
 

   

 

CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of Study 

According to Sadikin (2012: 6),”literature is an absorption word from the literary 

Sanskrit language which means “text containing instructions” or “guidelines”, from 

the basic word which means “instruction” or “teaching”. Literature is used by 

author to submit idea and experience. Literature is not just about writing, literature 

also is like book, record, phonograph record, laser disc, casette. One of the most 

literature works is poetry.  

 

Barnet, Burman, and Bruto (as citied in Maula, 2013, p.15) stated that poetry is the 

spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings. It takes its origin from emotion 

recollected in tranquility, the emotions is contemplated till, by a species of reaction, 

the tranquility gradually disappears, and emotions, kindred to that which was before 

the subject of contemplation, it is gradually produced, and does itself actually next 

in the mind. It means that poetry is ways to express the ideas, feelings, and 

emotions, especially in literary work. It makes poetry has a unique way to express 

the ideas of feeling by the words. The interesting of Poe's literary creation are two 

points, a work must create unity in the reader to be considered successful and the 

single effect must be detailed from the subject to be the result of rational 

consideration on the part of the writer.  In poetry, this single effect must arouse a 

sense of beauty for the reader, an ideal that is closely related to sadness, weirdness, 

and loss contained in poetry. Which mean in each words the writer makes unity that 

those word to be considered successful for the reader and it must has a sense of the 
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idea that has a real meaning inside word on poem. In semiotic analysis, poetry is 

usually supported by certain element to enrich the meaning and bring the writer’s 

mind to the reader’s imagination. 

 

Therefore, the writer chooses poem to analyse Eldorado by Edgar Allan Poe. Poe 

wrote in 1849 where at that time gold was found in California that caused a massive 

gold rush. The first place where the gold was found in California called gold land. 

Every people at that time was very excited to found the legendary city of gold, but 

most of those pursuing gold in California did not get rich. As a writer, Poe wrote 

Eldorado poem in 1849 as a figuratively to described as sort of idealized feeling 

that a poet seeks. The symbol mediates the artistic image and the concepts of hidden 

meaning (Firth, 2011). However, the symbol is more full of hidden meaning that 

the concept. Unlike, the artistic image, it had a factual meaning. It means that every 

signs or word has a hidden meaning. It is like what Poe wrote on Eldorado poem 

that has a hidden meaning inside the word. In other hand, symbol are signs based 

on conventions, regulations or agreements that have been mutually agreed upon. 

Sometimes symbols create out of things that the reader does not know the real 

meaning in poem. By reading a poem, the reader will read some words that has a 

deep meaning inside the word and the reader can know the meaning of word using 

semiotic theory.  

 

In finding a hidden meaning on Eldorado’s poem we need to have semiotics. Pierce 

(1839-1914) said that signs work only if there is an intelligence capable of learning 

from experience. It means that semiotics is not only study about the signs but also 
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it studies about the deep meaning inside the word. To use semiotics approach, 

Pierce has a theory of semiotic with triadic or trichotomy concepts (sign consists of 

three elements), a sign (representamen) is something that is shared someone 

represents something else in several things or capacity (not necessarily material). 

Something else is called Interpretation of the first sign the idea interpretation in 

mind and in turn refers to the object. Thus a sign (representamen) has a relation 

direct triadic with the interpretant and the object. This process called significance. 

These triadic is to gain the deep meaning inside the words on Eldorado poem. 

 

However, the real meaning is that which has a deep meaning wrapped up in a word, 

the meaning itself is interlocked and joined together so that each word has meaning. 

Eldorado has four stanza. The theme of poem is about the desires for wealth and 

treasures. The title of Eldorado poem by Poe is make the reader want to know what 

is actually the deep meaning on Eldorado itself. It makes the readers interest to read 

Eldorado poem and what happened about the world in that era. There are many 

ways to see the unique of the poem written by poets. It is from the historical 

approach, figurative language, figure of speech, semiotic, and others. The paper will 

focus on historical approach of Eldorado poem and find the meaning using semiotic 

approach. 

 

The writer is interested to analyze the poem using semiotics aprroach. The 

important point in semiotics is study of signs and symbols. Pierce stated, semiotics 

is not only study signs but also much deeper than that. Then, it studies how people 

first of all interpreted a sign. In addition, it studies how people then draw on cultural 



4 
 

 
  Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia 

 

or personal experience to understand a sign that is showed. It is able to be 

interpreted as about communication. It means that semiotics is one of way to 

communicate. The writer uses semiotic analysis to interpret the symbols meaning 

inside the words. Semiotics theory will help the writer to do the analysis. 

 

1.2 Research Questions 

According to the background of the study which has been elaborated previously, 

the writer formulates the problems into :  

1. What are the symbols related to the socio historical issue in Eldorado? 

2. What are the meanings of symbol from those anaylzed poem? 

 

1.3 Research Objective 

From the research questions above, the objective of this research is to know the 

meaning of the symbols of a gallant knight, Eldorado, shadow, a pilgrim shadow, 

shade, and over the mountains related to the socio-historical issue. 

1.4 Use of the Study 

The use of the study is devided into two, theoritical and practical uses : 

1.4.1 Theoritical Uses 

Theoritically, this research is expected to be able give the certain knowledge about 

how the symbol is interpreted in the poem. The writer hopes this research make 

readers feel curious and interesting towards the poem. Hopefully, the next writer is 

doing the same analysis by the same topic analysis. 
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1.4.2 Practical Uses 

Practically, this research can help other writer who wants to conduct the analysis in 

same topic or another poem analysis with the same theory analysis. It also become 

on of references for the one who is interested to find the semiotic about the symbol.  

1.5 Scope of the Study 

In this research, the writer focuses on the symbol of “Eldorado” poem that used 

Pierce theory. The discussion describe the symbol on the poem using Pierce theory 

by looking the socio-historical approach in 1849. This study is based on the research 

questions only limit on semiotic of triadic theory. Next, semiotic approach is a 

foundation to analyze the Eldorado’s poem. 

  


