
CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of Study 

 

The idea of propaganda is always related to communication; therefore mass media has 

become the focus of attention of propaganda issue. People keep analyze about how it 

influences, and they try to find, to understand and to explain how a message deliver by media 

can attract, persuade and convert thousand or even millions individuals to have the same 

point of view. Edward L Bernays in his book Propaganda stated that “With the printing press 

and the newspaper, the railroad, the telephone, telegraph, radio and airplanes, ideas can be 

spread rapidly and even instantaneously” (Bernays,1928: 12). This means any kind of mass 

media can be a medium of propaganda, including printing press such as magazine, newspaper 

or even radio, television program and film.   

 

Furthermore, a mass media is owned and controlled by a group of individuals that tend to 

promote a particular idea or information and they try to persuade public to have the same 

perspective by ignores other ideas, which is called as “propaganda”. Jowett and O’Donnell in 

Courtney Ireland Wallis describe propaganda as “a form of communication that attempts to 

achieve a response that furthers the desired intent of the propagandist ”which can lead to 

change in behavior and public opinion” (Wallis,2007:11) According to the quotation, 

propaganda is an effort to construct public estimation in support of a fastidious interest or to 

change the way public think, so propaganda must be planned and executed by someone who 

has authority and the propaganda have to affect the enemy’s policy and action. This also 

means based on the purpose of propaganda, mass media is the best medium for propaganda to 



achieve the goal of propaganda itself, with the help of media the propagandist can directly 

share their idea with the public. Based on that explanation, it shows that propaganda has big 

influence toward people action. Propaganda can evoke the interest of audience in order to 

achieve the aim of the propaganda itself. 

 

Moreover, propaganda has classified into many types based on the source of the propaganda. 

There is propaganda where the sources are known and trustable; and there is source of 

propaganda are unknown and the truth are limited or even questionable. Propaganda in its 

original sense was neutral and could refer to uses that were generally positive and the most 

important thing is the sources are notorious, this types of propaganda called or known as 

white propaganda.  

 

These are the problem that the writer concerns and would be depicted in the entitle The 

Hunger Games Mockingjay, as the writer believes that this novel can give an illustration or a 

portrayal of how propaganda is work. The Hunger games Mockingjay is a fiction novel 

created by American author Suzanne Collins published in 2010. It is the last series of The 

Hunger Games, the first Seri of The Hunger Games were released in 2008 and following the 

second series Catching Fire were released in 2009. It is a story of a woman named Katniss, 

who becomes Mockingjay it is a title for someone who is used to be the face of revolution in 

Panem. The president of district 13, Alma Coin has a plan to fight over Panem’s president, 

which is Snow. To achieve her goal, Alma openly spreads her idea and provokes all districts 

to support her ideas through Mass media and through Katniss as someone who will deliver 

the idea.  

 



In this novel the issue of propaganda clearly comes from President Alma Coin and the games 

maker Plutarch Heavensbee. They try to provoke people in panem by using propaganda clip 

which call Propo’s video where Katniss Featured in it. In the clip, the Mockingjay have to 

speech in order to persuade people in every district to support and join the Mockingjay to 

fight and to take over Panem from the president Snow. Katniss who is still sad and on fire 

because of her friends Peeta Mellark, Johanna Manson and Annie Cresta was kidnap and 

being tortured at the capitol, agrees to act as the Mockingjay in order to save them. Together 

with Boggs, Cressida, Pollux and other, Katniss begin to make a clip about how the President 

Snow torture, bomb and burn the district to the ground, then the clip shows to every district in 

order to attract them to make an united.   

 

Based on the explanation above, the writer assumes that Mockingjay novel contains the issue 

of propaganda, where the source of propaganda is identified. Event there are many literary 

work that contains the same issue, but Mockingjay provide something different. Where the 

propagandist and the source of propaganda are known by people who is become the target of 

propaganda, usually the propaganda is spread by the unknown source, and the message is 

half-truth or even absolutely wrong. 

Considering the explanation above, firstly the writer will define the propaganda itself, the 

classification of propaganda and the technique that use to share the propaganda based on the 

theory. Secondly, the writer will illustrate how the theory applied in the Novel that already 

has chosen The Hunger Games series Mockingjay.  

1.2 Research Question 

Based on the explanation in the background of the study above, the writer formulate the 

problem into 



 

How is propaganda Portrayed in Collins’s The Hunger Games Series  

Mockingjay ? 

 

1.3 Research Objective  

The objective of this research is to explain how is propaganda portrayed in Collins’s The 

Hunger Games Series Mockingjay. 

 

1.4 Uses of the Study 

Hopefully this research will have the uses practically and theoretically.  

1.4.1    Theoretical Use 

Theoretically, this proposal is employed to expand and apply the field of literary study at 

first, especially in propaganda theory since this proposal discuss about what is propaganda 

and how the techniques of propaganda. The second thing would be, the research is expected 

to enrich the knowledge relating to propaganda and its techniques portrayal in a literary work.  

1.4.2   Practical Use 

Practically, the writer hope that this research will help to give illustration of how is 

propaganda work portrayed in Collins’s The Hunger Games Series Mocking jay. In spite, this 

research will be dedicated in the term of knowledge’s development. 

1.5 Scope of the Study 

The writer focuses on the details of propaganda. Further on, it elaborates the types of 

propaganda based on the source which are white, black or grey propaganda and the 

techniques of propaganda that shows in a novel entitle The Hunger Games MockingJay.  To 

begin with, types of propaganda chooses to be the main focus the writer believes which one 



of the types of propaganda is the suitable theory on highlighted propaganda issue portrayed in 

the literary work.  

 

 

 


