
CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1. Background of Study 

 

In Indonesia, the national language is called Bahasa Indonesia or Indonesian. In 

education, students have to understand how to use language when communicate 

with others and understand how to use the language well. However, not all of 

Indonesians use national language as their first language. For students in rural 

area they use local language as mother tongue or first language to communicate. 

Mother tounge is a language that a person learned as a child at home from older 

family member (UNESCO, 2008). Usually, that language can influence them 

when they want to learn second language  or foreign language. 

Nowadays, there are some languages that students must be able to master. One of 

them is English. Goverment selects English language in Indonesia as the Foreign 

Language to be learned at school. Students in this country, Indonesia, are 

expected to able to speak English due to its importance in global communication. 

This is why, goverment integrates English into curriculum for students starting 

from in elementary school until in tertiary education level. 

According to Cruttenden (1997), intonation and pronunciation should be part of 

knowledge requirement for student when learning English. However, accent from  

background language influenced speakers when they pronounce words. Those 

they might find difficulties to learn the second language. Same with intonation 

and pronunciation, the difficulties of learning of second language is when faces 



consonant because of every two languages has two complex systems (Cruttenden, 

1994) evenmore in phonotatic distribution of consonant (Wells, 1995). Consonant 

are sounds made by a closure or narrowing in the vocal tract so that the airflow is 

either completely blocked, or so restricted that audible friction is produced 

(Crystal, 2002). 

This futher concludes that investigating consonant problems of students learning 

English with background language that is local language is very interesting to do. 

The author interested to investigate pronunciation problems that faced by English 

learners with strong background language of Lampungnese. Therefore, this study 

will analyze consonant of production problem by Lampungnese. It become the 

concern this research to be conducted.This research focused on consonant 

production problem of students when learning English as their second language 

with using qualitative research as research design and observation as data 

collecting technique. 

  



1.2. Research Question 

 

Based on the explanation, the researcher has a research question as follow : 

1. What consonant production problems are faced by Lampungnese English 

learners? 

1.3. Research Objective 

 

The object of this research is :  

1. To analyze Lampungnese English learner faces consonant English 

language. 

1.4 The Uses of The Study 

 

The uses of this study is divided into theoretical and practical uses. 

1.4.1 Theoretical Use 

 

Theoretically, this research will give the readers knowledge about the 

phonology study, especially consonants production of Lampungnese 

English learner. And hopefully, this research will give information and 

contributions for the next researchers that want to analyze about 

differences consonant of Lampung language and English language. In 

addition, the readers might  realize, when some people can not speak 

foreign language as easy as when they talking with their first language it 

must be have a reason. 

 

 



1.4.2 Practical Uses 

 

The writer hopes this research will make the readers can apply phonetic 

study in daily conversation with using English. And hopefully, teacher can 

understand, this is will be a factor why their student can not speak English 

consonant correctly, because of their background language. So, for 

student, this research might help the student when learn English.   

1.5 Scope of Study 

 

In this research, the writer focused on consonant production problems of 

Lampungnese English learner. This research will focus on tertiary student when 

learning English and focused on how Indonesian tertiary student with basic 

language is local language spoken at home, especially Lampungnese, producing 

English consonant. 


