
 
 

CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Barack Husein Obama is a presidential figure who has excellent speech skills 

and is well-known for his trademark speeches, many people call him "The Master 

orator". He is a figure who once held of the most influential in his governmental 

country which is known as a developed country. His excellent oratory ability on 

stage was able to win the hearts of most of the population in the United States and 

not only American people who admire him, but almost most of the Indonesian 

people, both politicians, academics and the public also admire the figure of the US 

president. Barack Obama as reliable politician who succeeded in occupying the 

seat of the president as a politician he used speech to convince, promise, affirming 

and changing the pattern of people's thoughts and opinions on certain things. 

Politicians used selected devices in order to convince the public and to be able to 

communicate directly with them (Priyatmojo, 2012) in (Firdaus et all, 2020). 

When giving a speech, he is very careful in choosing his words and speaks the 

speech well, especially in responding to global cases that have occurred.  

 

Speech becomes an important part of a leader in conveying something. Speech is 

an activity of public speaking are contained criticism by speaker expressions in 

the form of opinion, ideas, motivation and important information in an event made 

by the speaker to many people. In speech, everyone has an intention and they 

convey it indirectly or directly so that they can understand what the speaker 

means (Andewi & Waziana, 2019). Speech is communication where the speaker 
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says something, conveys a purpose such as asking or giving an appointment, and 

how someone tries to influence his audience (Kent Bach). It means that speech are 

usually delivered by someone who gives an opinion or statement about an 

important event that is happening as an appeal to achieve a goal. In a speech text 

we can see how their contents convey a meaning in sentences (Kuswoyo & 

Siregar, 2019). The commencement speech are importance to uses for someone as 

an initial stage to convey an event where the momentum of the content or essence 

can be heard properly by the listener. 

 

Some of the same utterances in communication may have different meanings and 

there may be more than one meaning or power in one utterance. From a situation 

or context point of view, it is possible that a utterances has more than two 

meanings or even more. Those kind one of the phenomenon to understand the 

meaning of utterances in a commencement speech called presupposition which is 

part of pragmatic that interesting study. The presupposition is something that can 

assume by the speaker before producing speech and then produce a meaning 

(Yule, 1996). When study presupposition means learning to understand the 

context that exist before speech is stated. Some people choose a different 

language utterance  when they speak something in a particular situation (Candra 

& Qodriani, 2018). Besides language can be used to convey an arguments that can 

be contained in the speech or text (Superior & Gulo,2017). The phenomenon of 

presupposition that appears can help the speakers to find out and understand the 

meaning contained in a utterances. Presupposition can be found in written and 

oral languages. (Yule, 2006) classifies presupposition into six types, namely 

existential presupposition, factive presupposition, lexical presupposition, 
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structural presupposition, non-factive presupposition, and counter-factual 

presupposition. 

  

The researcher sees the importance to study about presupposition. By 

presupposition, we know how to understand the intention or purpose correctly, so 

that the meaning of the utterance can be reached. That is why the researcher 

interested to take it for  research, and the researcher focuses this study on Barack 

Obama’s speech on the presupposition. The presupposition is something that can 

be presupposed. As Yule (1996: 25) states that the presupposition of something 

the speaker’s utterance is considered a case before making speech. It means that, 

presupposition are important to know what is assumed by the speaker so that the 

listener knows and understands the utterance beside context of the speech. 

 

There are some researchers who have already done research on the presupposition 

as guideline for the researcher to conduct this study, the first is Rosmawati (2016) 

discuss the types of presupposition and identifying what type is dominantly used 

in the Enoch Powell's speech on Politicians. This study found the type of 

presupposition in Enoch Powell’s speeches and the most dominant existential 

presupposition seen in speeches. The second researcher is Nopembri (2015) 

discuss how the presuppositional statements in American Presidential debate 

between Barack Obama and Mitt Romney. This study found some statements in 

the speech expressed to indicate the existence of presupposition and already 

detected in the debate. The third researcher is Donna (2018) discusses the type of 

presupposition in President Barack Obama’s Speech  On His First and Second 

Inaugural Addresses. This study shows in his speech expressions contain many 
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facts, real information to influence the attention of the audience. The last study is 

Mazid (2007) discuss the kind of presuppositions and strategic function in Bush’s 

20/09/2001.  This study shows and demonstrate many hedging presupposition that 

soften the overall confrontational tone and the strategic function characteristic of 

political speeches. 

Based on the studies above, there are studies which discuss presupposition in 

political time and one of the study discuss in critical time, but a little research 

discuss presupposition during the critical time especially in corona viruses 

pandemic that happen in around the world. The researcher observing the 

presupposition of President Barack Obama’s commencement speech in dear class 

of 2020 on may 19, 2020. In his commencement speech President Barack 

Obama’s talked the class of 2020 should try to overcome the problems that occur 

and everyone mush achieve succes become the best generation even though the 

world is having a hard time. So in this study the researcher want to analyze 

presupposition in President Barack Obama’s commencement speech because the 

researcher is very interested to be discussed because this topic study about 

language and understand everything that assumed about the presupposition that 

contain implied meaning in President Barack Obama’s motivate to the class of 

2020 during the critical time. 

1.2 Research Question 

Based on the reason that has explained above, the researcher formulated the 

research question as follows:  
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1. What the types of presupposition and the functions of presupposition on 

utterance meaning which contained on President Barack Obama's 

commencement speech? 

1.3 Research Objectives 

Based on the formulation above, this study has one objective, there is: 

1. To investigate and describes what the types and the functions of 

presupposition on utterances meaning which contained on President 

Barack Obama’s commencement speech. 

1.4 Use of the Study 

The results of this study are expected to give both theoretical and practical 

benefits as follows: 

1.4.1 Theoretically 

The result of this study is to provide more theoretical knowledge about 

presupposition for readers through the field of pragmatics. Besides this 

research can contribute to many people so that it can be understood that 

the presupposition has an implicit meaning. 

1.4.2 Practically 

In addition, the results of this study are expected to provide more 

information about presupposition in President Barack Obama's 

Commencement Speech so that this research can help readers understand 

the presupposition. Hopefully, this research can help other researchers 

who intend to make this research object as a future reference for similiar 

research. 
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1.5 Scope of the Study 

The scope of this study the researcher is focusing on analyzing the presupposition 

on the President Barack Obama's commencement speech based on the types of 

presupposition found in the utterances. This study is limited to the theory of 

presuppostion by George Yule (1996). 
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