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CHPATER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Halliday (1985) defines Theme as the beginning or starting point of the sentence, 

first element of sentence. In other words, Theme typically contains familiar, old or 

given information. Theme provides the setting for the remainder of the sentence – 

rheme. According to Halliday, Rheme is defined as the remainder of the message 

in a clause in which Theme is developed, main content of the sentence, or it can 

be said rheme typically contains unfamiliar or new information. Furthermore, 

Wang (2008) stated that new information is knowledge that a writer assumes the 

reader does not know, but needs to have in order to follow the progression of the 

argument. The boundary between Theme and Rheme is simple: theme is the first 

element occurring in a clause, the remainder clause is rheme.  

 

The initial place has an enormous importance in a clause. Whatever is chosen to 

be the in the first place will influence a reader’s interpretation of everything that 

comes next. Hoey (2005) further added that what comes first (i.e., in Theme 

position) in an English clause is vital for how readers view the text as message 

because they are culturally primed to have certain expectations about Theme and 

Rheme. The new information located in rheme position. The balance and 

movement of a clause between theme and rheme is an essential component in 

composing a cohesive text. If writers fail to control the flow of information from 
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theme to rheme, their text is difficult for a reader to follow, because there is no 

clear signpost directing the reader, who therefore cannot easily follow the 

progression of an idea or argument (Downing, 2001). The thematic choice also 

becomes important as the theme is the focus of the clause, it helps to control the 

flow of information and facilitates the readers to predict the development of the 

text (Daniello, 2012). If the writer has already maintained their thematic choice in 

their writing, there must be some patterns that can be analyzed in the writing 

result, so that the reader can understand the flow of ideas in the text. Based on the 

explanation above, this presents study aims to analyze the text development by 

identifying the thematic choice and patterns of thematic progression.  

 

This study will analyze a short story entitled The Warlock’s Hairy Heart, which 

included in book The Tales of Beedle the Bard. The book is a collection of five 

stories (fairy tales) which is still attached to seven book of Harry Potter, since its 

stories are tales in Harry Potter story. The short story The Warlock’s Hairy Heart 

is chosen since it was written by the great author who writes the Harry Potter 

series, J. K. Rowling. There are some reasons why Thematic progression becomes 

the main focus and important in analyzing the short story. First, thematic 

progression is used to organize the principles where new information is conveyed 

in the context (Hutchin, 1987). Second, it is used to represent the text 

development (Grabe & Kaplan, 1996). Third, it is used to organize the texts in a 

linear and coherent way (Butt, et. al, 2000). In addition, as a work of a great 

author, the short story may have certain thematic patterns that can be analyzed. No 

one knows for sure which thematic pattern is used. Therefore it is important to 
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analyze the thematic choice and thematic progression since both of them can 

contribute in achieving a cohesive text. 

 

1.2 Research Question 

What are the thematic choice and thematic progression in short story The 

Warlock’s Hairy Heart by J.K. Rowling?  

 

1.3 Objective of the Study 

To investigate, identify and analyze the thematic choice and thematic progression 

in short story The Warlock’s Hairy Heart by J.K. Rowling. 

 

1.4 Uses of the Study 

This research has benefits both theoretically and practically. Theoretically, this 

research investigates the classification of the thematic choices and also the types 

of thematic progression in short story. Besides, this research enriches the 

knowledge for the researcher and the readers in determining theme-rheme 

organization inside of short story. Thus, this research paper increases and expands 

the researchers’ and the readers’ knowledge about thematic studies. Hence, 

knowledge of thematic choice and thematic progression can contribute to the 

ability to produce a cohesive text (Bloor and Bloor, 2004). A cohesive text may be 

achieved by selecting the appropriate element as the theme in the clause. If this 

knowledge is acquired successfully, it may lead to the improvement of the writing 
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skill for language learners as they are able to convey their written message 

cohesively. 

 

Practically, the data from this research can be used or applied in teaching about 

thematic studies. This research is also beneficial as the material of teaching 

English in EFL/ESL classroom especially in writing. Besides, the data can also be 

used as an alternative way to know how the pattern of theme and rheme 

elaborated in short story. This research paper is also valuable for new research 

concerning on thematic study  since it provides references about thematic study 

especially on thematic choices and thematic progresion. In addition, thematic 

progression may also help learners to understand the flow of ideas in texts. 

 

1.5 Scope of  the Study 

In this research, the writer focuses on analyzing of theme and rheme organization 

inside of  The Warlock’s Hairy Heart by J.K. Rowling. This short story is one of 

the short stories collection book entitled The Tales of Beedle the Bard. The theory 

is adopted from Butt (2000) for thematic choice and Bloor and Bloor (2004) for 

thematic progression. The writer uses thematic choice concept by Butt (2000) 

since according to him, theme is said to be the important element and is typically 

realized in the first part of the clause. Therefore, an item existing in the first 

division of the sentence is given “thematic status” or the type of the theme. For 

the thematic progression, the writer applies concept of thematic progression by 

Bloor and Bloor (2004) since they have suggested 4 patterns of thematic 
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progression compare to another expert like Eggins (1994) which only suggested 3 

patterns of thematic progression. In this case, Bloor and Bloor have 1 new pattern 

of thematic progression which is derived theme pattern. 

 


