
 
 

 

 

CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1  Background of Study 

In society, women and men are perceived as human beings with opposite traits. 

These traits are commonly known as masculine and feminine. Masculine is a set 

of traits that the society sees what men possess or should possess. While feminine 

is the set of traits that the society perceives women should exhibit. According to 

Kimmel (2004 in Bozkurt, Tartanoglu, & Dawes, 2015, p. 255), masculine traits 

are linked to gender roles men are expected to attain such as the traditional 

masculine traits which are dominant, stoic and rational. Thus, men are presummed 

to posses masculine traits and not feminine traits in the society. Masculinity is 

believed to be the traits that are associated to men such as strength. On the other 

hand, femininity is the traits that women are expected to adhere to and oftentimes 

femininity is perceived as weakness, for it encourages sensitivity of emotions and 

accepts vulnerability. At a young age, boys who do not behave in the norms of 

masculinity and girls do not behave in the norms of femininity are often ridiculed 

and even insulted by their peers. 

 

Social bias exists within a society with or without our realization. It is perpetually 

passed from one generation to another generation and it also has several forms. 

The first form is prejudice, the second form is stereotype and the third form is 

discrimination (Dovidio, Hewstone, Glick, & Esses, 2010, p. 5). Stereotype is a
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belief and the expectancy of someone to act and behave based on their genders. It 

exists in every society in the world because it is taught at a young age and being 

passed down over generation. According to Lippmann (1922, p .45), American 

author and journalist who coined the term ‘stereotype’, stereotype points out to the 

image in people’s minds when they think of a social group. It is believed that 

gender stereotypes are what people perceive as the traits that women and men 

possess (Sczesny, Nater, & Eagly, 2019, p. 103). Stereotypes are divided into two, 

agentic and communal. Williams and Best (1982 in Sczesny, Nater, & Eagly, 

2019, p. 103) believed that women are judged as communal while men as agentic. 

According to Abele and Wojciszke (2014, p. 197), agentic is the trait revolving 

around achieving goals and ambition while communal is about honesty, being 

trusted, and social skill. Thus, men are expected to be strong and confident while 

women should be affectionate and be submissive or passive.  

 

Gender stereotypes are the expected actions and behaviors of men and women 

should adhere to for them to be acknowledged as "real men" or "real women." The 

phrases 'real men' and 'real women' are often used as derogatory words to ridicule 

and rebuke women or men who do not conform to masculine and feminine norms. 

Thus, gender roles are inevitably interrelated with masculinity and femininity.  

 

Gender stereotypes exist in every part of world and affect all genders. However, 

when gender stereotypes become too strong, they dictate the way people live their 

lives and how they should act in their life based on their genders. These 

stereotypes can emerge as toxic and oppressing. In this case, when masculinity is 
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being exaggerated, it can develop into toxic masculinity. Sculos (2017, article 6) 

stated that toxic masculinity refers to a group of norms, beliefs, and behaviors 

connected with masculinity, and it is harmful to the people around them, including 

women and children. Toxic masculinity is also known as ‘traditional masculinity 

norms’ globally because traditionally, men are expected to be tough, fearless, 

unemotional, dominating, rarely cry, not nurturing, aggressive, and controlling. 

Moreover, traditional masculinity norms also hinder men from the self-

compassionate approach in their life (Reilly, Rochlen, & Awad, 2013, p. 23). 

Those expectancies fall under toxic masculinity because they exaggerate 

masculinity and put unrealistic pressure on men in behaving and bringing 

themselves into society just because they are born as males. Toxic masculinity 

also permeates the masculinity norms of Western and Asian culture, except the 

masculinity in South Korea for the traditional masculinity that is derived from the 

patriarchal system is frequently denied throughout the years by the portrayal of 

the men in the media of South Korea, even though the persecution from the 

society still exists in the form of mockery toward the men who do not conform to 

the norms (Praptika & Putra, 2016 & BBC, 2018). 

 

Men are human beings. When it comes to human beings, they always have an 

array of feelings, strengths, and vulnerabilities. However, when a set of 

masculinity stereotypes are being exaggerated, it will develop into toxic 

masculinity. In other words, men will be limited to their rights to express 

themselves. Men will feel less when they do not conform to the masculine norms 

that can impact their mental state and the toxic masculinity will hinder men from 
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asking for help in fear of being seen as less of a man or not manly enough. 

According to Pleck (1995), Rice, Fallon, & Bambling (2011) (as cited in 

Iwamoto, Brady, Kaya, & Park, 2018, p. 1874), men are at risk of depression due 

to the oppressing masculine norms that are frequently irrational. For instance, in 

the case of Seth Shelley in his TEDx Talks (2017) entitled “Men Need to Talk 

about Their Sexual Abuse”. He was raped at the beginning of his adolescence and 

the rapist would say that no one would believe him. This is when toxic 

masculinity exists and demands boys to be tough and should not be victims. 

Shelly (2017) himself stated that his teen years were filled with suppressed 

emotion and anger. Men are likely to not report the abuses that happen toward 

them in fear of being shamed and judged by the society (Thobejane , Luthada , & 

Mogorosi, 2018, p. 8). Another case is from Justine Baldoni in his TED Talks 

entitled “Why I’m done trying to be “man enough” (2018). He stated how he was 

playing a “script” his whole life. How he had been pretending to be the man that 

he was not. The pretense of being strong while he felt weak, confident yet he felt 

insecure, tough but he was very hurting. He felt an immense fear of losing a social 

standing when he wanted to reach out to other men for his struggles. He explained 

how he was being bullied as a child for being soft instead of aggressive because 

the quality of sensitivity and softness is feminine and perceived as weaknesses. 

These show us oppression happens toward men in a silent and damaging way in 

the form of toxic masculinity. Men are expected to display strengths and bury the 

weaknesses; often, the prices of these unrealistic oppressing stereotypes are their 

mentality and liberty of expressing emotions.  
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Masculinity is not harmful or toxic in any way, but toxic masculinity is. 

Masculinity should be liberating and making individual comfortable in his actions 

and choices in life. This is called healthy masculinity, the opposite of toxic 

masculinity. According to O’Neil (2010 in Englar-Carlson & Kiselica, 2013, p. 

401), positive-healthy masculinity can be the medium to intervene in harmful 

stereotypes that hurt men, women, and children. Healthy masculinity traits can be 

in the form of allowing oneself to experience all emotions, interdependence, 

vulnerability, cooperation, kindness, and softness. (Johnson, 2020). 

 

As disheartening as it is, exaggerated stereotypes that lead to toxic masculinity 

perpetually exist in the society globally. The issue regarding toxic masculinity is 

prevalent in society because it hurts and brings unhealthy disadvantages to men 

themselves. If this issue keeps its existence without being addressed and 

challenged, it could bring disastrous damage for men's mentality and the future 

generation of boys and girls because it will also have distressing impacts to 

women and girls, such as in being controlled and being seen as inferior. Thus, it 

will make a devastatingly toxic cycle in the society in which everybody suffers 

inequality and gender discrimination. Fortunately, with the movement of gender 

equality for both women and men, toxic masculinity is being challenged in order 

for men to achieve their fundamental rights. An abundant number of people 

challenge toxic masculinity or exaggerated stereotypes through their speech or 

social media or literary works. Under the Never Sky trilogy is a literary work 

series that addresses the issue of masculinity and with the analysis of 

deconstructions reading, combined with critical studies on men and masculinity 
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(CSMM) in the field of gender studies, it will reveal whether the trilogy 

challenges toxic masculinity or not.  

 

Veronica Rossi’s Under the Never Sky trilogy is composed of three books that are 

interrelated to one another. Thus, in this study, the writer analyzes three books in 

sequence or known as a trilogy. The book one is entitled as Under the Never Sky, 

The book two is entitled as Through the Ever Night and book three, and also the 

finale is entitled as Into the Still Blue. This trilogy tells us of a world on the brink 

of destruction caused by Aether, a flow of lightning current that strikes the earth. 

Two settlers inhabit the world. These are Outsiders, people who live outside 

without technological advancement, and Dwellers, people who live in enclosed 

cities with advanced technology. Dwellers and Outsiders loathe one another due 

to the prejudice the Dwellers have over the Outsiders and perceived them as 

'savages'. The first book begins how Peregrine, an Outsider called as Perry, and 

Aria, an exiled Dweller, who loathe one another; but, they are thrust into a 

situation in which they have to help each other to accomplish their missions in 

rescuing Perry’s kidnapped nephew, reaching Aria’s mother and ensuring their 

survival. The second book tells the readers how Perry struggles as being a new 

leader to his tribe while Aria tries to find the Still Blue, a rumored place free of 

Aether. Meanwhile, in the third book and the finale, it tells how Perry and Aria 

race against the calamity to find the Still Blue for humankind. At a glance, this 

trilogy looks as if it only addresses survival in a doomed world; but, intertwined 

within the stories, the trilogy also discusses critical discussion of masculinity 

dismantlement.  
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This trilogy, written by the New York Times Bestselling author Veronica Rossi, 

has never been analyzed in the topic of masculinity dismantlement with the 

approaches and theories that are presented in this current study. However, the first 

book in the trilogy has indeed been analyzed once under the topic related to 

ecocriticism, a whole different topic from this current study, which will be 

discussed further in chapter two. Therefore, it makes this current study is the first 

study in the topic of masculinity dismantlement within Veronica Rossi’s Under 

the Never Sky trilogy. The trilogy is also the medium to explore masculinity by 

analyzing the traits of the male protagonist called Peregrine or also known as 

Perry.   

 

1.2  Research Question 

How is masculinity of the male protagonist deconstructed in Veronica Rossi’s 

Under the Never Sky trilogy? 

 

1.3  Research Objective 

It aims to deconstruct masculinity traits by analyzing the portrayal of the male 

protagonist’s traits in Veronica Rossi’s Under the Never Sky trilogy.  

 

1.4  Use of Study  

This study is hoped to be beneficial for the society and also in academic field. 

Thus, it comes in practical and theoretical uses as described below.  
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1.4.1 Practical Use 

This study strives for raising awareness of masculinity that is usually enforced by 

society. Moreover, the writer aspires to educate the readers regarding the types of 

masculinity. Thus, the harsh judgment toward masculinity can be avoided. Hence, 

this study gives more insight of masculinity that is created by society. 

  

1.4.2 Theoretical Use 

This study will be advantageous for further study on the topic of masculinity 

being dismantled in a literature field, especially with approaches and theories that 

are used in this study namely, gender studies of critical studies on men and 

masculinities (CSMM) with Jeff Hearn’s theory, and Jacques Derrida’s 

deconstruction theory.   

 

1.5  Scope of Study 

In this study, the writer analyzes Veronica Rossi’s Under the Never Sky trilogy. 

The study explores masculinity and dismantles it through the portrayal of the male 

protagonist throughout the trilogy. Thus, gender study in critical studies on men 

and masculinity (CSMM) and deconstruction have pivotal roles.  
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