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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

 
 

1.1 Background of the Study 

 
World War is an old issue that is still interesting to discuss in the current era. The 

outbreak was involving in two countries at the beginning, yet many countries 

immediately involved. Based on Sidney Bradshaw (1930), each country’ military 

leaders did led to declarations of war in all Europe Countries. According to 

Keylor, William R (2009), these financial losses combined with the battlefield 

death and physical destruction. In another hand, the history of war has been 

happening since the assassination of Austrian Archduke Franz Ferdinand was the 

main catalyst for starting the war. Based on A.J.P Taylor (1990), no one took the 

dangers of war seriously though all abhorred its bloodshed. The momentum 

disputes involving many countries. Then, at beginning 2020, people interest to 

discuss the issues of World War III was trending right now in 2020 after the 

conflict between Iran and US. 

 
 

At the beginning of the year 2020, the issue of World War III develops in some 

news media. The trend was sparked after the Iranian leader’s second in command, 

Qasem Soleimani, was killed in US airstrike ordered by US President Donald 

Trump. This news was trending and people drew the conflict will be ongoing. 

According to Khomeinei (2020), in his twitter account, “The loss of our dear 

General is bitter and the continuing fight and ultimate victory will be bitter for the 

murderers and criminals." On the other hand, Trump as a US president responded 

it and people argue that he appeared undeterred. Based on Donald Trump (2020) 
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in his twitter account, "Iran never won the war, but never lost a negotiation." Thus 

the issues can be unpredictable but Iran has vowed to retaliate, so it has sparked 

concerns of further mass violence. Then people drew that it ever happened, the 

death of Franz Ferdinand who was shot dead before the outbreak of World War 

One. Therefore, many people drew that the conflict between Iran and the US had 

the same as the cause of World War I so the news of the World War III issue 

appears in any news reports. 

 
 

Following the issue, the writer found that the tension between the two countries 

makes many people interested to discuss the World War III through the discourse 

circulated in the news media. There are two news media that shown their concern 

about the issue, they are the New York Times and ABC News. New York Times is 

an American news report based on worldwide readership in the United States 

(Amy Watson, 2019). Further, the New York Times is considered one of the most 

credible newspapers in the United States (Amy Watson, 2009). Then ABC News 

as a news report is owned by Australia and one of the most trusted news sources 

in Australia (The Australia Institute Research 2018). Those media represent an 

idea even they are coming different country and they will give their ideology 

related to the current issues about World War III. 

 
 

Factually, news report as one of the media is crucial in representing social reality. 

In another hand, discourse is analyzing representation social reality on a text in 

the news report. According to Fairclough (1995) stated discourse analysis is about 

how text represents social reality. The writer wants to analyze the word that is 
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represented in the news reports and the writer conducts this research by looking at 

the power of text that is Critical Discourse Analysis in reported news of World 

War III. The writer uses critical discourse theory. Following Martin and Wodak 

(2003), Blommaert (2005) stated inequality in texts as the result of the existence 

of power text in discourse is the focus of Critical Discourse Analysis. Thus, the 

writer uses CDA' Fairclough's (1995) theory deals with the textual structure and 

the function within the society, so the writer uses Fairclough theory to reveal this 

research that is three-dimensional models that are textual, discursive practice, and 

socio-culture. 

 
 

Moreover, some critical discourse studies on newspaper articles have been 

conducted. Faisal Risdianto (2018) analyzes the case Meilana by using Norman 

Fairclough’s critical discourse analysis (1995). The findings are not as alleged by 

various media and there is no possible conflict between the Islamic community 

and the Chinese. Moreover, Yongbin Chen (2014) the finding is two news reports 

China Daily and New York Time with the case, the writer found some lights on 

the ideological differences on the news reports of boat collision primarily. Thus, 

this research finds a gap that leads the writer to conduct this research. It can be 

seen as well as the difference between the subjects and objects of the analysis 

itself. 

 
 

This research aims to reveal the representation of the issue of World War III in the 

news report that was trending after the conflict between Iran and the US at the 

beginning of the year 2020. Since many assumptions highlight World War III in 



4 

Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia 

 

 

 

 
 

the news report, the writer wants to see the side of news reports from the country 

of origin concerned by analyzing the text in the news. Then the results in this 

study will produce how the news gives an ideology to the reader and will be able 

to understand the meaning of the news by using the theory of Fairclough’s Three 

Dimensional Concept in Critical Discourse Analysis. 

 

 
1.2 Research Question 

 
 

The problem of this research is formulated into a research question below 

How is the representation of the World War III issue in the New York Times and 

 

ABC News in 2020? 

 

 
 

1.3 Research Objective 

 
 

This research aims to reveal how the issue of World War III is represented in the 

 

New York Times and ABC News. 

 

 
 

1.4 Uses of the Study 

 
1.4.1 Theoretical Use 

 
Theoretically, the findings in this research are expected to bring significant 

overview in the field of linguistics as CDA was applied in analyzing online 

newspapers which are the New York Times and ABC News. Besides, this research 

is expected to enrich the stock of knowledge related to critical discourse analysis 

by Fairclough theory. 
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1.4.2 Practical Use 

 
Practically, this research is expected that the reader will pay 

attention to the issue that presents in news media that is related to 

social context. Therefore, the reader will know the social context by 

looking at the power of news made by the creator. Another hand, it 

will help the reader to see many kinds of issues in media, while 

literary media has the power to create an assumption and make 

anxiety toward an issue World War III. Therefore, analyze media by 

critical discourse analysis will sharpen the way of thinking of the 

reader to see certain issues. 

 
 

Moreover, by analyzing these printed media, it is not aimed to an 

intrigue on the part of these news writers to deceive and betray the 

public but it is to show how media workers and journalists' linguistic 

choices differ from a diverse ideological point of view to another 

one in the treatment of the same event. 

 
 

1.5 Scope of the Study 

 
The writer only focuses on analyzing the New York Times and ABC 

News at the beginning of conflict Iran and the US in 2020. Taking 

articles as a representation of the idea, the writer takes an article 

after the issue of World War III was trending in the world. 

Moreover, the study only focuses on analyzing the discourse around 

the word “World War III” in the New York Times and ABC News 
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(the first article about World War III was published after the conflict 

between Iran and the US) – in January 2020. 


