih (2017) who analyzed The Comparison Of 

Language Used Between Ellen Degeneres and Oprah Winfrey in Their 

Conversation with Michelle Obama. The way Oprah talks is using language which 

is far from impolite language  which is in line with  the characteristics of women’s 

language which served by Lakof (1975).  

The research about women’s linguistics features has been conducted by some 

previous researchers which had different results. Oktapiani and Setyowati (2017) 

investigate about women’s language features found in female character’s 

utterances in the Devil Wears Prada movie. In their researh, they found that 

intensifier is the most frequent women’s language features used by female. Then, 

gender differences in the use of hedges, tag questions, intensifiers, empty 

adjectives, and adverbs: a comparative study in the speech of men and women 

was conducted by  Hanafiyeh and Afgari  (2014). From their research, they found 

that women and men have the different linguistics style in conversation. Women 

are more linguistically conservative than men. While, Jakobsson (2010) held an 

analysis about a study of female language features in same – sex conversation. In 

his research, he found that hedges as the most common feature used in his 

research.  
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1.2 Research Question 

Reffering to background of the study above, the problem of this research is 

formulated  as follows: 

What are woman’s linguistic features used in Oprah Winfrey’s speech and the 

function of using each of the features? 

 

1.3 Research Objective 

Concerning on the research question, the research purposes made in this research 

as follows: 

To describe woman’s linguistic features used in Oprah Winfrey and the function 

of using each of the features. 

 

 

1.4. Uses of the Study 

The finding of this research  is expected  to be useful both in theoritically and 

practically.  

1.4.1 Theoretical Uses 

Theoritically, this research is expected to enlarge  knowledge about language and 

gender study especially about woman’s language features, Besides, this research 

can help linguistic’s students to show that women have special langauge features 

which must be know by everyone. 
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1.4.2 Practical Uses 

Practically, this research can be used as additional references and information for 

the next researches related with the same field that is going to discuss the same 

object or topic, and give more understanding for the next researches in linguistic 

field, especially in woman’s linguistic features. 

 

1.5 Scope of the Study 

This research used Oprah Winfrey speech entitled “Power of Believe” as the 

object of the study. The data were from the utterances which indicated linguistic 

features of women’s language in form of word, phrase, and clause. This research 

used theory about women’s language features from Lakoff (1975) and language 

function from Jakobson (1960). The result of this discussion only concern on 

woman’s language features and the function of using each of the features.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


