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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1.Background of The Study 

As a human, communication is essentially important in our life. Communication 

needs a language as the medium to send and accept the meaning of 

communication. To communicate with other person we needs to use language as a 

media communication. According to Sydney (2005) Language is the system of 

communication in speech and writing that is used by people of particular country 

area. It means that human in the world needs language to socialize with other 

people. Every place has different language. International community chooses 

English in as much as it is used by many people around the globe. As we know 

that English language is the standard language in the world as the tools to make 

the unity of many countries that has different language in the world.  

 

Inside the language it self there are many aspect that we as a human need in 

communication, one of important aspect to make a natural language called as a 

collocation. The importance of collocations in the language is confirmed by 

Sarikas (2006:36) “Collocations are important combinations of words that endow 

the language with natural sounding speech and writing.” Collocation have many 

important functions in language, according to Sarikas (2006) one function is that 

collocations help people talk and write about any topic and communicate 

effectively, which means that by going through the procedure of having a 

productive collocation (to know which adjectives are used with which nouns. and 

vice versa), one develops one’s learning of linguistic rules as well as improves 

one’s linguistic ability and skills.   

 

People who want to study, work or do business with or in foreign countries have 

to be able to master English well. That is why, we as the nonnative English must 

be known about the knowledge of English itself. Unfortunately, even though 

nonnative speaker learn about English, but sometimes their conversation will hear 

strange by the native English speaker. It because their break the collocation term. 
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Non native speaker of English usually ignore it because of their limitation of 

knowing it. Another function, which is the most important one, is that “language 

that is collocationally rich is also more precise.” (Oxford Collocation Dictionary, 

cited in thein Sarikas, 2006:36). For example, the word of a peace of poetry, we 

cannot say a slice of poetry. Even though the word peace has similar meaning 

with the word slice, but a slice of poetry will be sound unnatural and strange. So, 

this means that collocations make the text have a more precise. That is why, 

knowledge of collocation is so important for the competent use of a language, 

especially for us as a student. The writer chooses the data from the novel entitled 

The Railway Children. Because, novel is one of literary work that use an 

expressive language than standard language which use standard word or phrase to 

make the reader interest toward the story inside the novel.  

 

This novel is one of the written languages. Written texts are different from oral 

language. To compile a written text, a writer has to think more, a writer should 

compose a well formed text so that their readers understand it easily. If we want to 

write without concerning on English grammatical collocations the native speaker 

of English will not understand and reject our produced text in as much as it seems 

to be unfamiliar text. A grammatically correct sentence will stand out as awkward 

if collocation preferences are violated. This makes collocation important to be 

discussed. Here, the writer chooses the novel from Edith Nesbith entitled The 

Railway Children. 

 

This book has been release on April, 1 1998 by Wordsworth Edition Ltd. This 

book contain 204 pages, of course this book used English language. For additional 

information, the author Edith Nesbit was an English author and poets whose 

children’s work were published under the name of E. Nesbit. She wrote or 

collaborated on over 60 books of fiction for children, several of which have been 

adapted for film and television. She was also political activist a co-founded the 

Fabian society, a precursor to the modern labor party. The Railway Children was 

booming in that time, it tells about three children from high class family must 

change their live, namely Roberta, Phyllis and Peter.  
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If we look at the changing times that are increasingly modern make us forget 

something that is often over looked. Book can helps to improve development for 

us, because book can give the good motivation and knowledge for human being. 

Book is divided into two kinds of books, such as fiction book and non-fiction 

books, of course the two kinds of the book has its own function, non-fiction book 

is a book written by the real of the author's own experience. While the fiction 

book written by the imagination of the author. Talking about fiction book, novel is 

one of the kinds of fiction book.  

 

According to Sumardjo (1998: 29) says that “novel is a story with the prose form 

in long shape, this long shape means the story including the complex plot, many 

character and various setting”. By seeing this information, the writer derives the 

conclusion that this novel is one of the novel for the children and the novel’s 

writer write the novel use the easy language to make easier understand by the 

children. There must be collocation preferences in this novel, in order the native 

speaker can understand about what the novel tells about. That is why, the writer 

choose The Railway Children novel as the data research.  

 

These urgencies that make the writer are interested to conduct this research and 

compile this paper entitled Collocation in The Railway Children Novel. 

 

1.2.Problem Formulation 

Based on the description above, the writer formulates the research question as, 

1. What are the types of collocation in The Railway Children novel? 

  

1.3 Objective of the Study 

Regarding to the problem formulation above the aims are:  

1. To identify and describe the types of collocation found in The Railway 

Children novel. 

 

1.4.Uses of the Study 

1.4.1. Theoretical Uses 
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Theoretically, this research can give contribution toward linguistics science about 

collocation. Therefore, this research hopefully can enrich information or 

references about collocation. 

 

1.4.2. Practical Uses 

Practically, this research can give benefits for the writer. At least, it also can be 

used as the reading material for the readers who want to analyze the same topic.  

 

Furthermore, this research can give knowledge and information to the readers that 

considering about the collocation knowledge is not only a must for the students 

but also for the people who wants to learn English language. So it is can give the 

advantages for everyone. 

 

1.5. Scope of the Study 

This research is about the study of collocation used in The Railway Children novel 

by Edith Nesbith, the writer focuses on collocation that consist of six different 

types of collocations based on McCarthy and O’Dell theory, such as Adjective + 

Noun (Adj+N), Noun + Verb (N+V), Noun + Noun (N+N), Verb + Noun (V+N), 

Verb + Adverb (V+Adv), and Adverb + Adjective (Adv+Adj). 

 


