
CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the Study 

The outbreak of Covid-19 has many impacts on various fields in Indonesia, ranging 

from the economy field to the education field. To prevent Covid-19 from spreading, 

the government decided to implement Learning from Home (LFH). LFH shifted 

formal education practice from the classroom (on-site) learning to online learning. 

According to Kurtanto (2017), online learning is a teaching-learning process that 

can bring students and teachers to carry out learning interactions with the Internet's 

help. With the assistance of Information & Communication Technology (ICT), 

teachers will deliver the materials while students can easily access the material. 

LFH is implemented in every educational stage, including Vocational High school 

(SMK). Since English has been a compulsory subject for Vocational High School, 

it should be conducted online.  

English Teaching in vocational high schools is believed to accelerate national 

development since many modern science resources are only available in English. 

According to Gunantar (2016), mostly the target of learning English for Indonesian 

students is commonly to develop reading skills, translation into the Indonesian 

language, and sometimes writing in English. English language teaching and 

learning become more prominent as the government focused on developing 

excellent human resources. 

Though the online policy has been implemented primarily in the Covid-19 

pandemic, some practitioners have done English teaching in the last decade with 
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the support of the Internet that provided abundant access to learning sites and 

applications. One of the software applications that can assist English teaching and 

learning is Learning Management Systems. According to Ellis (2009), LMS is a 

software application that enables the users to document, track, manage, and report 

the learning programs. The learning process in LMS happens through the features 

that enable communication, either synchronously or asynchronously. In LMS, the 

instructors, the learners, and the administrators would be facilitated to use and 

access the services without the boundary of time (Putri & Sari, 2020). With the 

handful of features mentioned above, LMS became one of the best learning 

platforms that schools can use for English language teaching and learning during 

the pandemic situation. 

Among many LMSs used worldwide as a learning platform, Moodle has gained 

more attention from users worldwide. Moodle stands for Modular Object-Oriented 

Dynamic Learning Environment. It is also called a virtual learning environment that 

is relatively free to use (Moodle.org, 2020). According to Costa, Alvelos & Teixeira 

(2012), Moodle platform provides several modules, such as Database, Lessons, 

Assignments, Workshops, Chats, Forums, News, Glossary, Wikis, Choice, Quiz, 

Survey, Feedback, SCORM (Sharable Content Object Reference Model) and 

external tools. With these features, the teaching and learning process could be done 

comfortably since teachers could share the material in all types of files, provide 

instructions, manage discussion and conduct multiple assessments.  

Moodle is also suitable for language learning because it makes various resources 

available to students, such as web content, video, audio, and file, which allow 
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students to communicate, share files, and collaborate on work. Teachers and 

practitioners benefit from using Moodle in their second and foreign language 

classrooms (Suppasetseree & Dennis, 2010). Moodle's friendly tools help students 

adapt quickly and develop their language skills through language quiz, tasks, and 

projects designed by the teachers. 

As the implementation of Moodle become more popular, vocational high school 

teachers are likely to use Moodle for their classroom. One of the factors that 

influence the effectiveness of Moodle in English language teaching is the students' 

readiness to use Moodle as a learning platform. Students' readiness is determined 

by several factors: computer/Internet self-efficacy, learner control, motivation for 

learning, online communication self-efficacy, and self-directed learning (Hung et 

al., 2010). Based on previous research, it is revealed that university students' 

readiness for E-Learning, especially Moodle, is high (Suwarsono, 2015; Caliskan 

et al., 2017). It means that Moodle can be applicable in English language classroom. 

However, based on the researcher's experience while doing Pre-Service Teaching 

at SMK Yadika Bandarlampung, Vocational students were not familiar with online 

learning systems and applications. Since online learning before the pandemic 

situation did not get any attention from the schools in that area, adaptation has been 

crucial for students to succeed in learning. The students might be ready to use the 

technology, but they find some difficulties interacting with the teachers and 

following the instruction. Moreover, time management has been another issue since 

they were not accustomed to independent and remote learning. At the same time, 

some teachers were also not ready to conduct teaching in an online setting due to 
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unfamiliarity with the recent technologies. Accordingly, this study is designed to 

investigate students' readiness to learn English through Moodle. This study also 

investigated how students' views of learning English through Moodle applied 

during the COVID-19 pandemic situation. 

1.2 Research Questions 

Based on the background of the study above, the researcher formulates two research 

questions, as follows: 

1. Are the students of SMK Yadika Bandarlampung ready to use Moodle? 

2. What are the students' perceptions towards the use of Moodle as online 

learning media during the COVID-19 pandemic? 

1.3 Research Objectives 

This research aimed to determine students' readiness to learn online through Moodle 

and know further about students' perception of learning English through Moodle 

during this pandemic situation. 

1.4 Uses of Study 

The result of this research is to expect to give knowledge and information that can 

be used in society. Therefore, this research bears the theoretical and practical uses 

described as follows: 

a. Theoretically 

Theoretically, the result of this research is expected to support and complement 

previous theories related to the use of Moodle in English online learning. 
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b. Practically 

Practically, the result of this research can be useful for both teachers and students. 

The researcher hopes that this research can give insight to teachers in teaching 

English through E-Learning. Teachers can use Moodle as an alternative medium for 

teaching English Online without having to face to face directly in the classroom. 

Furthermore, the result of students' readiness could be used as the standard to 

prepare students readiness to face online learning in the future, while the result of 

students' perception the teacher can know the student's understanding of the 

material that was delivered through E-Learning, whether there are obstacles or not. 

Besides, Moodle can be used as a learning medium for learning English during this 

Covid-19 pandemic. With Moodle, students could get and read the material without 

meeting face to face with the teacher. 

1.5 Scope of the Study 

This research's scope was the students' readiness in fully online learning during the 

Covid-19 pandemic and students' perception of using Moodle in learning English 

online. In short, this study only focused on students' readiness and perceptions of 

English online learning during the Covid-19 pandemic at Vocational High School 

Yadika Bandarlampung, majoring in Multimedia, Computer, and Network 

Engineering and Otomotif in odd semester 2020/202. 


