
 

 

 

CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of Study 

Totalitarianism is a political system or a form of government. This social 

phenomenon is considered the most extreme and complete. This term had become 

familiar with a single-party government under the hand of Joseph Stalin and 

Adolf Hitler, Stalinism in the Soviet Union and Nazism in Germany were the 

most famous cases of Totalitarianism. This totalitarian regime is often 

characterized by absolute control over the economy, massive censorship, mass 

surveillance, and limited freedom of movement even attitudes, morals and, beliefs 

of the people, the government has full control over public and private life. All 

citizens are expected to agree to its ideology, if not, they will suffer the 

consequences (Nurrahman, 2019). For this reason, the writer is interested to 

discuss Totalitarianism, because there are examples of countries that embrace the 

system of government. Dougherty (2012:27), further, states: 

The Soviet Union under Stalin was a totalitarian form of government. It is 

a system which recognize no limits to it authority. Citizen are property of 

the state and basically have no rights. The government regulates every 

aspect of a person’s life. These regimes stay in power by persuading the 

people through control all media that the state can solve all problems 

because it has the knowledge and resources to do so. 

From the above explanation, the totalitarian state is led by a leader who employed 

all the devised methods of control and completely control over all aspects of 

private and social life to its people. Further, the totalitarian form of government is 
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very eloquent in building the trust of its citizens to support its policies and justify 

its actions.  

Interestingly, Totalitarianism is not only a historical reality, but also about social 

phenomena that occur in this world, due to the fact that this form of government 

still exists today. Tani stated that North Korea is a present-day and one of the 

longest surviving totalitarian states led by Kim Jong Un. In a nutshell, freedom of 

speech and democracy seems to its citizens as a far distant mirage in the light of 

the total dominion (Tani, 2018). Therefore, the importance of this study as a 

communication tool for us to find social problems with the reality of the world to 

increase knowledge. Furthermore, the authors also hope that this can open the 

eyes of readers and make them think about their environment and explore social 

values. 

Furthermore, Totalitarianism does not only exist in real society but, also exists in 

the society within literary work since literary work is a mirror of society. It is in 

accordance with Moputi and Husain in Pradopo (2018): 

The literary work is as the picture of the world and human life, the main 

criteria that is putted on the literary work is ‘truth’, or everything that 

wants to be pictured by the author. Through that process, the reader of 

their literary work will be able to catch the characteristic of the author 

related with the world around him/her. 

In this view, it is clear that the appearance of literary works is influenced by social 

events that occur in society. So, it can be concluded that literature is a mirror of an 

era. Thereafter, from the statement above Widayati (2018) also concludes that 

literary work is a social fact or reflection of life in a society where it cannot be 

categorized as a whole social mirror because the writer can place a certain 

imagination on it. The creation of literary works always comes from phenomena 
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that occur in society. Therefore, literary works can become a medium in which we 

know the description of social conditions such as social structures, functions and, 

roles of each member of the community and the interactions within them. 

Referring to the previous definition of literary works by Moputi and Husain in 

Pradopo (2018), the writer aims to uncover the social depiction of Totalitarianism 

in the 1984 novel written by George Orwell. 1984 was published 4 years after 

World War 2, which is a reflection of Orwell’s political experience make this 

novel one of the most influential novels to date in contemporary English 

literature. Further, 1984 is one of the famous works of George Orwell. This novel 

was published on June 8, 1949. But, unfortunately, Orwell pass away seven 

months after his work was published, and in 2003, the novel was listed at No. 8 

on The Big Read survey by the BBC, in this work Orwell tells a very neat story 

about teenage fantasies such as sex, insubordination, and terror. This work also 

successfully attracted the attention of many readers as commentary or social 

criticism (Simatupang, 2016). 

This work is a kind of 'futuristic' or intended as an imagined about the future, 

which was published in 1949, but the story refers to the state of life in 1984, 

supposedly perceived as a kind of prophecy. As told in this novel, the lives of the 

British citizens where the novel was written, at that time was full of problems 

with the government bureaucracy, and the totalitarian Nazi Germany which has 

not long passed, and the Uni Soviet Posture which gripped the western political 

consciousness (Simatupang, 2016). From the explanation above which tells about 

the lives of the British citizens where the novel was written, this is also in line 
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with what happened in the past, where since the 1945 election the labor party had 

been in power, and the welfare was broken by Margaret Thatcher, after the British 

victory over the ‘Falklands Factor’ gave her the future. The second position, 

which began to privatize the national industry, with the UK telecommunication 

sales in November was the first of the massive privatization of public utilities and 

other companies that continued into the 1990s (Evans, 2004:40). Followed by a 

national trade union strike. In the headed by Margaret Thatcher tried to close them 

down and privatize the rest (Evans, 2004).  

The story of 1984 above which is dominated about constant control over all areas 

of social and individual lives that apparently depict Totalitarianism encourage the 

writer to analyze the novel based on Hannah Arendt theory because it shows the 

characteristic of totalitarianism, she wrote about history of the totalitarian 

phenomenon entitled 'The Origins of Totalitarianism' she attempts to describe the 

political theory underlying totalitarian regime that helps the writer to do the 

analysis as a crucial tool for the exploration of aspects of the novel. Therefore, to 

get a deep understanding of Totalitarianism, the writer is interested to conduct 

more discussion about how the totalitarianism displayed by the government 

towards its people in the novel 1984 by George Orwell. 

1.2 Research Question 

Based on the background of the study, the writer formulates the research question: 

How is Totalitarianism portrayed in the novel 1984 by George Orwell? 
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1.3 Research Objective 

The objective of this research is to answer the formulated research question and to 

reveal the Totalitarianism portrayed in the novel 1984 by George Orwell. 

1.4 Uses of Study 

Every researcher must give contribution to the academic world, and it shall be 

useful for society as well. The main purpose of this research is to give knowledge 

and more information that can be implemented by the society. Therefore, this 

research cope two uses of the study which are theoretical use and practical use. 

1.4.1 Theoretical Use 

Theoretically, this research can give more contribution to the development of 

literary study. And can be as references for those who are interested with the same 

discussion and similar theory. Therefore, the writer hopes that this research can 

give new knowledge to society toward this topic that are being discussed in this 

research and can give significant improvement of knowledge about the topic. 

1.4.2 Practical Use 

Practically, the writer hopes this research can give more understanding of 

Totalitarianism through literary works, the readers also can get knowledge about 

the example of Totalitarianism, and the writer intends and delivers the paper as 

contribution to the readers to understand how uses Hannah Arendt theory to 

analyze Totalitarianism. 
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1.5 Scope of Study 

Analyzing Totalitarianism is not easy for the writer, this discussion is very 

difficult and broad so that to limit the discussion, the writer focuses on giving an 

explanation about how the totalitarianism displayed by the government towards 

its people in the novel 1984 by George Orwell, based on Hannah Arendt theory. 

The writer chooses the primary character which are Winston Smith and Julia 

because they are shown a passive rebellion against the government through the 

dialogues, and narrations in the novel. Therefore, their passive rebellion it is 

shows us how the government rules its citizents that apparently depicts 

Totalitarianism. 


