
CHAPTER TWO 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

 

2.1 Previous Studies 

Some studies are relevant to the study the researcher conducts in this thesis. This 

study can be supported by an extensive review of the use of YouTube as learning 

media to enhance students speaking skills. In line with this, many researchers have 

been devoted to the researcher the usefulness of YouTube as learning media.  

The first previous study conducted to improve speaking skills is from Arianti, 

Nurmaningsih, and Pratiwi (2018) with the title “A Media for Teaching Speaking 

Using YouTube Video”. the objective of the research is to investigate the use of 

video as a medium for teaching speaking which are developed in classroom 

activities. The research methodology in this research is qualitative. The findings 

show that the use of video can create Students Talking Time by conducting 

speaking activities such as role-playing, discussion, and problem-solving. Those 

activities fulfill all indicators in evaluation speaking such as content, grammar, 

vocabulary, organization, and pronunciation, and The use of video is fun for 

students and can be built into such activities that cover student-centered learning, 

use speaking skills in most of its activities, and can cover all speaking indicators. 

Video is the best way to build initiative, communication, and problem-solving skills 

that students need to work together in teams as well as individuals. 

The second research conducted by Meinawati, Rahmah, Harmoko, Dewi, (2020) 

conducted study entitled “Increasing English Speaking Skills Through YouTube “. 

The objective of the research is to find out if the ability to speak English effectively 

by 10th graders at SMA IT Rahmaniya was improved by using YouTube. The 

research methodology in this research is the qualitative descriptive method as the 

method of research. The result shows that YouTube can be a strong substitute 
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medium for teaching speaking in the classroom to use as a medium. Students talk 

more expressively in this manner and don't have to think about the words they use 

while speaking. The way students mimic native speakers is by making it easier for 

them to speak comfortably in English. Since they have opportunities to speak 

English like native speakers, they are no longer confused. 

The third research conducted by Gunada (2017), conducted study entitled “Using 

YouTube Video: An IT-based Media to Improve Students’ Speaking Skill. The 

objective of the research is to present the theoretical perspective underlying 

YouTube video as an IT-based media to improve students' speaking skills. The data 

were obtained from several sources such as journal articles, conference 

proceedings, conference papers, and thesis. The finding shows that YouTube video 

offers authentic English to students, so they have greater exposure to facets of 

speech such as pronunciation, structure, vocabulary, and intonation, resulting in 

enhancement of the other aspects of speaking, namely understanding and fluency, 

as well as speaking skills as a whole. Besides, it is also an interesting, challenging, 

and exciting medium that can inspire students to learn more seriously. 

The fourth previous research was conducted by Riswandi (2016). A conducted 

study entitled “Use of YouTube-Based Videos to Improve Students’ Speaking Skill”. 

The objective of the research are: (1) describing to what extent the use of YouTube-

based videos can improve the students' speaking skills and (2) describing the 

teaching and learning process when YouTube-based videos are implemented in the 

class. The study was conducted by using a classroom action research design. The 

result of this study is the implementing YouTube-based videos to teach speaking 

will enhance the abilities and encouragement of students to speak. This progress is 

demonstrated by the accomplishment of the learners speaking and the score earned. 

The speaking test score met the performance criteria. Besides, the students regularly 

engaged in learning exercises and were highly inspired in the speaking class to use 

YouTube-based videos. The nature of the video, which simultaneously provides 

images and audio, will help students train their pronunciation, improve their 

vocabulary, and make it easier for them to find an idea when speaking in the 

development of phrases. Students can get knowledge quicker and feel more assured 
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about the lesson, as they rely not only on their ability to communicate but also on 

their understanding. 

The last previous study was conducted by Kurniawan (2018) entitled “Student’s 

Perception on The Use of YouTube as a Learning Media to Improve their Speaking 

Skill”. The objective of the research is to investigate the perception of students of 

English speaking class on using YouTube toward their achievement in speaking 

skills. The data were obtained from a questionnaire and short interviews. The 

findings show that; (1) Students think that YouTube will make their speaking skills 

even stronger. (2) In speaking class, using YouTube can also make them confident 

to speak English in front of the camera and the public. (3) Feedback/comments from 

other students on YouTube can help to improve their speaking ability and the 

quality of the video. It can be inferred that the use of YouTube in speech class as a 

learning tool can allow students to develop their ability to communicate. 

The use of YouTube as a teaching medium is the focus of these studies. According 

to the research offered in the preceding review, using YouTube as a teaching 

medium can assist students in improving their speaking abilities. The previous 

studies all looked for ways to improve students' speaking skills by using YouTube 

as a learning medium. The difference between previous studies and this study is the 

teacher uses YouTube as a teaching media to facilitate and help the teacher in the 

process of material presentation, assessment and feedback for student speaking 

performances.   

 

2.2 Theoretical Framework  

2.2.1 Concept of Speaking  

Speaking is an oral skill to express our feeling, thought, and opinions to others. 

Moreover, speaking is an activity that the speaker communicates and delivers the 

message and the listener can process the messages.  According to Nunan (2003: 

48), Speaking is a productive oral skill that involves making systematic verbal 

utterances to convey meaning. In speaking, students will learn how to deliver ideas 

according to the context they are speaking, produce a sentence, and express 

language with good pronunciation and comprehensible language. Brown (2004: 
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140) points out that "speaking is an interactive process of constructing meaning that 

involves producing and receiving and processing information".  From the 

explanation above it can be concluded that speaking is an interactive process of 

constructing systematic meaning that involves producing and receiving information 

from the speaker. Richards (2008:19) states that for many second language or 

foreign language learners, the mastery of speaking skills in English is a priority. 

Therefore, speaking ability has become an important skill to be mastered because it 

applies to communication skills.  

 

According to Mackey (2001), Speaking is an oral expression that requires not only 

the use of proper rhythm and intonation patterns but also correct order and correct 

aspects of language to communicate a correct meaning. Therefore, speaking ability 

has become an important skill to be mastered because it applies to communication 

skills. From the statement above, speaking is an oral expression of an integrated 

meaning-building mechanism that includes a phonological and grammatical system 

and involves the ability to collaborate to offer knowledge and ideas in the 

management of speaking turn. Gilakjani (2016) said that speaking is of great 

significance for people's interaction where they speak everywhere and every day. It 

means that speaking is a language tool and the most important skill that is needed 

by a human to interact, get relationships, sharing ideas or information with others. 

To master speaking we need to learn the component of speaking such as 

pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension, with this 

component people can be more easily and effectively communicate with other 

people.  

 

2.2.2 Components of Speaking Skill 

Speaking skill is related to the ability of students to respond to other people and to 

communicate. Not only does the speaker understand what is communicated, but 

someone has to be able to respond to it. It should be noted that a person not only 

acts as a listener but also as a respondent or speaker while speaking. According to 

Brown (2007), speaking skill is productive skill that can be observed directly and 

empirically. The accuracy and efficacy of a test taker's listening abilities are 
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inevitably colored by those findings, which necessarily undermine the reliability 

and validity of an oral output test. Many skills are considered essential to be taught 

to students in teaching speaking so that they can interact well in English; they are 

pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension (Harris, 1969). 

 

2.2.2.1 Pronunciation  

Pronunciation is the way of how to pronounce a word. According to Hornby (2005), 

Pronunciation is the way a language is spoken, the way a word is pronounced, the 

way the words of the language are spoken by a person. Pronunciation is the way to 

create a simpler language for students as they speak. It deals with the phonological 

process that relates to the elements of grammar made up of elements and concepts 

that define the variability and pattern of sounds in a language. A good pronunciation 

can boost learners' self-confidence and positively affect estimates of the credibility 

and skill of a speaker; it also gives listeners a good impression. 

 

2.2.2.2 Grammar 

Mastering grammar will help students speak English because they will understand 

how to structure a sentence's words, what tense to use, and how to use acceptable 

utterances. According to Ur (1996), grammar is the way words are put together to 

make a correct sentence. Proper grammar keeps communication from being 

misunderstood while expressing thoughts and ideas. 

 

2.2.2.3 Vocabulary 

According to Jack, Willy, and Renandya (2002), vocabulary is a core component 

of language proficiency and provides much of the basis for how well learners speak, 

listen, read, and write. In this case, when studying vocabulary mastery, learners 

need media that could help students develop their vocabulary mastery easily. By 

comprehending vocabulary, it will be easier for people when they want to say 

something in a foreign language (Aminatun, and Oktaviani, 2019). 
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2.2.2.4 Fluency 

Fluency is the way to generate words without any pause and stop, in simple 

pronunciation, so that a listener can capture the correct meaning. Richards (2005) 

stated that fluency is the use of natural language when a speaker engages in 

substantive conversation and retains it. Despite shortcomings in one's 

communicative competence, this correspondence will be comprehensible and 

continuous. It does not imply that when we offer input on their messages, we ignore 

the mistakes or errors of students. Instead, to enhance the fluency of students in 

their interactions, local problems should be secondary concerns. 

 

2.2.2.5 Comprehension 

According to Harmer (2007), in speaking activity, every student is expected to 

comprehend what a speaker said. It implies that comprehension is also an important 

factor to be measured because the better the messages are understood by speakers, 

the faster they respond to the messages. 

 

2.2.3 Teaching Speaking  

Speaking is the use of language in a spoken manner to communicate with others. 

Speaking can also be defined as a person's capacity to communicate their ideas to 

others. People engage in speaking to communicate effectively. Instruction talking 

is a type of conversation that uses an indirect method to teach beginners how to 

have more or less interplay in interactions and how to use a direct strategy (Brown 

2000). It indicates that teaching speaking is a method of explaining something 

significant to students and inviting them to create the idea and then convey it in 

class through speaking. According to Harmer (2007), there are three reasons to 

teach speaking: (1) The speaking activity allows students to practice real-life 

speaking skills to feel protected in the classroom. (2). Students strive to use one or 

all of them who know it in a speaking assignment and provide feedback to both the 

teacher and the students. (3). Many students have had the opportunity to become 

more viable or energetic in many aspects of the language. In conclusion, there are 

three reasons for teaching speaking: it engages students in active participation in 

class, it provides them with a large vocabulary to construct sentences in a foreign 
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language, and it allows them to be more productive in their ability to produce words, 

particularly in English. Speaking exercises also encourage students to express their 

differing viewpoints in front of the class, as well as in front of other students outside 

of the classroom. As a result, when students explain the topic or the background in 

a discussion, they must communicate confidently. 

 

2.2.4 Types of Speaking Activity 

According Brown (2001: 250) classifies the type of classroom speaking 

performance as follows: 

1. Imitative 

In this activity, students try to practice intonation and repeat what the 

speaker was said. The goal of this activity knows the progress of the student 

in receiving, responds the speaker, reproducing what the speaker said, and 

focusing on a particular element of language form. 

2. Intensive 

This activity focus on the practice of phonological or grammatical aspect of 

language. The competency of this activity is to achieve grammatical or 

lexical mastery. For intensive speaking, students should be a direct response 

to the question.  

3. Responsive 

Responsive is the most activity in the speech classroom, when the speaker 

speak the listener should respond to them such as comments or questions, 

so speech can be meaningful and authentic. 

4. Transactional (dialogue) 

The purpose of transactional is to deliver and share specific information is 

common in the responsive language.  

5. Interpersonal (dialogue) 

Interpersonal carry out to maintaining the social relationship, in this activity 

students need to learn such features of the relationship between casual 

styles, sarcasm and so on are coded linguistically in this conversation. 
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6. Extensive (monologue) 

Extensive involves a great deal of preparation in communication. For this 

activity, students can learn how to improve or share their ideas with others 

and learn how to be confident to speak without afraid.  The activity of 

extensive speaking includes speech, storytelling, newscasting, etc.  

 

2.2.5 Descriptive Text  

A descriptive paragraph describes how someone or something seems or feels. As a result, 

if we want to characterize someone or something, we can utilize our bodies to determine 

the object's outcome. Zemach (2003).  As a result, descriptive writing is used to 

explain everything that the speaker or writer sees, including the location, someone, 

animal, or vegetable.  

According to Kane (2000) stated that the description is a sensory perception of what 

something looks like, sounds like, and feels like. It indicates that something can be 

felt, seen, and heard if it has a form. For the most part, some experts that description 

can aid humans to know what the attributes of the object are and to provide 

information when the human imagines something that the speaker utilizes feel, 

sound, and tastes to explain. 

One of the active learning teaching strategies for reviewing material that has been 

learned is descriptive text. According to Depdiknas (2006), the goal of teaching 

descriptive text speaking is for students to be able to articulate meaning in a simple 

brief monologue based on the text's general structures and language qualities. 

According to Knapp (2000), a descriptive text allows us to categorize or classify an 

almost infinite range of experiences and observations, allowing us to know them 

objectively or subjectively, depending on the learning area or aim of the writer. 

When students are in the following situations, they characterize themselves as 

follows: (1) Having a conversation or writing about a visual. (2) In a tale, write 

about a character or setting. (3) Observing an animal and writing a report on it. 

According to Gerot and Wignell (1994: 208), the generic structure of the descriptive 

text is composed of the following elements: first, identification of the phenomena 

to be described, for example: Person/animal or things/place. Second, a description 
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is a detailed description of the qualities or characteristics of something or someone. 

(1) Characteristics (degree of attractiveness, excellence, or worth/value) (2) 

Specifications (prominent aspects that are unique). 

 

2.2.6 Teaching Media 

As a medium, the internet can be used in the teaching and learning process. It's 

possible because the internet is so simple to use. Students nowadays not only use 

the internet on online websites, but also from their school or even at home. The 

internet can be used for a variety of purposes in ELT (English Language Teaching), 

including updating language skills, accessing teaching materials, working on class 

projects, and activities (Teeler and Gray, 2000: 5). Teaching media are meant to 

assist teachers in presenting the lesson more clearly and engagingly for students to 

follow.  

 

The physical means by which teaching is provided to students is referred to as 

instructional media. As a result, the term "media" encompasses both traditional 

instructional media such as teachers, chalkboards, textbooks, and other print 

materials, as well as modern instructional media such as computers, CDs, 

interactive video, and multimedia systems (Reiser, A. 1996). According to 

Falahudin (2014) states the teacher's duties are to include, explain, direct, and also 

inspire students to engage with various existing learning tools. It is not only about 

resources in the form of people, but also about other learning resources. Not only 

learning resources that are deliberately built for learning purposes but also learning 

resources that are also available. All learning resources can be defined, selected, 

and used by the students as a learning resource. 

 

2.2.7 YouTube Videos 

Learning media can be obtained from various forms of social media, such as 

Facebook, Wikis, YouTube, Blog forums, and so on (Li, 2017).  As one of the well-

known learning sites, YouTube has several advantages for learners to boost their 

ability to communicate. The students can receive some input from other YouTube 
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users by uploading their English-speaking videos. YouTube is one of the social 

media platforms that can affect the ability to speak and listen in the English 

language in particular. YouTube features several videos that will assist learners in 

the process of learning. Riswandi (2016) found that knowledge of content, 

grammar, pronunciation, vocabulary, and fluency improved for those who had 

participated In English schools, YouTube is considered one of the most successful 

ways of achieving success. It can be used to develop different skills such as 

listening, speaking, grammar, and vocabulary, etc. in the English classroom.  

In Fralinger and Owen’s study (2009), YouTube's efficacy as a learning tool was 

broken down into four categories: the implementation of the YouTube project, the 

key benefits of the learning process of the YouTube project, the effectiveness of the 

teacher in the learning process, and recommendations for change to enhance 

learning. Albahlal (2019) states that YouTube videos allow students to understand 

the meaning of new words and develop their ability to communicate and also reduce 

the anxiety of students, help students learn more quickly, and sustain the attention 

of students throughout the class. It is assumed, then that the use of YouTube video 

operation in the speaking class of students would make a positive contribution to 

their ability to communicate.  

Therefore, the researcher selects YouTube videos as an efficient tool to help 

students develop their ability to communicate. Almurashi (2016) claims that in 

teaching the English language, the use of YouTube plays a major role in helping 

learners to understand their English lessons. It can enhance student success and 

upgrade their levels in English courses. In other words, YouTube has had a huge 

effect on the learning of English by students. He also said that YouTube may be a 

good material for incorporating English lessons and that it can also help to 

understand the lesson. In short, the study showed that the YouTube website could 

be an effective way to deal with the difficulties and obstacles to understanding 

English among students. 
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2.2.8 Speaking Assessment 

Speaking is a challenging ability that necessitates the use of several skills at the 

same time, which often grow at different times in different positions. Pronunciation, 

grammar, vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension are all considered to be 

important aspects of speaking ability. According to Brown (2004), there are six 

components of speaking to be scored: pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, 

fluency, comprehension, and task.  

 

Table 2.1 Criteria of Pronunciation Assessment 

Scores Pronunciation 

5 Equivalent to and fully accepted by an educated native speaker 

4 Errors in pronunciation are quite rare 

3 Errors never interfere with understanding and rarely disturb the native 

speaker. An accent may be foreign. 

2 An accent is an intelligible thought often quite faulty. 

1 Errors in pronunciation are frequent but can be understood by a native 

speaker used to dealing with foreigners attempting to speak his 

languages. 

 

Table 2.3 Criteria of Comprehension Assessment 

Scores Comprehension  

5 Equivalent to that of an educated native speaker. 

4 Within his experience, he can understand every conversation. 

3 Comprehension is quite complete at a normal rate of speech 

2 Can get the gist of most conversations of non-technical subjects (i.e., 

topics that require no specialized knowledge). 

1 Within the scope of his limited language experience, understand 

simple questions and statements if delivered with slowed speech, 

repetition, or paraphrasing. 
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Table 2.4 Criteria of Vocabulary Assessment 

Scores Vocabulary  

5 Speech on a level that is fully accepted by native speakers in all its 

features including breadth of vocabulary and idioms, colloquialisms, 

and pertinent cultural references. 

4 Understand and participate in any conversation within the range of his 

experience with a high degree of vocabulary.   

3 Able to speak with sufficient vocabulary to participate effectively in 

most formal and informal conversations on practical, social, and 

professional topics. Vocabulary is broad enough that he rarely has to 

grope for a word. 

2 Has speaking vocabulary sufficient to express himself simply with 

some circumlocutions. 

1 Speaking vocabulary inadequate to express anything but the most 

elementary needs. 

 

Table 1.5 Criteria of Fluency Assessment 

Scores Fluency  

5 Has complete fluency by the fact that his speech is well received by 

trained native speakers. 

4 Able to communicate efficiently in the language at all levels that are 

usually important to professional needs. With a high degree of 

fluency, engage in any discussion within the scope of this experience. 

3 Can discuss the particular interest of competence with reasonable ease. 

Rarely has to grope for words. 

2 Most social situations, such as introductions and casual discussions 

about current events, as well as work, family, and autobiographical 

detail, can be handled with confidence but not with ease. 

1 No specific fluency description refers to the other four language areas 

for an implied level of fluency. 

 

 


