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ABSTRACT 

 

Analysis of Presuppositions Used in  

the Main Character of Split (2016) Movie 

 

Dimas Ardian Febriansyah 

20111026 

 

Presupposition plays an important role in language use. This study aims to 

analyze the types of presupposes used by the main character and his alters in the 

movie of Split (2016), directed by M. Night Shyamalan. The main character is 

Kevin Wendell Crumb, who suffers from Dissociative Identity Disorder (DID). In 

this study, Yule's (1996) theory and the descriptive qualitative method were 

employed to identify the types and their effects on the narrative and 

characterization of the movie. The writer conduct the research by watching the 

movie repeatedly, reading the movie script, looking at the subtitles, classify and 

highlight the dialogue, related to the presupposition. 

The writer found out that there all 6 different types of presupposition that found in 

the movie. Those presuppositions are existential presupposition, factive 

presupposition, non-factive presupposition, lexical presupposition, structural 

presupposition, and counter-factual presupposition. A total of 70 data were found, 

covering various types of presuppositions. The findings have shown that the use 

of presumptions can be used in different contexts and that their use can influence 

readers' or listeners' perceptions by shaping their understanding of the text.  

This research contributes to the fields of movie studies and linguistics, offering a 

new perspective on the interaction between language and psychology in 

storylines. The theoretical use of this research can be useful for students and 

linguists who are interested in the study of preposition and its role in 

communication. 

Keywords: Linguistic, Pragmatic, Presupposition, Split Movie 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1. 1. Background of Study 

The Split Movie, directed by M. Night Shyamalan, delves into the complex 

psychological landscape of its main character, Kevin Wendell Crumb, who suffers 

from Dissociative Identity Disorder (DID). Kevin's mind hosts 23 different 

personalities, with the 24th entity, known as "The Beast", emerging as the most 

formidable. The Split movie presents various issues surrounding Kevin Wendell 

Crumb's mental health struggles. The movie depicts his battle with Dissociative 

Identity Disorder, where each identity competes for control, reflecting different 

aspects of his psyche. The emergence of "The Beast" represents a survival 

mechanism born of severe childhood abuse. This psychological thriller raises 

questions about the nature of identity, the impact of trauma, and the limits of 

human endurance. Understanding linguistic subtleties, such as presuppositions in 

dialogue, provides deeper insight into the minds of characters and the film's 

underlying themes. The movie explores themes of trauma, identity, and survival, 

providing a rich narrative ripe for linguistic analysis. One important aspect of this 

movie's dialogue is the use of implicit assumptions or what are called 

presuppositions that are taken for granted in communication.  

Presuppositions are a linguistic phenomenon that extends beyond spoken 

language and has emerged as a challenging field of research in linguistics. This 

idea relates to presumptions that are subtly present in a statement or query and 
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that, to be properly understood, need for shared knowledge or a specific context. 

Understanding presuppositions helps us to see that language carries a wealth of 

hidden meanings that add depth and color to communication in addition to 

conveying plain facts. Consider the simple sentence, "I forgot to get my book." 

This sentence gives the impression that the speaker already knows or believes that 

they should receive the book. Based on the context or shared knowledge of the 

speaker, we as listeners construct this understanding. Through the presentation 

and analysis of examples like this, we can explore the complexity of the 

presupposition phenomenon and explore its practical consequences in everyday 

communication.  

Presupposition by definition is things that the speaker assumes before 

saying (Yule, 1996). This is often a basis or rationale that is assumed to be known 

or accepted by the audience or reader before any other information or argument is 

provided. This is to say that presupposition is the foundation element of what 

people want to say that is also assumed by the reader or the listener (Perl, 2020). 

Therefore, the writer means that presupposition is an assumption or view that is 

considered correct or has been previously accepted by the speaker or writer, 

without providing further explanation. Presupposition, as a linguistic 

phenomenon, has been widely studied in various forms of discourse, including 

movies. Asmawanti (2019) stated, "Pragmatics is the study of the use of language 

in context, and presupposition is an important phenomenon in pragmatic 

linguistics". This is also explained by Chaniago (2022) that pragmatics studies 

how to understand a conversation based on its context. 
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This phenomenon is also explored by other students in different contexts, 

such as in movies like The Fault in Our Stars (Luciyana, 2020) and Crazy Rich 

Asians (Asmawanti, 2019), advertisements (Hikmah, 2017; Tang, 2019), and 

news discourse (Siahaan & Mubarak, 2020; Manu, 2020). In the Split movie, the 

presupposition is seen through the assumption that Kevin has 23 different 

personalities. Since the start of the movie, the writer has accepted this supposition; 

therefore more explanation is not necessary. However, this hinders the lack of 

clarity for the writer to fully engage with character development and plot 

development. The presupposition is also seen through the assumption that the 

different personalities in Kevin's personality have unique abilities and 

characteristics. 

In this movie, presuppositions are used not only to advance the plot but 

also to deepen our understanding of the characters, particularly Kevin and his 

successors. These linguistic features subtly influence the way information is 

presented and perceived, giving rise to audience assumptions and expectations. 

This research aims to analyze the types of presuppositions used by the main 

character and his alters, examining how these presuppositions contribute to the 

narrative and characterization. Understanding presuppositions helps writers 

explore the psychological layers of characters, creating a deeper experience. 

Through presupposition analysis, we can better understand the complexity of 

mental states and their influence on film narratives. By understanding the 

underlying presuppositions of the main characters in "Split," we can explore the 

deeper emotional and psychological layers in the movie, providing a richer 

understanding of the challenges faced by the main characters.  
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The writer intends to describe the various presuppositions contained in this 

movie, so the author believes that this film can contribute to the conversation 

about mental health in addition to analyzing the language used by the Kevin 

character through pragmatics studies. The presupposition that exists in the Kevin 

character in the split movie will be demonstrated in this study. The representation 

theory and the presupposition will be used in tandem to assist the writer in 

identifying the presupposition in the film. 

1. 2. Research Question 

People can have several ways of expressing what they mean by using 

approximations. By the background of the study, the research questions as 

follows:  

What are the types of presuppositions applied to the main 

characters in Split movie?  

1. 3. Research Objective 

Based on the research questions above, the writers propose the following research 

objectives:  

To identify the types of presuppositions applied in the movie. 

1. 4. Uses of Study 

This study is important for two reasons each of which is expected to contribute to 

theoretical and practical use. 

1. 4. 1. Theoretical Uses 

The theoretical use of analyzing presupposition in the Split movie involves 

examining the linguistic and philosophical theories behind presupposition. This 
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type of analysis focuses on understanding the nature of presupposition, how it 

functions in communication, and how it influences meaning. It aims to identify 

the presuppositions in the movie and to determine how they affect the audience's 

interpretation of the story. The theoretical use of analyzing presupposition in the 

Split movie can be useful for students and linguists who are interested in the study 

of presupposition and its role in communication. 

1. 4. 1. Practical Uses 

The practical use of analyzing presupposition in The Split movie involves 

examining how presupposition is used in the movie to create meaning and impact. 

This type of analysis focuses on identifying the presuppositions in the movie and 

how they affect the audience's understanding and emotional response to the story. 

It aims to determine how the director and screenwriters used presupposition to 

achieve their intended effects, such as building suspense or manipulating the 

audience's perception of the characters. The practical use of analyzing 

presupposition in The Split movie can be useful for filmmakers and writers who 

are interested in learning how to use presupposition effectively in their work.  

1. 5. Scope of Study 

In the movie Split (2016), the writer noticed that many aspects can be analyzed 

and discussed. However, in this research, the writer focuses onidentifying the 

types of presuppositions applied in the movie and finding out the possible 

meaning of presupposition utterance selected in the movie as seen in the movie 

through the character of Kevin to identify the type of presuppositions and applies 

George Yule’s (1996) theory. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

2. 1. Previous Studies 

Previous studies represent the writer’s efforts to identify parallels and 

subsequently seek fresh inspiration for subsequent research. Additionally, 

previous research positions the research and shows its originality. The researcher 

summarizes published and unpublished research after including various previous 

research findings related to the work to be done. The following is previous 

research that is still relevant to the topic the author is researching. 

2. 1. 1. A Pragmatic Analysis of Presupposition in Mata Najwa Talk Show 

“Politik Sarung Ma’ruf Amin” by Sari (2019) 

To determine the true meaning of presuppositions in the given context, this study 

will examine presuppositions in Mata Najwa's talk show "Politics Sarong Ma'ruf 

Amin" and look for different kinds of presuppositions based on Yule's theory. 

Holmes's theory is the basis for the analysis used in this study to determine what 

presupposition truth means. According to Holmes's view, the participants in the 

utterances must be taken into account to determine the literal meaning or the truth 

of meaning.A qualitative descriptive method was used to interpret the data. This 

study found 53 assumptions in its findings. There are 18 structural 

presuppositions, 10 factual and counterfactual presuppositions, 8 existential 

presuppositions, 4 non-factual presuppositions, and 3 lexical presuppositions. 
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2. 1. 2. An Analysis of Presupposition in the Fault in Our Stars Movie: 

Pragmatic Approach by Luciyana (2020) 

The second research by Luciyana (2020), points out a phenomenon that our research 

has found is that when people speak, they cannot make assumptions if they do not know 

the context. Finding the various underlying assumptions and speaking factors in the film 

The Fault in Our Star is the aim of this study. The writer examines the information in the 

movie using George Yule's 1996 theory, which posits that there are six different kinds of 

presuppositions. The writer employed the observation approach, which includes two 

techniques for gathering data: take notes and non-participatory. The writer employed 

categorization techniques and the pragmatic identity method to analyze the data. George 

Yule categorized eighteen data presuppositions that the researchers discovered into the 

presupposition category. 

2. 1. 3. An Analysis of Presuppositio Used in the Movie “Crazy Rich Asian by 

Kevin Kwan” research by Asmawati (2019) 

The third research is Asmawati (2019), analyzed the presupposition data, the 

writer concluded that existential presupposition was the type of presupposition 

that Crazy Rich Asian characters used the most, followed by factual 

presupposition, lexical presupposition, non-factual presupposition, structural 

presupposition, and counterfactual presupposition. The writer's discovery of 47 

speech types of presuppositions serves as proof. The utterances are broken down 

into several categories, including existential presupposition, which comprises 27 

utterances, factive presupposition, which comprises 3 utterances, lexical 

presupposition, which comprises 3 utterances, non-factive presupposition, which 

comprises 1 utterance, structural presupposition, which comprises 7 utterances, 

and counterfactual presupposition, which comprises 6 utterances. 
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2. 1. 4. An Analysis of Language Presupposition in Advertisements of TV 

Channels in Indonesia by Hikmah (2017) 

The fourth research is Hikmah (2017), Presuppositions utilized in Indonesian TV 

channel advertisements were explored in this study. Yule's theory and the 

descriptive qualitative methodology were employed in this study. The results 

demonstrated the employment of existential, structural, and counterfactual 

presuppositions in English TV channel advertisements in Indonesia. The 

researcher identified 8 data existential presuppositions, 1 data structural 

presupposition, and 3 data counterfactual presuppositions in English 

advertisements. The writer concluded that each person who made a presumption 

had to have a distinct assumption. 

2. 1. 5. An Analysis of Presupposition Found in the Guardian News: 

Pragmatical Approach, Vol. 6 No. 1 by Siahaan Mubarak (2020) 

The fifth research is by Siahaan & Mubarak (2020) aimed to investigate types of 

presupposition and the most used type of presupposition.  Qualitative descriptive 

is used in this research. The Guardian News is used as the study's data source. 

Collection is done through observation. The author makes use of Yule's theory, 

which categorizes presuppositions into six categories: existential, factual, lexical, 

structural, non-factual, and counterfactual presuppositions. There are 20 data 

points in this study. Existential presupposition is the one that is most utilized. This 

shows that presuppositions that assume there is something that indicates 

ownership or a statement in speech are more commonly found in data sources. 
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Based on previous studies, these studies above provide insights into the 

use of presuppositions in different contexts, demonstrating the importance of 

understanding presuppositions in interpreting meaning in language use. The 

literature review shows that studies on presupposition have been conducted in 

various contexts, such as talk shows, films, advertisements, news articles, and pop 

songs. The studies have employed Yule's theory of presupposition and the 

descriptive qualitative method to identify the types of presuppositions used and 

how they contribute to the meaning of the text. The findings have shown that all 

types of presuppositions can be used in different contexts and that the use of 

presuppositions can influence readers' or listeners' perceptions by shaping their 

understanding of the text. 

Overall, these studies enhance our understanding of presuppositions in a 

variety of contexts, providing an in-depth look at the different types, prevalence, 

and implications of presuppositions in communication. By using the concepts and 

methodology explained in these studies. This study aims to fill this gap by 

conducting a detailed linguistic analysis of the presuppositions in the dialogue in 

the Split movie. By classifying and examining these presuppositions, this research 

will provide new insights into: 

• Linguistic construction of multiple identities: How different 

presuppositions are used by different alters to reflect their different 

identities and psychological states. 

• Character insights and narrative advancement: How presuppositions 

contribute to character development and advance the narrative, increasing 

audience engagement and understanding. 
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• Manipulating the audience through language: How the strategic use of 

presuppositions shapes audience perceptions and guides their 

interpretation of movie themes. 

By addressing this gap, this research will contribute to the fields of movie studies 

and linguistics, offering a new perspective on the interaction between language 

and psychology in storylines. 

2. 2. Pragmatics 

The linguistic study of the interaction between signs and the person interpreting 

them is known as pragmatics (Levinson, 1983). Meanwhile, in pragmatics the 

main concern is not in literal meaning, but it is about what the speaker intends to 

do with their words (Rovita & Gulö, 2022). Pragmatics focuses on how language 

is used in certain settings and how language is understood beyond its literal 

meaning. It entails examining how speakers use language to express meaning 

while taking social and cultural contexts into account. 

Pragmatic abilities refer to proficiency in using language appropriately in 

different situations. It involves understanding not only the verbal content of 

communication but also the non-verbal cues, as well as making inferences about 

the speaker's beliefs and mental state based on the social context (Clark, 1996). 

Pragmatic language comprehension requires knowledge of non-verbal 

communication, as well as an understanding of the speaker's intentions and the 

social norms governing language use. 

Pragmatics is a branch of linguistics that studies the use of language in 

communication contexts. Pragmatics focuses on how meaning is understood by 
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listeners or readers in certain situations, not just on the structure or literal meaning 

of words. The main aspects studied in pragmatics include: 

• Context: How the situation, background, and circumstances influence the 

understanding of meaning. 

• Implicature: Implicit meaning that is not stated explicitly but can be 

understood by the listener or reader. 

• Speech Acts: Actions performed through the use of language, such as 

promising, commanding, or requesting. 

• Presuppositions: Assumptions that the speaker and listener consider to be 

true in a conversation. 

• Deixis: The use of words or phrases that require context to understand 

their reference, such as “this”, “that”, “here”, and “there”. 

Pragmatics is the study of how words are understood in a certain context. It 

explores the relationships between language's forms and purposes and examines 

the norms that determine how language should be used in various contexts. 

Politeness or courtesy is a key idea in pragmatics because it directs how speakers 

use language appropriately in particular contexts or under particular circumstances 

(Brown & Levinson, 1987). 

In pragmatics, both language use and context play vital roles. The way 

language is used is intimately connected to the context in which it is used. The 

context reflects the social and cultural norms of a particular community, 

highlighting the uniqueness of its communicative practices compared to other 
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communities (Gumperz, 1982). Understanding the interplay between language 

and context is essential for fully comprehending how language functions. 

2. 3. Context and Contextual Meaning 

The conceptual weight of the term "pragmatics" is critically examined in this 

research, which also makes the case for a distinction between "meaning in context 

and contextual meaning." It will be possible to take a precise position on the 

semantics-pragmatics relationship after these notions are conceptually and 

terminologically clarified. It will discuss the differences in nature between 

particular "contextual meanings" that have been discussed in the literature and it 

will pick out details whose differentiation will help the discussion about 

"pragmatic" consequences across linguistic theories and disciplines. 

The term "narrow contextual information" refers to two types of restricted 

contextual data; it takes into account only the identities of the speaker and listener, 

as well as the statement's occasion and location. Differentiating between "meaning 

in context" and "contextual meaning" is important and helpful. Contextual 

meaning, a more helpful notion, encompasses a range of meaning effects that are 

all context-dependent (whether in linguistic or non-linguistic contexts), and it 

describes the state of information that is communicated in context. Contextual 

meaning is one type of meaning in particular. 

2. 4. Presupposition 

Presupposition is one of the main concepts in pragmatics that refers to 

assumptions or background information that the speaker and listener consider to 

be true before a statement is made. Presuppositions are not stated explicitly in the 
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sentence, but are implied and expected to be understood by all parties involved in 

the communication. Presuppositions allow communication to run more smoothly 

and efficiently by relying on the shared knowledge of the speaker and listener. 

The presupposition is also can be defined as something that has already 

been assumed to be true in a sentence that gives meaning or other information 

(Hudson, 2000). Presuppositions are assumptions or background information that 

the speaker and listener assume to be true before a statement is made. These are 

elements that are assumed to already exist in the shared knowledge of the speaker 

and listener and are not stated explicitly in the communication. In real-

lifesituations, people always use variations of utterances while talking to others 

and according to that, there are six types of presupposition. The following are the 

types of presupposition. 

Table 2.4.1 Types of presupposition (adopted from Ruth Wodak: 2014) 

Type Example Presupposition 

Existential The X X exists 

Factive I regret leaving I did it 

Non-factive He pretended to be happy He wasn’t happy 

Lexical He managed to escape He tried to escape 

Structural When did she die? She died 

Counterfactual If I weren’t ill, I am ill 

The table above provides an overview of the various types of presuppositions that 

can be found in language. Understanding these types of presuppositions can help 

in analyzing and understanding the meaning contained in a statement or sentence. 
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2. 4. 1. Existential Presupposition 

This presupposition creates an assumption of existence spoken or written by the 

speakers or writer. This presupposition not only exists that there is an assumption 

in possessive meaning but also exists in any definite noun phrase that is spoken or 

written. 

Example: 

a) Amber's Husband’s Case files.   

“Amber has a husband” 

This Sentence presupposes that Amber herself and her husband exist. 

b) The bottle is empty.    

“There is a bottle” 

Another example also presupposes that the bottle exists in this world. 

2. 4. 2. Factive Presupposition 

Factive Presupposition is the assumption that something can be seen as fact or 

truth by using words such as “know”, “realize”, ”be sorry”, “aware”, “regret”, etc. 

This particular presupposition makes the person make the listeners trust in their 

words and the information is often treated as facts.  

Example: 

a) They didn’t know she had died.    

“She has died.” 
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The sentence above can mean that the person they are talking to is dead 

because it is the part of truth that must be believed even though they or the 

listener realized it or not.  

b) I am sorry for cheating on the last test.  

“He was cheating in the last test.” 

This sentence also shares the fact that the speaker was cheating even though 

the reader or the audience didn’t know it, but the presupposition that being 

conveyed by the speaker must be seen as fact or the truth.  

2. 4. 3. Lexical Pressuposition 

Lexical presupposition is made by the assumption that the speaker uses the form 

with asserted meaning. This presupposition often uses the word “stop”, “again” 

and “start” and presupposes another thought.  

Example: 

a) We all Walking again.  

“They have already walked before.”  

The sentence uses the word again to presuppose that in the past, they were 

already walking.  

b) She stopped vaping .   

“She used to vape before.”  

This sentence shows even that though she already stopped vaping, in the 

past she used to vape.  
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2. 4. 4. Structural Presupposition 

Structural Presupposition means an assumption that always follows with the use 

of particular structures. The listener or the reader understands that the information 

presented needs to be seen as true rather than only a question.  

Example: 

a) Where did you buy the brand-new phone?   

“He buys a new phone.”  

This sentence not only asks a question but also presupposes that the reader 

or the listener somehow knew the speaker was buyinga new phone. 

b) When did you travel to Jamaica?    

“He travels to Jamaica” 

This sentence also presupposes that the listener or reader needs to perceive 

the information that the speaker goes to Jamaica were true.  

2. 4. 5. Non-Factive Presupposition 

Non-factive presupposition is seen with some verbs that assume things are not to 

be true. People often use the verbs like “pretend”, ”dream”, and “imagine “,  

Example: 

a) I Dreamed that I was a Superstar.  

“He is not a Superstar.”  

This sentence presupposes that the speaker was dreaming about whether he 

could be a Superstar or not. This sentence in the end means that He is not an 

actual Superstar to begin with.  
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b) I always imagine that we are in Europe.  

“He is not in Europe.”  

This sentence also serves the same presupposition that the speaker was not 

in Europe.  

2. 4. 6. Counter-Factual Presupposition 

This presupposition is unique, the factualpresupposition serves that what is 

presupposedis untrue, but it is also contrary to facts that exist. Here are the 

examples of Counter-Factual Presupposition: 

a) If you were my girlfriend, you would have a happy life. 

 “She is not his girlfriend” 

This Sentence means that the speaker imagined a time when they were 

couples but they are not. Therefore the sentence presupposes that they are 

not together or she is not his girlfriend. 

b) If I were tall, I could join the military  

“He is short/ He is not Tall” 

Another example also presupposes that if he were tall, he actually could join the 

military. This shows that he is not Tall because shows this counterfactual 

presupposition in the first place. 

The main function of presuppositions is to help establish context, reduce 

ambiguity, imply additional meaning, and increase communication efficiency. 

Presuppositions allow speakers and listeners to rely on shared knowledge that 

does not need to be explained explicitly, thereby speeding understanding and 
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reducing the potential for misunderstanding. In media and advertising, 

presuppositions are often used to convey messages in a more subtle and effective 

way. For example, the advertising slogan "Go back to childhood with our 

chocolate" contains the presupposition that childhood involved the pleasure of 

eating chocolate and that the product can bring back that feeling. In politics, 

statements such as "When I return to work as president" contain the 

presupposition that the speaker has served as president before. 

By understanding and analyzing presuppositions, we can uncover deeper 

layers of meaning in communication and discourse, as well as identify biases or 

assumptions that may influence the way messages are received and interpreted. 

Presuppositions are an essential pragmatic tool, allowing communication to occur 

more smoothly and providing insight into interpersonal relationships and the 

social dynamics underlying language interactions. 



 

 

CHAPTER THREE 

METHOD OF RESEARCH 

3. 1. Research Design 

In this research, the writer employed the qualitative method to evaluate the data. 

Qualitative strength is on its ability to connect context with explanation (Samanik 

& Lianasari, 2016; Afrianto, 2017; Fithratullah, 2021). Qualitative research is a 

kind of study that collects and analyzes data by using non-numerical data to 

evaluate its meaning (Kardiansyah & Qodriani, 2018; Fadilah & Kuswoyo, 2021). 

According to Golosko (2010), qualitative research focuses on qualitative 

phenomena that involve quality. Its features include non-numerical nature, 

descriptive nature, application to reason, and word use. Besides that, 

Thequalitative approach also considers deductive and inductive procedures. 

Furthermore, the qualitative method is different from the quantitative method 

since the object and result are not focused on numbers but in the form of words 

(Rido, 2015; Kuswoyo & Susardi, 2016; Adelina & Suprayogi, 2020).  

Based on the explanation, the writer applied a qualitative approach that 

focused on the types of the utterances assumptions used by the main characters in 

Split movie. To achieve the purpose of character utterances, the writer needs to 

understand theories by George Yule (1996), especially types of presuppositions.. 

3. 2. Data and Data Sources 

Data is an organized collection of information that is used to analyze and respond 

to problem formulations. It is typically the outcome of experience, observation, 
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and experimentation and can take the form of words, numbers, or images, 

especially when measurements or observations of a set of variables are made 

(Manu, 2020). Meanwhile, the data is the source from which the data are collected 

(Ivana & Suprayogi, 2020).  

The data is a conversation that contains the type of presupposition of 

Kevin's utterances which is the main object of research in Split Movie. This 

means the writer can analyze the data sources originating from movie scenes, 

subtitles, and others, especially the movie script itself. The writer will carefully 

analyze the dialogues and scenes in the script to identify and interpret the 

presuppositions that exist in the movie. This methodology is beneficial for the 

writers because it can assist the writers in finding the perfect explanation for a 

phenomenon. 

3. 3. Data Collecting Technique 

According to (Sugiyono, 2009), the primary goal of the study is to collect data. 

Meanwhile The early stage of data collection consisted of the selection of a 

sample and appropriate participants (Qodriani & Wijana, 2020; Kuswoyo, 

Sujatna, Indrayani, & Rido, 2020). Meanwhile, library research is the research and 

depth collection of material on one or several subjects (Puspita & Amelia, 2020; 

Kiranamita & Samanik, 2021). Further, in this research, data collection techniques 

are an important step in research collection because research cannot obtain data 

that meets the standards if it does not have data collection techniques.  
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Based on the quotation, it leads the writer to the conclusion that library 

research is a technique for discovering, developing, and testing the truth of 

knowledge based on factual information and facts. Here are the steps to follow: 

1. Watching the movie repeatedly to find out and understand the personality 

of the main character in the split movie. 

2. Looking at the subtitles and reading the script in the movie Split (2016). 

3. Identify the data and highlight the dialogue related to the presuppositions 

that appear in the Split movie. 

4. List the data that will be analyzed. 

3. 4. Data Analyzing Technique 

According to Stainback and Stainback (1988) states that data analysis is crucial 

for identifying the qualitative concepts and relationships present in your data so 

that hypotheses and statements can be developed and evaluated. Based on this 

theory, data analysis is the process of looking for and methodically categorizing 

data into groups, describing units, synthesizing, compiling into patterns, selecting 

which ones are significant and will be studied, and drawing conclusions that can 

be understood independently of one another. 

The stages for the formulated problem are covered in this part. To clarify 

the presuppositions in the movie Split (2016), here are some data analysis 

techniques that can be used: 

1. Conduct a content analysis of the data set to identify patterns related to 

presuppositions. 

2. Analyze the main character’s personality traits based on repeated 

observations of the movie. 
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3. Explore how subtitles contribute to understanding film content. 

4. Examine the script for key thematic elements and dialogue. 

5. Identify presuppositions in the highlighted dialogue. 



 

 

CHAPTER FOUR 

ANALYSIS 

After seeing, reading, and also analyzing both the transcript and also the Split 

movie. The writer found that there are several presuppositions in the movie. This 

study will try to classify the presupposition based on its types that distinct by the 

characteristic within each type. Through careful examination of both the written 

and visual elements, it became evident that the movie contains various layers of 

implicit meanings. By categorizing these presuppositions, the study seeks to 

provide a deeper understanding of how they are utilized within the narrative to 

construct the storyline and develop the characters.  

In the analysis of the dialogue in the movie of Split, a number of data were 

found that contained various types of presuppositions. After undergoing the 

research process, a total of 70 data were found covering various types of 

presupposition which can be seen in Chart 1 below.  

 

Chart 1. The Frequency of the Types of Presupposition. 
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The bar chart visualization shows the distribution of various types of 

presuppositions, can be interpreted as follows: 

• Structural Presupposition is the most dominant with 20 data found in the 

movie, indicating that many assumptions are made based on the sentence 

structure used in the dialogue.  

• Existential Presupposition is the second most dominant type of 

presupposition with 15 data in the dialogues, indicating many assumptions 

involving the existence of something or someone.  

• Factive Presupposition and Lexical Presupposition are also quite 

significant with 10 and 12 data, respectively, indicating assumptions based 

on known facts and specific words.  

• Non-factive Presupposition and Counterfactual Presupposition have a 

smaller amount of data, namely 8 and 5, indicating assumptions that are 

based on conditions that are not real or imaginary.  

These findings provide insight into how different types of presuppositions are 

used to construct the narrative and develop characters in the film “Split,” 

enhancing the story complexity and providing depth to the linguistic analysis. 
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4. 1. Existential Presupposition 

Datum 1 

Screenshots Description 

 

’01:50:21’ 

The main identities of the main 

character, Kevin Wendell Crumb, 

gather and interact after Kevin’s 

transformation into “The Beast.” This 

scene takes place in an intense and 

tense atmosphere, highlighting 

significant changes in the power 

dynamics between these identities.  

Dialogues on ’01:50:21’: 

 

The Beast: “We are what we believe we are.” 

Hedwig: “Holy shit, this is so cool! They are gonna believe we exist now, right?” 

Dennis: “They are gonna have to.” 

Hedwig: “So, what do we do now?” 

Patricia: (referring to the Beast) “We trust in him. He’ll protect us. Look at what 

he can do. Let him show the world how powerful we can be.” 

In this scene, the main identities of the main character, Kevin Wendell Crumb, 

gather and interact after Kevin’s transformation into “The Beast.” This scene 

takes place in an intense and tense atmosphere, highlighting significant changes in 

the power dynamics between these identities. The scene takes place in a dark and 

secluded place in an underground area or other hidden location. This environment 

reflects the uncertainty and danger that has only emerged with The Beast. 
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Character and Emotion: 

• The Beast: With a deep, authoritative voice, The Beast expresses his 

belief that they are what they believe. His words reflected power and 

dominance, showing that he had complete control over the situation. 

• Hedwig: Hedwig, who has the personality of a child, shows admiration 

and excitement with the changes that occur. His expression was full of 

awe and disbelief, illustrating how incredible this situation seemed to him. 

• Dennis: In a firm and convincing tone, Dennis states that people will be 

forced to believe in their existence. This reflects determination and 

confidence that their identity will be recognized. 

• Patricia: Patricia, with her calm and confidence, calls for complete trust in 

The Beast. She emphasizes that The Beast will protect them and shows the 

world their true power. Her role here is as a figure that motivates and 

provides direction. 

Hedwig: So, What do we do now? 

Patricia: We Trust in him. He’ll protect us. Look at what he can do. Let him 

show the world how powerful we can be. 

From the data above we could presuppose that “Him” that being sad by Patricia 

was really exist. From the movie also we could see how The Beast could do in the 

movie, and when the personality Hedwig ask to another personality about what do 

they do next, The Patricia tries to imply that The Beast is actually there and ready 

to protect and help the other personalities. 
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This scene highlights the theme of identity and trust by illustrating the concept 

that identity and power come from internal beliefs. This also shows a change in 

identity group dynamics within Kevin, where The Beast is now the dominant 

figure that the others believe to protect and lead them. Overall, this scene 

represents a key moment in the narrative of “Split,” where the main characters 

realize and accept the new powers possessed by The Beast, as well as major 

changes in their relationships with each other and the outside world. 

Datum 2 

Screenshots Description 

 

’00:24:37’ 

Casey Cooke, one of the kidnapped 

girls, interacts with one of Kevin 

Wendell Crumb’s identities named 

Hedwig. Hedwig is the identity of a 

nine year old child, who has a childish 

and vulnerable nature. This scene is 

full of tension and uncertainty, 

reflecting Casey’s confused and 

threatened mood.  

Dialogues on ’00:24:37’: 

Hedwig: “My name’s Hedwig. I have red socks. He’s on the move.” 

Casey Cooke: “What?” 

Hedwig: “He’s... on... the... mooove.” 

Casey Cooke: “Who?” 

Hedwig: “Someone’s coming for you, and you’re not gonna like it. You guys make 

noises in your sleep.” 

The scene takes place in a closed, simple room, which may be part of where 

Casey and the other girls are being held. The room has dim lighting and an 

oppressive atmosphere, adding to the feeling of claustrophobia and anxiety. In this 



38 

Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia 

scene, Casey Cooke, one of the kidnapped girls, interacts with one of Kevin 

Wendell Crumb’s identities named Hedwig. Hedwig is the identity of a nine year 

old child, who has a childish and vulnerable nature. This scene is full of tension 

and uncertainty, reflecting Casey’s confused and threatened mood. 

Character and Emotion: 

• Hedwig: Hedwig is introduced in a cheerful but strange manner, saying 

her name and mentioning that he has red socks. This shows his innocence 

and childish nature. However, when he stated that “he’s on the move,” his 

tone changed to become more serious and full of mystery. 

• Casey Cooke: Casey feels confused and wary of Hedwig’s 38ehaviour. 

Casey’s questions reflect his efforts to understand a threatening situation 

and find ways to control or influence the situation. 

Hedwig: My name’s Hedwig. I have red socks. He’s on the move. 

From the second data we could also presuppose that “He” that spoken by Hedwig 

is actually exist. In the movie we see that “He” is referring to the beast. Therefore 

this is classified as the existential presupposition as it is presuppose an entity 

named by the speaker, which by this case is Hedwig himself. 

Hedwig’s dialogue adds tension by implying that something or someone is 

moving, which could add to the threat for Casey. The phrase “he’s on the move” 

creates a sense of urgency and mystery. The contrast between Hedwig’s 

innocence talking about her red socks and the threatening message she conveys 

shows the complexity of identity in Kevin Wendell Crumb. This scene is one of 

the important moments in “Split” that shows the dynamic between Casey’s 
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character and one of Kevin’s identities. Through their interactions, the audience is 

introduced to the uncertainty and threats that surround the characters, as well as 

the psychological complexity of the main character. 

4. 2. Factive Pressuposition 

Datum 3 

Screenshots Description 

 

’00:14:10’ 

This scene takes place in a basement 

or other closed room where Casey and 

two other girls, Claire and Marcia, are 

being held. The room is likely to be 

dark, with minimal lighting, creating 

an oppressive and intimidating 

atmosphere. Casey Cooke, one of the 

three kidnapped girls, displays 

skepticism and disbelief towards the 

situation they face. 

Dialogues on ’00:14:10’: 

 

Casey Cooke: “I’ll let you know when I hear something that makes sense.” 

Casey Cooke: “We don’t even know what this is yet.” 

This scene takes place in a basement or other closed room where Casey and two 

other girls, Claire and Marcia, are being held. The room is likely to be dark, with 

minimal lighting, creating an oppressive and intimidating atmosphere. In this 

scene, Casey Cooke, one of the three kidnapped girls, displays 39ehaviour39 and 

disbelief towards the situation they face.  

Character and Emotions: 

• Casey Cooke: Casey displays a calm but 39ehaviour demeanor. He tries to 

remain rational and critical despite frightening situations. His dialogue 
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reflects his desire to understand what is happening and his refusal to 

accept nonsensical information without question.  

• The Other Girls (Claire and Marcia): While they may not be speaking 

in this scene, their reactions to Casey’s comments could indicate a 

difference in how they handle the situation. They may appear more 

panicked or confused compared to the more calm and analytical Casey.  

Casey Cooke: I’ll let you know when I hear something that makes sense. 

This sentence presupposes that Casey did not hear something at the moment. This 

is the scene where the girls are still locked up in the same room and they argue 

about how to get escape the room and leave the basement. They caught in a huge 

argument fight, and Casey didn’t bother the debate and only responses when 

things are logical and easy to be understood. This is classified as Factive 

Presupposition because the speaker create an assumption that something can be 

treated as truth by use some verbs like “know” which in this case is used to 

presuppose that casey did not hear something at the moment.  

Casey’s dialogue reflects his rational approach to confusing and 

frightening situations. He refuses to accept illogical information and tries to find 

the truth. This scene highlights Casey’s character as a calmer and more critical 

individual in dealing with stressful situations. The dialogue “I’ll let you know 

when I hear something that makes sense” shows his distrust of the narrative 

presented by their captors, emphasizing the tension and confusion that surrounds 

them. This scene also shows the internal conflict among the abductees, with Casey 
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being more behaviour and analytical compared to the other girls who may be 

more easily swayed by fear and confusion.  

Datum 4 

Screenshots Description 

 

’00:46:30’ 

This scene most likely takes place in a 

dark or gloomy room, perhaps in one 

of the basement rooms where Casey, 

one of the kidnapped girls, is being 

held. The room may have minimal 

lighting, creating an eerie and tense 

atmosphere. Patricia, in a calm and 

thoughtful manner, conveys facts 

about tiger teeth in a way that almost 

feels random. 

Dialogues on ’00:46:30’: 

 

Patricia: “I Don’t Know if you know, but tigers have only 30 teeth. That’s 12 less 

than a dog.” 

This scene most likely takes place in a dark or gloomy room, perhaps in one of the 

basement rooms where Casey, one of the kidnapped girls, is being held. The room 

may have minimal lighting, creating an eerie and tense atmosphere. Patricia, one 

of the identities of Kevin Wendell Crumb’s character who has a motherly and 

calm nature, provides rather random facts or information to one of the other 

characters. 

Character and Emotions: 

• Patricia: In a calm and thoughtful manner, conveys facts about tiger teeth 

in a way that almost feels random. This reflects her neat and maternal 

nature, but also shows how Kevin’s different identities emerge randomly 

and unexpectedly. 
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Patricia: I Don’t Know if you know, but tigers have only 30 teeth. That’s 12 less 

than a dog 

The sentence presupposes that the listener did not know about the fact. When 

Patricia is trying to make the girls a sandwhich, they have a short conversation 

about facts, and patricia have something to said about the fact and she presuppose 

that the girls didn’t know about animals facts. This is also count as factive 

presupposition as it use verbs like know which also same with the datum 3 which 

always to be the characteristic of factive presupposition. 

Patricia’s dialogue about the tiger’s teeth shows the contrast between the 

seemingly ordinary information and the unusual nature of Kevin’s other identities. 

This highlights the complexity of Kevin’s fragmented personality. These scenes 

add a layer of tension and mystery to the story, as the audience doesn’t always 

know how these characters will react or what will happen next. 

4. 3. Lexical Presupposition 

Datum 5 

Screenshots Description 

 

’00:23:11’ 

Dennis speaks in a firm and 

authoritarian tone, reflecting his 

dominant and powerful nature. He 

delivered his message with 

confidence, showing that he was 

confident in his role as guard and 

executor.  
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Dialogues on ’00:23:11’: 

 

Dennis: “Patricia has reminded me that I was sent to get you for a reason. That 

you are sacred food and I promise not to bother you again.” 

These scenes take place in dark or gloomy rooms, such as basements or hidden 

areas where victims are kidnapped and held. The lighting in the room may be dim, 

creating a tense and intimidating atmosphere. The character Dennis, one of the 

identities of the main character Kevin Wendell Crumb who has an authoritarian 

and manipulative nature, talks to the girls he kidnapped. 

Character and Emotion: 

• Dennis: He speaks in a firm and authoritarian tone, reflecting his dominant 

and powerful nature. He delivered his message with confidence, showing 

that he was confident in his role as guard and executor. 

Dennis: Patricia has reminded me that I was sent to get you for a reason, that you 

are sacred food and I promise not to bother you again. 

The bold sentence presupposes that Dennis used to bother them before. In the 

scene where Dennis talk to the kidnapped girls, Dennis was brutally kidnapping 

them with sleeping gas, and drag them into his secret basement. Then after a few 

conversation with patricia, dennis was convince to not hurt the girls anymore as it 

was for another purpose of his ambition in awakening the beast. This sentence 

was lexical presupposition because the speaker uses the form with asserted 

meaning of the word “again” 

This scene highlights the conflict and tension surrounding the kidnapping 

victims, as well as the unique characteristics of Kevin’s different identities. 
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Dennis’ dialogue reflects themes of dominance and power that is characteristic of 

Kevin’s other identities. He asserted his role and authority as a guard, showing 

that he would not hesitate to act according to his orders. 

Datum 6 

Screenshots Description 

 

’00:35:14’ 

Dennis speaks in a firm voice and 

may sound a little cold, showing his 

authoritarian and manipulative nature. 

He delivered his threats with certainty 

and decision, showing that he had 

control of the situation. 

Dialogues on ’00:35:14’: 

 

Dennis: “I’m trying to be good; you will not see your friend again.” 

This scene takes place in a dark or gloomy room, such as a basement or hidden 

location where the victims are being held. Minimal lighting and an eerie 

atmosphere create tension and fear.  

Character and Emotion: 

• Dennis: He speaks in a firm and perhaps slightly cold voice, showing his 

authoritarian and manipulative nature. He delivered his threats with 

certainty and decision, showing that he had control of the situation. 

Dennis: I’m trying to be good, you will not see your friend again. 

The sentence presupposes that the listener used to see her friend. This scene starts 

when the girls attempting to escape the room by breaking the wall ceiling. The 
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attempt eventually failed and known by Dennis immediately and makes the girls 

locked up separated in different room. This sentence also classified as lexical 

presupposition as it create the assumption with implicit meaning. Which in this 

case that dennis said the girls will not see each other again which means that they 

used to be together in the lock room. 

Dennis’ dialogue highlights the themes of manipulation and power present 

in the film. He uses his threats to create fear and confusion in the victim, 

demonstrating his dominant and powerful nature. Dennis’ threats create 

uncertainty about the fate of the victim’s kidnapped friend. 

4. 4. Structural Presupposition 

Datum 7 

Screenshots Description 

 

’00:55:09’ 

This scene takes place in Dr. Fletcher, 

designed with bright lighting and a 

professional atmosphere. The room 

may be filled with books, notes, and 

other elements that suggest it is a 

psychologist’s workspace. 

Dialogues on ’00:55:09’: 

 

Dennis: “When you retire or pass on?” 

In this scene, Dennis, one of Kevin Wendell Crumb’s identities, interacts with one 

of the other characters, namely Dr. Karen Fletcher is a psychologist who treats 

Kevin. This scene takes place in Dr. Fletcher, where therapy sessions are usually 
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held. The atmosphere of the room may be formal and professional, with well lit 

lighting and a neat environment. 

Character and Emotions: 

• Dennis: He speaks in a serious and perhaps a little intimidating tone. He 

expressed deep concern about their future, and his questions reflected a 

sense of uncertainty and fear of what would happen if Dr. Fletcher is no 

longer around to help them. 

• Dr. Karen Fletcher: She may have looked a little surprised or unnerved 

by Dennis’ question. Her facial expression can show a mixture of empathy 

and concern, understanding the gravity of the situation faced by Kevin and 

his identities. 

Dennis: When you retire or pass on? 

The sentence above presupposes that the speaker is not yet retired. When Dennis 

try to mimic Barry behaviour to having conversation with Dr. Fletcher, Dennis 

ask the question as Dr. Flethcher know that she is not yet retire and she didn’t stop 

her job until uncover the mystery of human minds. The sentence above is 

qualified as structural presupposition because it’s made with certain words and 

phrases. Moreover the wh-question in the quotation also becomes the main 

characteristic in most structural presupposition. 
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Datum 8 

Screenshots Description 

 

’00:06:47’ 

Claire’s dialogue highlights the 

themes of uncertainty and worry 

experienced by abductees. This 

reflects their worries about the fate of 

their loved ones and their own 

situation. 

Dialogues on ’00:06:47’: 

 

Claire: “What happened to my dad?” 

These scenes take place in a basement or other hidden place where Claire and the 

other girls are being held captive by Kevin Wendell Crumb and his various 

identities. The atmosphere of the room may be gloomy and cramped, creating a 

feeling of entrapment and tension. 

Character and Emotion: 

• Claire: She is in a state of anxiety and fear. Her questions reflected her 

concern about her father’s fate and the dangerous situation he was facing. 

Claire: What happened to my dad? 

The sentence “What happened to my father?” contains a presupposition that is 

inherent in the structure of the question itself. By asking this, Claire implied that 

her father had experienced an event or incident. This sentence presupposes that 

something has happened to Claire’s father. The structure of the question is not 

asking whether something happened, but rather asking for information about what 

happened. This sentence assumes that the event in question is a fact whose 
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existence does not need to be questioned, but only the details need to be 

explained. 

Thus, the sentence “What happened to my father?” is an example of 

structural presupposition because the structure of the question implicitly 

presupposes that something has happened to Claire’s father, without arguing for 

the possibility of that event occurring. 

4. 5. Non-Factive Presupposition 

Datum 9 

Screenshots Description 

 

’00:01:15’ 

This scene takes place in a restaurant 

or other public space where Claire and 

her friends gathered before they were 

kidnapped. The atmosphere in the 

room may be busy and bright, 

reflecting the normal, everyday 

atmosphere before the kidnapping 

incident. 

Dialogues on ’00:01:15’ 

 

Claire: “That’s what happens when you do a mercy invite.” 

Mr. Benoit: “I believed you wanted to invite everyone.” 

This scene takes place in a restaurant or other public space where Claire and her 

friends gathered before they were kidnapped. The room is bustling with people 

talking and moving around, creating a contrasting backdrop to the emotional 

tension between the main characters. 
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Character and Emotion: 

• Claire: She is one of the popular students who feels annoyed or frustrated. 

In a sarcastic or irritated tone, she said, “That’s what happens when you do 

a mercy invite,” indicating that she felt forced to invite Casey for mercy, 

which she said did not lead to positive results. Claire’s facial expressions 

and body language may indicate displeasure and a hint of guilt or regret at 

the invitation. 

• Casey: She is standing separately in the corner of the room, looks 

awkward and feels out of place. She may show signs of uncertainty and 

discomfort, such as avoiding eye contact and holding her own arm. Casey 

felt ignored and unaccepted by the mainstream group, which deepened her 

feelings of isolation. 

• Mr Benoit: He is Claire’s father who is present in this scene. He responds 

to Claire’s comments in a calm but cautionary tone, showing a hint of 

disappointment or confusion. By saying, “I believed you wanted to invite 

everyone,” he implied that he hoped the invitation was sincere and 

intended to be inclusive. Mr Benoit tries to gently reprimand Claire and 

remind her of the importance of honesty in their social actions. 

Claire: [about Casey standing over in the corner] That’s what happens when 

you do a mercy invite. 

Mr. Benoit: I believed you wanted to invite everyone. 

The bold sentence here presupposes that Claire actually didn’t want to invite 

everyone. The movie starts with Claire seeing Casey standing in the corner after 
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her birthday party was over. After that, her father came in and the conversation 

happens. The father believe that Claire want to invite everyone in her class, but 

the fact is Claire do actually want to invite everyone except Casey herself. This is 

count as Non-Factive Presupposition as it’s presupposing the opposite meaning of 

the conversation. 

4. 6. Counter-Factual Presupposition 

Datum 10 

Screenshots Description 

 

’00:56:53’ 

This scene takes place in Dr. Fletcher, 

where he has therapy sessions with 

Kevin Wendell Crumb or one of his 

identities. The room may be neatly 

arranged, with plenty of bright 

lighting, creating a comfortable and 

professional atmosphere. 

Dialogues on ’00:56:53’: 

 

Dr. Fletcher: “If ever something were to happen to me, I’ve made arrangements 

with a colleague from Baltimore to take over.” 

Character and Emotion: 

• Dr. Karen Fletcher: She spoke in a calm and caring tone, but there was a 

serious note in her voice. She wanted to ensure that even if something 

happened to her, her patient would still get the necessary care. 

Dr. Fletcher: If ever something were to happen to me, I’ve made arrangements 

with a colleague from Baltimore to take over. 
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The sentence presupposes that something is not happening to her. This scene 

starts when Dennis who impersonate other personality talk to Dr. Fletcher about 

what happen to Kevin when she is passed away or retire. Dr. Fletcher calm Dennis 

that when something happening to her then her friend will help Kevin. This 

presupposition believes that Dr. Fletcher is actually fine for some time. 

The linguistic analysis of presuppositions in Split movie reveals how 

implicit assumptions embedded in dialogue contribute to the movie's narrative 

depth and character complexity. Structural presuppositions, being the most 

dominant, highlight the subtleties of the characters' interactions and concerns. 

Other types of presuppositions, such as existential, factive, lexical, non-factive, 

and counterfactual, each add unique dimensions to the storytelling. This analysis 

demonstrates the power of linguistic nuances in shaping audience perceptions and 

enriching the overall cinematic experience. 

In this research, there are several comparisons from previous research. 

Previous research has explored the use of presuppositions in various movies, 

revealing how linguistic features contribute to character development, narrative 

structure, and thematic depth. Notable studies include analyzes of presuppositions 

in films such as "The Fault in Our Stars" and "Crazy Rich Asians".  

Based on the appendix of Table 1, there are conclusions through the 

analysis of all six types of presupposition. From the results of this data above, the 

most dominant type is Structural Presupposition, with a total of 20 data. This 

shows that in movie dialogue, many assumptions are made based on sentence 

structure, which plays an important role in strengthening the complexity of the 
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characters and narrative that the screenwriter and director want to convey. Apart 

from that, there are also a significant number of other types of presuppositions, 

such as Existential with 15 data, Factive with 10 data, Lexical with 12 data, Non-

factive with 8 data, and Counterfactual Presuppositions with 5 data, each with its 

unique contribution to narrative development. These findings provide a deeper 

understanding of the characters' use of language and thinking in the movie, 

enriching the interpretation and analysis of the movie's work. The following are 

the results of presupposition found in the split movie. 

Comparison points from previous studies can be seen from the following aspects: 

a. Types of Presuppositions Analyzed 

• Previous Studies: Most previous studies have focused on existential, 

factual, and lexical ascriptions. For example, in “The Fault in Our Stars,” 

existential presuppositions are often analyzed to understand how the 

movie conveys the shared experiences and realities of its characters. 

• This study: In Split movie, broader presuppositions, including structural, 

non-factual, and counterfactual presuppositions, are analyzed. This 

comprehensive approach reveals the complexity of the narrative and the 

depth of the characters' psychological states. 

 

b. Dominant Types of Presuppositions 

• Previous Studies: Typically, existential and factive presuppositions are 

found to be the most dominant in movie dialogues. These presuppositions 

help establish the characters' backgrounds and the factual framework of 

the story. 
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• This Study: In this research, structural presuppositions are the most 

dominant, highlighting the importance of sentence structure in conveying 

implicit assumptions. This finding suggests that in "Split," the way 

information is structured in dialogue plays a crucial role in narrative 

development. 

 

c. Contribution to Narrative and Character Development 

• Previous Studies: Existential presuppositions are often noted for their role 

in grounding the story in a shared reality, while factive presuppositions 

help establish truths about the characters and their world. For example, in 

"Crazy Rich Asians," lexical presuppositions are used to highlight cultural 

nuances and character backgrounds.  

• This Study: The use of a wide range of presuppositions in this analysis not 

only grounds the story but also adds layers to the psychological 

complexity of the characters. Structural presuppositions, in particular, 

contribute to the intricate depiction of Kevin's multiple personalities and 

their interactions.  

 

d. Methodological Approaches 

• Previous Studies: Typically employ qualitative methods to analyze 

presuppositions, focusing on script analysis and dialogue examination. 

Studies often use frameworks like those proposed by George Yule (1996) 

to categorize presuppositions. 
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• This Study: Similarly employs a qualitative method, using Yule's 

framework to categorize presuppositions. However, it extends the analysis 

by incorporating visual elements from the movie, providing a holistic 

understanding of how presuppositions function within the movie's broader 

narrative and thematic context. 



 

 

CHAPTER FIVE 

CONCLUSION 

In this chapter, as the writer concludes the findings and discussion based 

on what is already being written in the previous chapter, the data found, that the 

movie Split (2016) which was directed by M. Night Shyamalan, the essence of the 

movie’s purpose on the exploration of a complex psychological landscape. The 

exploration of the movie shows the rising themes of trauma, identity, and survival 

through the main character, Kevin Wendell Crumb who suffers from Dissociative 

Identity Disorder (DID). The movie has been found with presuppositions, which 

are filled with assumptions or views that are considered correct or previously 

accepted. Moreover, this movie is shown with presuppositions to deepen our 

understanding as the audience to comprehend the characters shown in all the 

identity of Kevin Wendell Crumb and to contribute to the narrative the audience 

expected to be. By analyzing the types of presuppositions that appear in the 

movie, we as the audience can be provided with a richer comprehension of the 

challenges faced by the main characters and contribute to the study of 

presupposition in the linguistics field of study.  

In the previous study section, all five researches have been explored and 

investigated through the use of presuppositions in various contexts, such as in talk 

shows, movies, advertisements, news articles, and pop songs. These varieties of 

contexts are meant to subtly convey messages and influence the interpretation of 

the use of presuppositions. Moreover, all five research have used the theory of 

presupposition by Yule (1996) and qualitative descriptive methods to identify the 

types of presuppositions. The studies are used in the current research to gain our 
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understanding as linguists about presupposition in the communication aspect. 

Presuppositions play a significant role in communication by establishing context, 

reducing ambiguity, and conveying additional meaning efficiently. Therefore, the 

use of presupposition in the daily life of communication, or even in the 

professional field, can be done effectively through this current study.  

As this current study analyzes presupposition in the pragmatic field, the 

study has found six different types of presupposition, such as existential 

presupposition (spoken or written assumption), factive presupposition (factual 

assumption by words), non-factive presupposition (untrue assumption by verbs), 

lexical presupposition (asserted meaning of assumption), structural presupposition 

(assumption by true questioning), and counter-factual presupposition 

(contradictory assumption). Through the analysis of all 70 data that were found in 

the movie, this current study will uncover the assumptions made in the dialogues 

throughout the scenes. The dialogues that contain all six types of presupposition 

can be seen in the findings that can be used for communication purposes.  

Data from this research shows that Structural Presupposition is the most 

dominant type, with a total of 20 data, indicating that sentence structure has a big 

influence on the complexity of movie characters and narratives. Apart from that, 

various other types of presuppositions, such as Existential, Factive, Lexical, Non-

factive, and Counterfactual Presuppositions, also provide unique contributions to 

narrative development. These findings provide a deeper understanding of the 

characters' use of language and thoughts in the movie Split, enriching the 

interpretation and analysis of the movie's work. Thus, this research makes an 

important contribution to our understanding of how presupposition is used in 
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building film narratives. As the findings show 70 varieties of data, these data can 

be used in different context such as in communication and use them to influence 

readers’ or listeners’ perspection toward their understanding the conversation and 

how the understanding can shape the context of communication. Moreover, the 

current study provides the linguistics aspect in English pragmatics as the analysis 

of the movie can present the perspective of verbal interaction between language 

and psychology in the narratives. This can be used for English linguistic students 

who are interested in the study of presuppositions or English pragmatics.   
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APPENDIX 

Table 1. The Dialogues of Presuppositions.   

Type of Presuppositions Datum 

Existential Presupposition 

1. Casey Cooke: "What happened to my 

dad?" 

2. Claire: "Where is my phone?" 

3. Maria:"Have you seen my keys?" 

4. Casey Cooke:"Where is the exit?" 

5. Claire: "Casey, is there any hope?" 

6. Marcia:"Where did my friend go?" 

7. Casey Cooke: "What about the others?" 

8. Dr. Fletcher:"Do you have a plan Barry?" 

9. Casey Cooke:"Is there anyone here?" 

10. Claire:"What if there is no way out?" 

11. Marcia: "Who is in charge here?" 

12. Claire: "Where is my coat?" 

13. Dr.Fletcher: "Do you have any idea 

Dennis?" 

14. Hedwig: "Is there a problem?" 

15. Dr.Fletcher:"Where is the proof?" 

Factive Pressuposition 

1. Dr. Fletcher: "Claire, you know that you 

did this." 

2. Dennis: "I regret what happened." 

3. Dr. Fletcher: "It's clear that he's lying." 

4. Casey Cooke:"I realized it was too late." 

5. Dr. Fletcher: "I'm glad you understand." 

6. Dennis:"I noticed she was upset." 

7. Casey Cooke: "I found out the truth." 

8. Dr. Fletcher: "I'm aware of the risks." 

9. Dennis:"It’s surprising that he left." 
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 10. Casey Cooke:"I discovered the secret." 

Lexical Presupposition 

1. Dennis: "I stopped seeing my therapist." 

2. Dr. Fletcher: "He began to worry." 

3. Casey Cooke: "She continued her search." 

4. Dr. Fletcher: "They ceased operations." 

5. Dennis: "He managed to escape." 

6. Casey Cooke: "She kept her promise." 

7. Dennis:"He finally arrived." 

8. Dr. Fletcher: "She resumed her duties." 

9. Dennis:"They halted production." 

10. Casey Cooke:"He persisted in his efforts." 

11. Dr. Fletcher: "She maintained her stance." 

12. Dennis:"He started a new project." 

Structural Presupposition 

1. Dr. Fletcher: "When you retire or pass 

on?" 

2. Dennis: "Are you ready for it?" 

3. Casey Cooke: "Where did you go?" 

4. Claire: "Why did you do that?" 

5. Marcia:"What are you thinking?" 

6. Hedwig:"How could you say that?" 

7. Dr. Fletcher: "Have you seen him?" 

8. Casey Cooke: "Why is he here?" 

9. Dennis:"When will it stop?" 

10. Marcia:"What should we do now?" 

11. Casey Cooke: "Is it really you?" 

12. Dr. Fletcher: "How do you know?" 

13. Claire: "When can we leave?" 

14. Dennis: "Where is it hidden?" 

15. Dr. Fletcher: "What did you find?" 

16. Hedwig: "How did he escape?" 

17. Casey Cooke:"Why should we trust you?" 
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18. Dennis:"When did you decide that?" 

19. Casey Cooke: "What will happen next?" 

20. Dr. Fletcher: "How can we help?" 

Non-Factive 

Presupposition 

1. Casey Cooke: "He pretended to be asleep." 

2. Marcia:"She imagined a better life." 

3. Dennis:"He acted as if he cared." 

4. Casey Cooke:"She faked her illness." 

5. Dennis:"He dreamed of success." 

6. Dr. Fletcher: "She assumed it was true."  

7. Dennis:"He envisioned a future." 

8. Casey Cooke:"She supposed it was real." 

Counter-Factual 

Presupposition 

1. Casey Cooke: "If he had been here, he 

would have helped." 

2. Dr.Fletcher: "If only I had known." 

3. Dennis:"Had I been there, things would be 

different." 

4. Casey Cooke: "If she had tried, she might 

have succeeded." 

5. Dr.Fletcher: "If they had listened, this 

wouldn't have happened." 

 


