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CHAPTER TWO 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1 Previous Studies 

There has been some previous research on Think-Pair-Share strategies used in 

speaking classes or to improve students' speaking abilities. The researcher 

reviewed some related studies. It was done by Yuliana (2019), entitled The Impact 

of Using Think-Pair-Share Technique on Students’ Speaking Skill. The objective 

of this research was to find out whether the use of the Think-Pair-Share technique 

can improve students’ speaking skills. The research method of this study was 

quantitative with one group. To collect the data was used an oral test was about 

giving opinions and the statistical formula was used to analyze data. The results 

showed that the score of students’ post-test was higher than pre-test. It means that 

the Think-Pair-Share technique had a positive impact on students to improve 

speaking skills. 

Another research was conducted by Manurung (2017), entitled Using Think-

Pair-Share to Improve Speaking Achievement to the Second Semester English 

Study Program of Tridinanti University Palembang. The objective of this research 

was to improve the speaking achievement of the second-semester students of 

Tridinanti Palembang by using the Think-Pair-Share strategy. The research 

method was action research. To collect the data was used tests and observation. 

The results showed that the Think-Pair-Share strategy was to be implemented. It 

means that Think-Pair-Share had brought significant improvement to the students’ 

speaking achievement. 
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The research that had been conducted by Cahyani (2018), entitled The Use of 

Think-Pair-Share Technique to Improve Students Speaking Performance. The 

objective of this research was to find out whether the use of the Think-Pair-Share 

technique can improve students’ speaking performance or not. The research 

method was quantitative with experimental study of pre-test and post-test control 

group design. The result of this study to the students’ speaking score has been 

improved after teaching by using the Think-Pair-Share Technique. 

The study entitled The Influence of Think-Pair-Share in Enhancing Students 

Speaking Ability. It is done by Putri (2020). The objective of this research was to 

know the influence of Think-Pair-Share on students speaking ability of short 

monologs. The research method was a quantitative method with a quasi-

experimental design. The result of the study showed that students’ speaking score 

in the experimental class was higher than in the controlled class. It means that 

Think-Pair-Share is an effective way to improve students ‘speaking ability, 

especially in short monologues. 

Based on the explanation of some previous studies above, the researcher can 

explain the similarity and differences between the previous study and the 

researchers’ study. The similarity between the previous study and this study is the 

use of Think-Pair-Share strategies as a teaching strategy. There are differences 

from the previous study with this study such as the level of the students, research 

method or research design, and the material of the speaking test. Although there is 

the same method as the previous study of this study, which is quasi-experimental, 

the student level is different from the previous study with this study. Most of the 



8 
 

  Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia 

material that the researcher used in the previous study was analysis pictures and 

text.   

2.2 Theoretical Framework  

2.2.1 Think-Pair-Share 

2.2.1.1 The Nature of Think-Pair-Share 

According to Kagan (1994), Think-Pair-Share is a cooperative 

learning strategy that can support higher-level thinking. The teacher 

asks students to think on certain topics, then students pair up with other 

students to discuss their thoughts and share ideas with the group. This 

strategy combines a variety of learning styles that result in greater 

involvement and interaction of more students. In addition, Think-Pair-

Share allows students to think and talk carefully about what they have 

learned. This strategy requires minimal effort on the part of the teacher 

but encourages a lot of participation from students, reluctant students.  

In other words, similar research from Sanjani (2015), states 

Think-Pair-Share is one of the cooperative learning strategies that make 

students work together in pairs. Students must think of a topic then 

discuss and share their ideas with a partner. Therefore, they have the 

opportunity to convey their ideas and share those ideas with the whole 

class or in groups. 

Also the similar research from Vitasari (2017) states, Think-

Pair-Share technique is one of the cooperative learning strategies that 

can be used to teach English, especially for teaching speaking. This 

technique allows students to practice speaking through three steps, 
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techniques of thinking, pairing, and sharing. Instead of using a basic 

reading method where a teacher asks questions and one student offers 

answers, this learning strategy promotes class participation by 

encouraging high student response rates. Moreover, this strategy 

provides an opportunity for all students to share their thoughts or 

discuss with other students. In turn, increase their sense of involvement 

in classroom learning. Through Think-Pair-Share, students can learn to 

speak with confidence. In addition, this activity can create a big chance 

to improve students’ morale through learning a language for teachers. 

Think-Pair-Share (TPS) learning model is a modification of the 

Think-Pair-Share model developed by Lapp and Moss, (2012). There 

are three steps of Think-Pair-Share. First, the teacher asks students to 

spend one minute thinking to themselves about the answers to problems 

or questions given by the teacher. The second step is pairing up. After 

that, the teacher asks students to pair up with other students and discuss 

what they think. The third step is sharing. In the final step, the teacher 

asks a pair of students to share the results of the discussion throughout 

the class. Furthermore, Students pair up with other students to share 

their responses to a question. Then the students are asked to share their 

responses in the classroom. 

Furthermore, it can be concluded that Think-Pair-Share refers to 

one of the cooperative learning strategies that make students work in 

pairs with other students. Students must think of a topic, discuss and 
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share their ideas with a partner. Therefore, they have the opportunity to 

express their ideas and share those ideas in class with their partners. 

2.2.1.2 Cooperative Learning 

Cooperative learning is one of the most remarkable and fertile 

areas of theory, research, and practice in education. Cooperative 

learning exists when students work together to accomplish shared 

learning goals. Each student can then achieve his or her learning goal if 

and only if the other group members achieve theirs. In addition, Roger 

states that cooperative learning is a successful teaching strategy in 

which the students work in small teams using a variety of learning 

activities to improve their understanding of a subject. Every member is 

not only responsible for learning what they learned but also for helping 

their friends to learn. Thus, creating an atmosphere of achievement is 

important. It means that each student achieves his or her learning goal if 

the other group members achieve theirs. 

2.2.1.3 The Steps of Think-Pair-Share 

According to Yerigan (2008), cited in Azline (2010), there are 3 

steps of Think-Pair-Share. This is explained as follows:  

1) Think individually 

Each student thinks about the topic of the assignment given 

by the teacher. The teacher arranges pairs for students. 

Before they continue to work with their partners, their 

responses must first be conveyed to the teacher. 

2) Pair with partner 
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The teacher needs to provide directions for students to share 

their responses with their peers. At this stage, each pair of 

students discussed their ideas from the given assignment. 

From the results of the discussion, each pair concluded and 

produced the final answer. 

3) Share to the whole class 

After finishing the discussion, the teacher asks each pair to 

share the results of the students' discussion in the class. At 

this stage, each pair facilitates a class discussion to look for 

similarities or differences to the responses or opinions of 

various pairs. 

2.2.1.4 The Benefits of Think-Pair-Share 

For students, Think-Pair-Share can improve students’ 

confidence. Many students feel more confident when they discuss their 

assignment with their partners first before they have to speak in larger 

group in front of the class. Thinking becomes more focused when it is 

discussed with partner. The second is the user of timer gives all students 

the opportunity to discuss their ideas. This knowledge construction 

stage, the students will find out what they know and do not know which 

is very valuable for students. Therefore, students are actively engaged 

in thinking. From the opportunity, students will be more critical 

thinking to discuss and reflect on the topic. Students have an 

opportunity to share their thinking with at least one other student, 

thereby increasing their sense of involvement. Last, the Think Pair 
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Share strategy improves the quality of the students’ responses. It 

enhances the students’ oral communication skill as they have limited to 

discuss their ideas with another. Therefore the responses receives are 

often more intellectually concise since student have had a chance to 

reflect their ideas. From statement above, it can be concluded that TPS 

strategy has many advantages. They are; linking from students, 

improving students’ confidences,13 giving opportunities to share their 

ideas, promoting their critical thinking, and improving the quality of 

students’ responses. 

Meanwhile, for lecturer, TPS are not only for students but also 

fir lecturer. By using the TPS strategy, lecture can build an enjoyable 

atmosphere in the teaching and learning process. The lecture creates 

new situation to make the students speak up. They motivate their 

students to be brave to express their ideas or feeling and to answer 

questions in the speaking class. Therefore, the classroom is not a silent 

class anymore since the students become active. Secondly, the lecture 

can manage the classroom. It is not lecturer centered anymore. The 

lecturer considers the students as the center of teaching and learning 

process. It is not spending time to choose the students to answer the 

questions and ask them to share it in front of the class. The lecture will 

be more creative in making new materials to be discussed in teaching 

and learning process. This strategy is not only gives students 

opportunity to observe the other students as they interact in pairs but 
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also get an idea of whether all students understand the content if there 

are areas that need to be reviewed. 

2.2.1.5 The Advantages of Think-Pair Share 

According to Lyman (1985), the Think-Pair-Share technique as a 

model of cooperative language learning has several advantages. Such as: 

a) The Think-Pair-Share technique allows students to think about their 

ideas before sharing them with the whole class. Therefore, class 

discussions are more productive. 

b) Students have the opportunity to learn higher-order thinking skills 

from their peers, and also they gain confidence when reporting ideas 

in the class. 

c) Both students and teachers have increased opportunities to think and 

engage in group discussions. 

d) Think-Pair-Share techniques can be applied at all class levels and 

class sizes. 

2.2.2 Review of Speaking 

2.2.2.1 The Nature of Speaking  

Brown (2004) defines that speaking as a productive skill that 

can be directly and empirically observed, such observations are always 

colored by accuracy. The effectiveness of the test taker's listening skills, 

which of course compromises the reality and validity of oral production 

tests. One of the language skills that play an important role in learning a 

language is speaking. One of the important skills that require a lot of 

practice to communicate is speaking. 
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By talking, people can find out the situation that occurs in their 

environment. Information becomes better if people can communicate. 

Harmer said that they had to be able to pronounce correctly. Moreover, 

they need to master intonation, conversation, both transactional and 

interpersonal conversations. 

In similar research from Milanti (2014) states, speaking ability 

is the ability that includes all English skills and that is the essence of 

English because in speaking, speakers will convey the meaning of their 

speech, and their speaking ability must be acceptable, understood, and 

delivered.  

In conclusion, speaking is one of the language skills to get and 

convey information in grammatical utterances to express their thoughts 

so that their speaking ability can be acceptable and understandable. 

2.2.2.2 Micro skills and Macro skills of Speaking 

Brown (2004) distinguishes between micro-skills and macro 

speaking skills. Micro-skills refer to producing smaller chunks of 

language. Meanwhile, macro prowess implies a speaker's focus on a 

larger element. The micro-skills and macro-skills of oral productions as 

quoted below. 

a) Micro-skills  

Generates a distinction between English phonemes and 

allophonic variants. Generates language chunks of different 

lengths. Generates English stress patterns, stressed and 

unstressed words, rhythms, intonation structures, and contours. 
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Generates fewer tenses and phrases. Use grammatical word 

classes (nouns, verbs, etc.), systems (e.g. tense, agreement, 

plural), word order, patterns, rules, and elliptical forms. 

b) Macro-skills 

Convey links and relationships between events and 

communicate relationships such as peripheral ideas of focus, 

events, and feelings of the newly given information, 

generalizations, and examples. Convey facial features, kinesics, 

body language, and other nonverbal cues along with verbal 

language. Develop and use a range of speaking strategies, such 

as emphasizing keywords, repeating, providing context for 

interpreting the meaning of words, asking for help, and 

accurately assessing how we will help your interlocutor 

understand you. 

2.2.3 Teaching Speaking  

By using interesting method, teachers will reach the target of language 

easily and students will train and practice in the skill of interactive real time 

talk because teaching speaking needs communicative competence, so teachers 

should master the elements of speaking such as pronunciation, vocabulary, 

fluency and the grammar. To help students develop communicative efficiency 

in speaking, teacher can use a balance activities approach that language input, 

structure input and communicative output. 
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According to Kayi (2010), to teach language learners are to: 

a. Produces sound patterns and English voices 

b. Using word and sentence emphasis, intonation patterns, and second 

language rhythms 

c. Choose the right words and sentences according to the right social 

environment, audience, situation, and subject matter. 

d. Organize their thoughts in a meaningful and logical order 

e. Use language as a tool to express value and judgment. 

f. Use calm and confident language with a few unnatural pauses known as 

fluency. 

It means that the teacher must be able to make students interested in 

taking their lessons, especially speaking. If the teacher has good teaching 

techniques, students will easily understand what is explained by the teacher. 

2.2.4 Activities in Teaching Speaking 

According to Bygate (1987), there are four speaking activities. First, the 

information gap activity. This activity will be carried out in pairs where one 

student has information about something and the other student has no 

information. The second is communication games. In this activity, students 

must appear to complete the tasks. The third one is simulations. In this 

activity, students act as themselves or others in an imaginary setting. The 

fourth is project-based activities. In this activity, students can work together 

to find out how to solve problems.  
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2.2.5 The Nature of Teaching English as a Foreign Language 

English as an international language that has large influence to human 

life. English has been acknowledged by most countries in the world as an 

International language. Consequently, English has to be used in international 

communication for general as well as specific need. Therefore people in 

countries where English used as foreign language have to learn it. Broughton 

states, “English as a foreign language is taught in school, often widely, but it 

does not play an essential role in national or social life. According to Setiyadi, 

English is really foreign language for language learner in Indonesia, because 

in Indonesia it is learned only at school and people do not speak the language 

in the society. It is expected that the students should have the ability or 

knowledge of English which can be used for communication.  

It means that the students who learn English as a foreign language 

should have limited time to use their English in daily activity.However, 

teaching English as a foreign language should be different from teaching it as 

a second language. Setiyadi states that language teaching is influenced by 

ideas on the nature of language (language theories) and the learning 

conditions that make learners to acquire the language (learning theories). 

Differences in language theories may affect the selection of the teaching 

methods. It means that in teaching English as a foreign language, the teacher 

should know what they do in order that he or she can make his or her students 

learn it. In other words, the teacher should prepare the materials, instructions, 

and teaching techniques well. In addition, Brown states that teaching shows 

helping someone to learn do something, giving instructions in the study of 



18 
 

  Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia 

something, providing with language, and causing to know or understand. 

English as the foreign language has different characteristic from our mother 

tongue. Although the students have learned English for a long time but their 

English ability is still low, so the English teacher must be able to give 

motivation to the students to increase their English competence. Richard and 

Rodger state that the goal of foreign language learning is to learn a language 

in order to benefit from mental discipline and intellectual development that 

result from the language study 

2.2.6 Testing Speaking  

2.2.6.1 Review of Testing Speaking 

Kitao and Kenji (1996) suggest that speaking testing can use 

visual materials, such as; pictures, maps, diagrams, and other types of 

visual material that can be used to test students' speaking skills. The 

material must be selected selectively by the teacher because it will help 

the teacher/tester in controlled vocabulary and grammar. In this test, 

students are given a series of pictures that tell a story and have to put 

them together in a coherent narrative. 

2.2.6.2 The Aspects of Speaking 

Based on the explanation of several experts about speaking 

skills, the researcher will explain the aspects of speaking in each theory. 

According to Haris (1974), there are five aspects of speaking skills such 

as: 

 

 



19 
 

  Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia 

a) Comprehension  

Oral communication requires the subject to respond, speak also to 

initiate it. 

b) Grammar  

The use of grammar is also to learn the correct way to acquire 

proficiency in the spoken and written form of language. At this 

point, students need to formulate correct sentences in conversation. 

c) Vocabulary 

Vocabulary means the appropriate diction used in communication. 

Having a limited vocabulary is also a barrier that prevents learners 

from learning a language so that a person cannot communicate 

effectively or express ideas both orally and in writing. 

d) Pronunciation 

Pronunciation is a way to produce clearer language when speaking. a 

phonological process that refers to a grammatical component 

consisting of the elements and principles that determine how the 

various sounds and patterns in a language are also related. 

e) Fluency  

Fluency is the ability to read, speak, or write easily, fluently, and 

expressively. It means that the speaker can read, understand and 

respond in a clear and concise language while linking meaning and 

context. 
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2.3 Hypothesis  

There were two hypotheses in this study, Hα, and Hο. Hο was applied if there 

was no effect of the Think-Pair-Share technique on the eleventh-grade students 

speaking ability in SMA Al-Huda Jatimulyo. Meanwhile, Hα was applied if there 

was an effect of the Think-Pair-Share technique on the eleventh-grade students 

speaking ability in SMA Al-Huda Jatimulyo. 

  


