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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

1.1 Background of Research 

Literary work is divided into three main categories, they are drama, poetry and 

narrative story (short story) where each of them tells a different theme. In a case of 

drama and narrative story, a different plot means a different problem that exists in 

the literary work. As an example, one of the problems in a story that is related to 

psychology is psychopathic disorder. Hare and Neumann (2008: 219) defined 

psychopath as a constellation of affective interpersonal, and behavioural 

characteristics including egocentricity, impulsivity, irresponsibility, shallow 

emotions, lack of empathy, guilt or remorse, pathological lying, manipulativeness, 

and the persistent violation of social norms and expectations. In other word, 

psychopathy is considered as an act that shows negative characteristics that 

possessed by someone who has mental issue. 

Furthermore, in this research, the writer is interested in analyzing one of literary 

works that has theme of psychopathic disorder entitled Red Dragon. Red Dragon is 

a novel that is written by Thomas Harris. The novel is actually the first of many 

other series of psychopath theme novels. In this first series, Red Dragon tells a 

psychopath murder who like to kill families and sexually harassed the female 

victims before finally killed her. The main protagonist character, Will Graham, a 

former detective who previously succeeded catch serial and psychopathic killer, 

Hannibal Lecter, has appointed by FBI to catch the next psychopath murder who is 

dubbed as “Tooth Fairy”. The murder is called as “Tooth Fairy” since he always 

leaves a bite mark on his female victim after he sexually harassed and killed her. 
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After some investigations, Graham meet his dead end in identifying the suspect and 

still do not know what kind of motif or based on how the murder choose the victims. 

In that case, he asks Hannibal Lecter, a psychopath murder that he arrested before 

to get some advices and clues to know more about “Tooth Fairy”. However, it turns 

out that Hannibal secretly sending Graham’s address to the “Tooth Fairy” and wants 

him to kill Graham’s family. Luckily, FBI cracked the secret code sent by Lecter 

and directly secure Graham’s wife and son to another location safer. Then, after 

Graham realized that there is one similarity between one victim to another, he brings 

the FBI agent to catch the “Tooth Fairy” who turns out known as the name of 

Francis Dolarhyde. Unfortunately, when they about to catch Francis, he fakes his 

own death by shooting a dead man in the face using shotgun and make Reba, his 

girlfriend who blinds to be witness. 

After Graham feels everything is over, his family comes back to their home in 

Florida, but surprisingly, Francis is waiting for his presence in his home. As 

Graham realized that there is something wrong, he is entering his son’s bedroom in 

caution and found out that Francis is taking Graham’s son as hostage. Knowing that 

Francis has bad experience when he was a child, Graham recall his memory by 

yelling to his boy just like Francis’ grandmother and stepfamily ever called him, 

“an ugly face” so that he lost his temper and release Graham’s son so that it makes 

Graham able to struggle with him in a fight. Finally, both of them are shooting each 

other but sadly for Francis, after Graham’s wife finds out her husband is no longer 

can move, she helps him by shooting Francis who move slowly and about to shoot 

both of them and it makes Francis Dolarhyde, a psychopath murder died. 
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Therefore, based on the story, the writer assumed that Francis Dolarhyde who act 

as the main villain in the story is mentally ill because of his child abuse experience 

and has turned himself into a psychopath. In that case, the writer is interested in 

analyzing the psychopathic disorder of Dolarhyde in this research because the main 

villain, is assumed as someone who has the characteristics of psychopath. Also, the 

writer noticed that the importance of studying psychopath in literature will help the 

readers to understand more about psychopath and how it represents in the characters 

of a literary work.   

 

1.2 Research Questions 

Regarding to the background of research above, the writer formulates research 

questions as follows: 

1.  How are the psychopathic disorder reflected in Francis Dolarhyde in Thomas 

Harris’ Red Dragon? 

2. What is the cause of psychopathic disorder reflected in Francis Dolarhyde in 

Thomas Harris’ Red Dragon? 

 

1.3 Research Objectives 

Based on the research question, the objectives of this research are to describe the 

psychopathic disorder and its causes as reflected in Thomas Harris’ Red Dragon.  
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1.4 Uses of Research 

1.4.1 Theoretical Use 

Theoretically, this research can be used as one of the references for the next 

researchers who conduct the similar topic discussion, which is about psychopathic 

disorder and its characteristics. Also, the writer hopes that this research can enrich 

the readers’ knowledge especially in the psychology of literature study. 

1.4.2 Practical Use 

The writer hopes that by reading this research, it can enrich and improve readers’ 

knowledge about literature, especially about psychopathic disorder and how the 

theory of psychopathic disorder can be implemented in a literary work. Hopefully, 

after reading this research, the readers can understand more about mental disorders, 

especially psychopathic disorder. 

 

1.5 Scope of Research 

The writer notices that there are so many aspects that can be analyzed in the Red 

Dragon novel by Thomas Harris. However, in this research, the writer only focuses 

on describing psychopathic disorder and the causes as reflected in the main villain, 

Francis Dolarhyde, in the Red Dragon novel by using Hare’s theory. 


