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CHAPTERONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 BackgroundoftheStudy

Learningistheeffortputforthbyanindividualtoachieveanewchangein

overallbehaviorasaresultofhisinteractionswithhissurroundings

(Slameto,2003).AccordingtoMandasari&Oktaviani(2018)Learning

Englishasaforeignlanguage,especiallyinaformalcontext,leadsthe

studentstohavetheirstrategytoachievetheobjectiveoflearning.In

Indonesialearningisconsideredaforeignlanguagesinceisnotspokenin

dailycommunication(Ambarwati&Mandasari,2020).Learningisthe

productoftheinteractionbetweenstimuliandreactions(Slavin,2019).Ifa

personcandemonstrateabehaviorchange,heorsheissaidtohave

learnedsomething.Learningisaprocessingactivitythatisacritical

componentofalltypesandlevelsofeducation.Intheeducationaspect,

technologyplaysanimportantrole(Mandasari&Aminatun,2020).This

involves demonstrating thatthe success orfailure ofpupils in

accomplishingeducationalgoalsisdependentonthelearningprocess

theyencounteratschoolandhomeorintheirfamilies.Asaresult,

educators,particularlyinstructors,musthaveathoroughunderstandingof

themeaningoflearninginallofitsdimensions,forms,andexpressions.

Students'poorlearning outcomes mightbe caused by errors or

incompleteperceptionsofthelearningprocessandrelatedissues.

Khairani(2014)saysthatlearningisanactivityofinteractionbetween



2

individualsandtheirenvironmentwhichaimstomakechangesinaperson

includingchangesinbehavior,attitudes,habits,knowledge,skills,andso

onthatareconstant.AccordingtoIhsana(2017),learningistheprocess

ofgoing from notknowing to know,from notunderstanding to

comprehending,andfromnotbeingabletogetidealresultstobeingable

todoso.AccordingtoHandayani&Aminatun(2020),Englishskillis

importantforeveryonelivinginthisglobalizationeratocompetewith

otherssinceEnglishisusedasatoolofcommunicationinternationally.

Englishisthemostwidelyusedcommunicationtoolintheworld,with

peoplefrom allovertheworldusingittocommunicatetheirideas,

messages,aims,sentiments,andopinions.(Septiyana,etal,2021)state

thatEnglishisaninternationallanguagethatislearnedbymanypeopleto

catchupwiththedevelopmentoftheworld,especiallyineducation,

science,andtechnology.Oneofthetoolsthatcanhelpwithlearningand

teachingistechnology(Choirunnisa&Mandasari,2021).Englishistaught

asaforeignlanguageinIndonesia,anditisstudiedfrom elementary

schooltouniversitylevel.Asaresult,Englishiscrucial,particularlyin

termsofeducation.Furthermore,throughEnglish,wecanshowcasethe

diversityofthisnation'scultureandlanguagetopeoplewhoareinterested

inlearningmoreaboutit.AccordingtoSari&Aminatun(2021),the

positionofEnglishnowadaysisimportantbecausemanyjobsectorsare

lookingforemployeeswhoaregoodatEnglish.Englishisverymuch

neededinthenationalandinternationalarena.
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AccordingtoBrown(2002),motivationandenvironmentaretwoaspects

thatinfluencethelearningprocessofEnglish.ToacquireEnglishasa

foreignlanguage,motivationiscrucial(Noviana&Ayu,2022).Students

whochoosetolearnontheirownwilllearnmorequicklythanstudents

whoareforcedtostudybytheirparents.Therefore,parentsmustarouse

students'interestormotivation first,then ifstudents live in an

environmentwherethemajorityofthem speakEnglish,itwillusuallybe

easiertolearnthislanguage.ThemorestudentsuseEnglish,theeasierit

isforpupilstolearnthislanguage,andthebetter.Teachersmustteach

theirstudentsfourlanguageskillsandlinguisticcomponentswhen

studying English:listening,speaking,reading,writing,pronunciation,

vocabulary,and grammar.Skills are a crucialcomponentin the

developmentoflanguagecompetence.Ifthemotivationandenvironment

aresupportive,thenstudentswillmoreeasilyunderstandthefourskills

andstudentsshouldbeabletouseEnglishinrealterms.

Tomastertheseskillsandcomponents,althoughstudentshavegood

treatmentandfacilitiesinteachingandlearningactivities,theyhave

differentlearningstylesandwaystoachievelearningcompetencies.

AccordingtoDePorterandHernacki(2006),therearetwocategoriesof

individualways oflearning.First,the way individuals can absorb

informationeasily,thisconceptiscalledlearningmodalities.Second,is

howindividualsorganizeandmanagethatinformation,thisconceptcalled

dominanceabsorbs,organizes,andmanagesinformation.
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One ofthe mostimportantaspectsin determining how and how

successfullystudentslearnasecondorforeignlanguageistheirlearning

style,whichcanaffecttheircomprehensioninreading,writing,listening,

andspeaking.Thismeansthatlearningstyleshaveanimpactonhowwell

youunderstandEnglish.AccordingtoAriastuti&Wahyudin(2022),the

students’learningstylepreferencescanbetheinsightfortheteachersin

managingclassroom practice.Severalstudiesonlearningstylesand

languageacquisitionhavebeenconducted.Englishdemonstratesthat

thereisalinkbetweenstudents'learningstylesandtheirlanguage

acquisitionsuccess.LanguagelearningincludesunderstandingEnglish

skillssuchasreading,writing,talking,andlistening.

Manyvariablesorfactorsinfluencestudentlearningstyles,including

physical factors, emotional factors, sociological factors, and

environmentalfactors.Knowing studentlearningstylesisimportant

becauseitallowsteacherstoselectteachingtechniquesandeducational

resourcesthatareappropriatefortheirpupils.Teachers'inventivenessis

required in thisscenario when itcomesto modifying instructional

techniquesandpickingeducationalmedia.Itisbelievedthattheteaching

practicemustberelevanttotheconditionofthelearnersandprovidethem

withwideropportunitiestoengagewiththelearningprocess(Wahyudin&

Sari,2018).Aminatun&Oktaviani(2019)statethatteachersneedto

encouragetheirstudentstoutilizetechnologyfortheirstudies.Asaresult,
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itisenvisagedthatvariancesinlearningstylesamongstudentswillbe

effectivelyaddressed.Thesuccessoftheteachingandlearningprocessis

influencednotonlybyhowtheteacherteaches,butalso,moreimportantly,

byhowpupilslearn.AccordingtoAyu&Zuraida(2020),studentsmust

findouthowtospot,analyze,anddevelopideas.Becauselearningstyles

areanaspectofastudent'spersonality,theyaresignificantintheteaching

-learningprocess,andeachstudentbringstheirlearningstyletothe

classroom.AccordingtoWahyudin&Wahyuni(2022),Learningstylesare

notonlyaspectsofprocessinginformation,seeing,hearing,writing,and

speakingbutalsoaspectsofsequential,analytic,left-brain,andright-brain

informationprocessing.Learningstylesareimportantinthelearning

processandthefinalresultstobeachieved;eachstudenthasadifferent

learningstyle(Wahyudin&Rido,2020).Forthat,ateachermustbeableto

identifystudentlearningstylestoprovidetherightteachingmethodology

foreachstudent.Learning stylerefersto how studentslearnand

comprehendinformationfrom theirteachersinclass.Learningstyle,

accordingtoFlemingandMills(1992)istheinclinationofstudentsto

embracespecifictechniquesintheirlearningasatypeofresponsibilityto

obtainalearningapproachthatisinfluencedbythedemandsoflearningin

class/schoolaswellasthedemandsofthesubject.

Slameto(1991)defineslearningasaprocessthroughwhichaperson

changeshisbehaviorasaresultoftheexperienceshehashadinhislife's

encounters.Theeyesandearsarephysicaltoolsthatarebeneficialfor
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receivingvisualandlinguisticinformation,whereasthinkingisahuman

psychologicalpotentialintheformofacomplexmentalsystemtoabsorb,

process,store,andreplicateinformationandknowledge.Accordingto

Hoque(2008)whoinvestigatedstudents'strategiesandpreferencesin

studyingEFL,moststudentsfoundlearningEnglishbecauseofcurriculum

requirements,andthattheystudiedEnglishonlyforexaminationpurposes.

Manystudentshaveanimpactonhowtheylearnandhowtheyapplythe

learningpatternisdifferentfrom theirclassmates.Thisshowsthatitis

veryimportantforstudentstobeawareoftheirlearningstylestomake

thelearningprocessmoremeaningfulandeffectivesothatoptimalresults

fromteachingcanbeachieved.

ThisresearchwasconductedatSMKN 8BandarLampungwhichis

locatedatImam Bonjolstreetno.52Kemiling,BandarLampung.The

subjectsinthisstudywillbetenth-gradestudentsmajoringinoffice

administration.Thereasontheresearcherchoosesthisschoolisthatin

vocationalschooltherearevariousmajorssotheprocessoflearning

Englishwillbedifferentfromthatinhighschool.Becausetherearesome

differentmaterialsinEnglishbetweenseniorhighschoolandvocational

highschool,thelearningstylewillalsobeadjusted.Besidesthat,the

researcherisalsointerestedinknowingmoreaboutthelearningstyles

appliedbystudentsbecauseaccordingtotheobservation,thestudent

interestinlearningEnglishinvocationalschoolsislow.
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Basedonthebackgroundabove,theresearcherwillconductastudytitled

"AStudyontheTenthGradeStudents'LearningStyleinLearningEnglish

atSMKN8BandarLampung"toexaminethelearningstylesusedby

vocationalhighschoolstudents'inlearningEnglishandtofindwhatare

thelearningstylestrategiesusedbythestudentinlearningEnglish.

1.2 ResearchQuestions

Basedontheexplanationinthebackgroundabove,theresearcher

formulatestheresearchquestion:

1.Whatarethetypesoflearningstylesappliedbythetenth-grade

students'atSMKN8BandarLampunginlearningEnglish?

2.Whatarethestudents'learningstylestrategiesinlearningEnglish?

1.3 ResearchObjectives

Theobjectivesoftheresearchare:

1.Tofindoutwhattypesoflearningstylesareappliedbythetenth-

gradestudents'ofSMKN8BandarLampunginlearningEnglish.

2.Tofindoutthestudents'learningstylestrategiesinlearningEnglish.

1.4 UsesoftheStudy

Theresultsofthisstudyaimedtodeterminestudentlearningstyle

preferences.Therearealsomanyvariablesandvariousfactorsthat

determinethesuccessofstudentsincludingphysicalfactors,emotional

factors,sociologicalfactors,andenvironmentalfactors.

1.Theoretically



8

Thisstudyprovidesnewfindingsforteachersinunderstandingstudents'

learningstyles,stylestobeappliedaccordingtostudents'needs.

2.Practically

Practically,thisstudyisexpectedtohavecontributionsfor:

a.Forthelecturerorteacher

Thefindingsofthisstudyshouldaidteachersinidentifyingstudents'

learningstylesandneedstohelpthemovercometheirweaknesses.

b.Fortheresearcher

Theresearcherhopesthatthisresearchwillprovidenewknowledgetothe

researcherherselfaboutthestrategiescarriedoutbystudentsinlearning

stylesforEnglishsubjects.Theauthorwilldothisstudyasoneofthe

prerequisitesforacquiringabachelor'sdegreeinEnglishEducationfrom

theFacultyofArtsandEducation,UniversitasTeknokratIndonesia.

c.Forothers

Theresearcherhopesthatthisresearchcanbeusefulasareference

guideforfurtherresearchtoimprovestudents'readingstrategiesand

contributionsthatbenefitsociety.

1.5 ScopeoftheStudy

Itisalmostimpossibletoresearchtoansweralldifficulties;therefore,the

researcherofthisstudylimitedtheresearchstudy.Intheacademicyear

2021/2022,theresearcherfocusedonstudents'learningstyleandtheir

learningstrategiesaccordingtotheirlearningstylesinstudyingEnglishin

tenth-gradestudentsatSMKN8BandarLampung.


