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ABSTRACT 

Transitivity Analysis on Soleimani’s Assassination Issues  

in Al Jazeera and New York Post Editorials 

 

OktaviaHandoko 

16111045 

 

This study aim to define the frequent components and the ideational meaning that 

represent Soleimani assassination based on transitivity component found in Al-

Jazeera and New York Post editorials. By defining the way of the editors in 

describing the issues through argumentative text, the researcher and readers able 

to understand and feel the experience written in editorials regarding to the 

current issues happened. 

Hence, the researcher uses qualitative research to define and describing each 

clause written. The data were six editorials from each newspapers. Furthermore, 

Al Jazeera and New York post has different resulted in process and participant 

component, but it has similarities in the circumstance element.  

In Al Jazeera editorials, the most dominant process is relational attribute within 

45.5% occurrence and attaches with 22.2% of carrier and attribute. These 

editorials emerge the used of relational attribute process to ascribe something 

and give clear information related to something that being described and it used 

auxiliary verb such as (was, is, had, has, have, will)to give clear information to 

the reader. Meanwhile, in New York Post editorials, the most dominant process is 

material process within 48.1% occurrence and attach with 24% actor and 20.3% 

goal as dominant participants. These editorials engage the used of material 

process to express what the writer want to deliver through the action or a 

situation that happened through the use of action verb such as (killed, ordered, 

ended, attacking) to give an image to the reader. Then, circumstance types that 

are location in Al Jazeera has 56.2% occurrence while New York Post has 73.6% 

occurrence. These functioning as additional information that wants to share by 

the editors. By learning transitivity analysis, the reader tend to familiar with the 

language that used to deliver certain figure, especially in editorials that deals 

with argument and perception 

Keywords: Transitivity components, Soleimani assassination, Editorial 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

ix 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

INSIDE COVER  ...............................................................................................  i 

DECLARATION OF PLAGIARISM  .............................................................  ii 

APPROVAL PAGE  .......................................................................................... iii 

VALIDATION PAGE  ....................................................................................... iv 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  ................................................................................  v 

DEDICATION  ................................................................................................... vi 

MOTTO  ............................................................................................................ vii 

ASTRACT  ........................................................................................................ viii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ................................................................................... xi 

 

CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION ............................................................... 1 

1.1 Background of Study ..................................................................................... 1 

1.2 Research Question ......................................................................................... 4 

1.3 Research Objective ........................................................................................ 4 

1.4 The Uses of the Study .................................................................................... 4 

1.5 Scope of Study ............................................................................................... 5 

 

CHAPTER TWO: THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK ................................... 6 

2.1 Previous Study ................................................................................................ 6 

2.2 Theory ............................................................................................................. 8 

2.2.1 Ideational Metafunction .......................................................................... 8 

2.2.1.1 Transitivity ....................................................................................... 9 

2.2.1.1.1 Material Process ..................................................................... 11 

2.2.1.1.2 Mental Process ....................................................................... 12 

2.2.1.1.3 Behavioural Process ............................................................... 13 

2.2.1.1.4 Relational Process .................................................................. 13 

2.2.1.1.5 Verbal Process ....................................................................... 14 

2.2.1.1.6 Existential Process ................................................................. 15 

2.2.1.1.7 Circumstantial Process ........................................................... 16 

 

CHAPTER THREE: METHODOLOGY ....................................................... 21 

3.1 Research Design ............................................................................................ 21 

3.2 Data and Data Source .................................................................................... 21 

3.3 Data Collecting Technique ............................................................................ 22 

3.4 Data Analyzing Technique ............................................................................ 22 

 

CHAPTER FOUR: DISCUSSION .................................................................. 24 

4.1 The Frequency of Transitivity Components ................................................. 24 

4.2 Process Types, Participant Role and Circumstance Element ........................ 29 



 
 

x 
 

4.2.1 Material Processes Analysis ....................................................................... 30 

4.2.1.1 Material Process Analysis in Al Jazeera Editorials  ........................ 30 

4.2.1.2 Material Process Analysis in New York Post Editorials ................. 34 

4.2.2 Mental Processes Analysis ......................................................................... 37 

4.2.2.1 Mental Process Analysis in Al Jazeera Editorials  ........................... 38 

4.2.2.2 Mental Process Analysis in New York Post Editorials  ................... 39 

4.2.3 Verbal Processes Analysis ......................................................................... 40 

4.2.3.1 Verbal Process Analysis in Al Jazeera Editorials  ........................... 40 

4.2.3.1 Verbal Process Analysis in New York Post Editorials .................... 43 

4.2.4 Relational Processes Analysis .................................................................... 45 

4.2.4.1 Relational Process Analysis in Al Jazeera Editorials....................... 46 

4.2.4.2 Relational Process Analysis in New York Post Editorials  .............. 48 

 

CHAPTER FIVE: CONCLUSION  ................................................................ 53 

REFERENCES .................................................................................................. 55 

APPENDICES  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  
 

Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia 

 

CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 Background of Study 

Systemic functional linguistic (SFL) distinguish language as a sense of human 

experience through a meaning based on its function within lexicogrammar as part 

of metafunction (Halliday &Matthiessen, 2014). Metafunction involves a theme, 

subject, and actor in making meaning throughout the whole language based on a 

clause that refers to systemic accounts of grammar. Metafunction is divided into; 

ideational, interpersonal, and textual meaning (Halliday &Matthiessen, 2014, 

p.84-85). Thus, ideational metafunction deliberately being analyzed since it is 

constructing human experience in form of spoken or written text, where Halliday 

(2014) states that ideational metafunction of grammar is “language as reflection 

and “language as action” (p.30). 

 

Human experience consists of many events and being constructed as a figure of 

happening, doing, sensing, being, or having (Halliday &Matthiessen, 1999, 2014). 

All figures emerge through several processes and sorted out in the grammar of the 

clause into a process types known as transitivity. Transitivity presents the 

lexicogrammar uses in describing various events as a figure that centered on a 

process (Halliday &Matthiessen, 2014). Transitivity refers to how phenomena of 

the real world being represented on the language used as part of linguistics 

structures (Miranti, 2014). Ong’onda (2016) also states that language is a means 

of expressing and transferring ideas or experiences among people. Text also refers 
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to any language, where it has function as a process of making meaning (Halliday 

&Matthiessen, 2014). 

 

Therefore, newspaper contains numerous of text which contains broad 

information include; news, advertisement, politics, education, science, religion, 

etc., either in form of daily or weekly newspaper which its publication including 

current news, editorials, features articles and advertising (Azeez, 2013). Among 

those sections, editorial has a specific role to influence the readers’ perspective 

than any other newspaper text type. Newspaper editorials also a media that engage 

with various issues including human social issues, problems, and opportunities 

where those issues express sociopolitical significance towards certain events (van 

Dijk, 1989; McCombs, 1997 in Afzal & Harun, 2015). Since editorials present as 

an argumentative texts which express the opinion of a newspaper due to the 

current news even controversial event (Elyazale, 2014)  

 

Similarly to Western stereotypes toward Middle East Countries that significantly 

shape Muslims and East Asians negatively which increased xenophobic 

sentiments due to these communities followed by cultural, social, and political 

differences derived to inapposite negative acts. (Wu, 2002 in Najm, 2019). This 

xenophobic sentiment happened because the language used that being represented 

in each media resulted differently. It could be seen from how the media deliver the 

controversial issues that happened in the beginning of the year due to Iranian 

military leader assassination. Therefore, these issues have been written in several 

newspaper editorial and the editorials selected are the Al- Jazeera as Arabic and 
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English newspaper from Qatar. These newspapers being claimed to have a 

predominantly Islamic perspective, as well as having anti-Western and anti-Israel 

biases (Graaf, 2005). Along with the New York Post as one of the American 

English newspaper and is considered as the 4th ranked for its distribution in the 

US in 2018. It has a lean right perspective where its issues focus on conservative 

editorial policy by keeping the traditional pattern, nationalist pattern, and 

sensationalist headlines. (Allsides.com) 

 

Hence, those matters still categorize as political news the current issues happened, 

it can be about social lives, sociology, political science or cultural studies 

(Fairclough; 2001 in Miranti: 2014). Although research on political news is 

various already in terms of demonstration, immigration, or terrorism, yet, there is 

still a limited in discussing language use in editorial. Moreover, Soleimani is one 

of the military figures who mostly being mentioned due to his assassination did by 

the U.S drone strike and it becomes one of the controversial issues at the 

beginning of the year. He was known as an Iranian senior military officer for 22 

years that serve in Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) and Quds Force.  

He is considered the second most powerful person in Iran and becomes Ayatollah 

Khamenei’s, right-hand man.  

 

However, the present researcher interest to analyze how ideational meaning that 

represented IRGC’s commander in Al Jazeera and New York Post based on the 

language used written, especially in their newspaper editorial by adopting 
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transitivity analysis, where previously this theory has been used by several 

studies. 

1.2 Research Questions 

The problems of this research can be stated as follows: 

1. What are the transitivity components written as regards to IRGC’s 

commander death on Al Jazeera and New York Post editorials? 

1.3 Research Objective 

The purpose of this study is: 

1. To define the most frequent components and identify language used 

construing ideational meaning that represent Soleimani in Al Jazeera and 

New York Post editorials 

1.4 The Use of Study 

The uses of this analysis are divided into theoretical use and practical use 

1.4.1 Theoretical Use 

This analysis could share some information with other researchers about 

systematic functional linguistic, especially transitivity. Those who learn about 

SFL could obtain its uniqueness that appears in various types of sources that are 

used. The written text could contain the experience of the writer and make the 

reader sense the same experience through newspaper editorial session. Hence, 

through learn transitivity analysis, the future researcher could break down each 

part of the word and it makes the readers aware of issues that appear around it. 

1.4.2 Practical Use 

The researcher hopes that the readers show their awareness toward surrounding by 

frequently read new information from available sources, especially newspapers. A 
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newspaper contains factual information that is unfortunate to miss. Followed by 

the editorial where the reader could able see the newspaper opinion toward certain 

issues. The information might attract the reader to sense indirect experience 

through argumentative text and it can be analyze through transitivity analysis that 

contains participant, process, and circumstance. Thus, the readers even the 

researchers who learn about SFL is expected to be more excited defining unique 

word and  collecting new vocabulary written in the newspaper editorial. 

1.5 Scope of Study 

This research will focus on the construction of grammatical process within the 

text that might appear in Al Jazeera and New York Post editorials. Furthermore, 

through grammatical processes, the researcher also intended to describe various 

types of transitivity components that represents inside the newspaper editorials by 

seeing which clause that contains Soleimani presence, the cause of Soleimani’s 

death, those people that have been affected and the situation happened after the 

assassination written in the editorials. The editorials chosen due to Iranian leader 

assassination issues published during January 2020.  
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CHAPTER TWO 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

 

 
2.1 Previous Study 

Table 2.1 Previous Study 

Researcher Objective Method Finding 

Ong’onda 

(2016) 

To identify and 

describes how the 

Al-Shabaab being 

portrayed and 

represented  in 

Kenya newspaper 

Research 

Design: 

Qualitative 

Research 

Data Collecting 

Technique: 

Library study 

Instrument: 

Online 

Newspaper 

1. The dominance 

processes found were 

material and 

relational process, 

taken from 24  

newspapers  

2.  Negative image and 

grammatical choices 

create a different 

perspective for the 

readers 

Al Fajri 

(2017) 

To verify social 

actor 

representation 

which involved in 

a demonstration 

toward Jakarta‘s 

governor and its 

protest deliver by 

them 

Research  

Design: 

Qualitative 

Research 

 Data Collecting 

Technique: 

Library Study 

Instrument:  

Online 

Newspaper 

1. The most frequent 

process appears in 

both newspapers are 

material process, 

followed by a verbal 

and relational process.  

2. BBC news represents 

the actor has more 

violent while in Al 

Jazeera, the actor 

predicated are less 

violent. 

Miranti 

(2014) 

To display the 

types of process 

and participant on 

The New York 

Times and The 

Washington Times 

newspaper through 

ideologies reflected 

on both editorials. 

Research 

Design: 

Qualitative 

Research 

Data Collecting 

Technique: 

Library study 

Instrument: 

Online 

Newspaper 

1. The material process 

is mostly used in both 

newspapers 

2. The New York Times 

represented 

immigrants as victims 

and are attributed 

positively, while The 

Washington Times 

represented 

immigrants as a 

trouble maker and 

attributed negatively.  



7 
 

Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia 
 

The first study is from Ong’onda (2016). Ong’onda analysis talks about how one 

figure being pictured as the main cause of terrorism that happened in Kenya. His 

action is described in several headlines newspapers and it had been designed 

through qualitative research. Ong’onda identifies the language used written in 

headlines news through Halidayan Transitivity analysis and the news itself 

specifically choose in September 2013. Hence, this study resulted that the material 

process is mostly used and it is emphasizing the main actor causing various  

horribe actions such as violence and chaos.  

 

The second is study by Al-Fajri (2017). Al Fajri focused on how the journalist 

represent various actors who were involved in the demonstration that happened in 

Jakarta 4 years ago due to Basuki Tjahaja Purnama or Ahaok blashphemy toward 

Ulama and Quran used transitivity analysis. Therefore, it resulted different 

perpective from many people. Al Fajri intends to investigate these issues by 

taking two different newspapers which have contrast background such as the BBC 

and Al Jazeera newspapers within qualitative research. This study shows that the 

most frequent process is material, followed by verbal and relational process. The 

material process appearance creating several perspectives by each newspaper. It 

can be seen that the BBC newspaper intends to portray those social actors who 

attach to the demonstration unequally, while Al Jazeera describes each social 

actor equally without leaning toward any of the actors. 

 

The last study is from Miranti (2014). Miranti defined how both American 

editorials newspaper portray the immigration based on power and ideology inside   
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the newspaper by focusing on each type of process and participant through 

Hallidayan SFL theory and Fairclough framework. Miranti describes the data in 

the form of a qualitative method by comparing the way each editorial describing 

these issues. As as result, the New York Times editorial represent undocumented 

immigrants politely and positively by mentioning the situation of immigrants still 

being treat as the victims of the U.S law. Insted, the Washington Times display 

these issues in a harshly and negtively by describing these people as the main 

actor who always cause chaous, crime, etc and they were against the U.S law. 

 

Each of the studies has similar points, where those previous studies were used 

Halidayan SFL theory w main with different main focused. As mention above, 

transitivity being implemented to discover and break down each sentence into 

several clauses due to types of process attach. However, these previous studies are 

reliable and help the present researcher to study the language used done by 

different editorials due to Soleimani assassination issues written in Al Jazeera and 

New York Post editorials without attach to any ideological pattern. 

2.2 Theory 

2.2.1 Ideational Metafunction 

Ideational metafunction known as clause as representation (Halliday & 

Matthiessen, 2014). It has a notion to represent structure meaning as a 

representation of the process in human experience which being describe in form 

of clause where the actor becomes the main participant in that process. The actor 

itself portrays as the one who does an action or as the doer (Halliday & 

Matthiessen, 2004: 59). Ideational metafunction construes a relationship between 
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a word and its meaning into; process, participants, and circumstances (Halliday & 

Matthiessen, 2014:212). Ideational metafunction is also known as an experiential 

by Halliday in his An Introduction to Functional Grammar (Jaelani&Sujatna, 

2014). 

The editorial contains an opinion from an editor who wants to deliver their 

experience regarding certain topics. Ideational metafunction also focusing on 

finding meaning through a model of human experience and it stand as clause as 

representation where it can be realized through transitivity process to identify 

lexicogrammar meaning inside the text, instead of interpersonal that deals with 

social relationship and textual that deals with a context in the text (Halliday 

&Matthiessen, 2004) 

2.2.1.1 Transitivity 

Halliday &Matthiessen (2014) state that transitivity denote how clause represent 

number of events as a figure or its structure represent process, follow by 

participant and circumstances. Wahyudin (2016) also state that transitivity 

represent the encoding of experiential meaning: meaning about the world, about 

experience, about what we perceive and experience what is going on. The term of 

transitivity in SFL is a semantic category that construes an image of human 

recognition at the lexicogrammar level as part of the process types in written or 

spoken form. Hence, by using system of transitivity, there are information that can 

be discover through the clause (Gerot and Wignel 1995 in Afrianto&Zuhun, 

2014). There are three components of transitivity (Halliday &Matthiessen, 2014) 

such as; 

(i) process refers to a situation that being described (e.g. material,mental) 



10 
 

Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia 
 

(ii) participant is an entity require in the process (e.g. actor, sayer, senser, goal) 

(iii) Circumstances deal with the process as the main idea, particularly when, how, 

where, and why of the process. 

 Furthermore, Halliday&Matthiessen (2014) divided the transitivity process into; 

material, mental, behavioural, relational, verbal, and existential process, along 

with participant and also circumstantial elements (p.216) 

Figure 1. Process Types and Its Function 

 (Halliday &Matthiessen, 2014) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2. The Process Types and Participant Roles (Halliday &Matthiessen, 2014) 
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2.2.1.1.1 Material Process 

This clause represents doing and happening. Halliday &Matthiessen(2004) states 

that “material clause construes a quantum of change in the flow of events as 

taking place through some input of energy” (p.179). The material clause construe 

certain entity as the one who an action. Instead, it is also refers to the human 

experience as the notion of the outer experience that not only contains concrete 

and physical even but also abstract even.  

Furthermore, material clause involves several participants who do an action. 

There are actor, goals, recipient, client and scope. (1) The actor is an entity who 

did the action, (2) the goal is an entity that aims to accept the process, (3) The 

recipient is an entity that goods are given to. (4) The client is an entity that service 

is done for, and (5) the scope is an entity who explain the previous information.  

Examples:  

1. Actor  

The gun Discharge 

Actor Pr:material 

 

2. Goal  

Handle wrote The Messiah 

Actor Pr:material The Messiah 

 

3. Recipient 

I Gave My love A ring that has no end 

Actor Pr:material Recipient Goal 
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4. Client 

They Built Me a house 

Actor Pr:material Client Goal 

 

5. Scope 

She crossed The room 

Actor Pr:material Scope 

 

2.2.1.1.2 Mental Process  

The mental process is a mental clause which sense of the human experience of the 

human real consciousness. Halliday &Matthiessen, (2004) states that “mental 

clauses are concerned with our experience of the world of own consciousness” 

(p.197). According to Lock (1996:105), there are five types of mental processes; 

perception (seeing, hearing, noticing, smelling), affection (liking, loving, fearing, 

hating, admiring, and missing), cognition (believing, remembering, forgetting, 

understanding) and volition (wanting, needing, desiring, hoping and wishing).  

 

Halliday&Matthiessen (2004) also states that senser and phenomenon are both 

involved in the mental process. Senser is the participant who is feeling, thinking 

or seeing and senser is engage with human consciousness, while phenomenon is 

an entity that is sensed- felt, thought, or seen. It is also deal with human inner 

experience and imagination-person, creature, object, etc) 

For Example: 

1. Senser 

She Doesn’t understand 

Senser Pr:mental 
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2. Phenomenon 

Mary Liked The gift 

Senser Pr:mental Phenomenon 

 

2.2.1.1.3 Behavioral Process  

The behavioral process (Halliday&Matthiessen, 2004) involves human 

psychological and physiological behavior such as breathing, dreaming, coughing, 

and staring. He also adds behavioral processes partly like the material and partly 

like mental (p.250). There is one participant in this clause known as behaver that 

is participant who is behaving.  

For example:  

She Lived In a luxury house 

Behaver Pr:behavioural (Circ:Location) 

 

2.2.1.1.4 Relational Process  

The relational process is a state of being and having. Halliday&Matthiessen 

(2004) state that “Relational clauses serve to characterize and to identify” (p.210). 

It is associated with the verb be in the simple present or past. Afrianto (2019) state 

that relational process indicated with copular verbs (become, sound), possessive 

verbs (have, contain, and consist), auxiliary verbs (is, are), and modal (will and 

should). Moreover, relational clause has systematic structure that are divided into 

three main types which are intensive, possessive, and circumstantial, and each of 

these are derived in two modes; attribute and identifying.  

In the attribute relational process refers to specify quality and it is irreversible, “a 

is an attribute of x” and the participant roles are Carrier and Attribute. Carrier is 

an entity that is ascribe (the main cause), while attribute is an entity that 
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symbolize others. Thus, the identifying relational process refers to an entity that is 

used to identify another “x is identified by a” or “a serves to define the identity x” 

and it is reversible. The participant is identified and identifier – Token is decoded 

and Value is encoded. (Halliday &Matthiessen, 2004). 

Table 2.2.1.1.4 The principle categories of relational clause (Halliday 

&Matthiesen, p.284) 

 

 Attributive 

‘a is an attribute of x’ 

Identifying ‘a is the identity of x’ 

Intensive  

‘x is a” 

Sarah is wise Sarah is the leader; the leader is 

Sarah 

Possessive 

‘x has a’ 

Peter has a piano The piano is Peter’s; Peter’s is the 

piano 

Circumstantial 

‘x is at a’ 

The fair is on a 

Tuesday 

Tomorrow is the 10th; the 10th is 

tomorrow 

 

For Example:  

1. Attributive 

Mice Are Timid creatures 

Carrier Pr:Relational Attribute 

 

2. Identifying 

Today’s Represent The last chance for compromise 

Token Pr:Relational Value 

 

2.2.1.1.5 Verbal Process  

The verbal process is a process of saying or symbolically signaling. The verbal 

clause process is assigned by the verbal group where the lexical verb is uttered. 

The verbal clause in news reporting permit reporter to connect or assign officials, 

experts, and eyewitnesses as an information source (Halliday&Matthiessen, 
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2004). This clause might appear in form of quotes and reporting. Quote is 

statement where ‘x said, then y said’ while report deals with saying or sensing. 

It is also being distinct into several clauses based on Bloor and Bloor (2004) such 

(1) Sayer assigns to add  an element of meaning related to the speech act, the 

usage of some verbs as urge, explain, remind, challenge, beg, promised, grumble, 

and agreement. (2) Receiver is a person to whom the verbalization is addressed. 

(3)Verbiage represents what the Sayer uttered but instead by using the quotation 

of what the actual world use (Quote) or the proposition express in those words 

(Reported). (4)Target is the actor who acted upon verbally. 

 For example:  

Sabo Told Roger His secret 

Sayer Pr:verbal Reciever Verbiage 

 

2.2.1.1.6 Existential Process 

This process refers to something that exists or happens and usually follows by the 

verb be. The phenomenon that is labeled as “existent’ are things; person, object, 

institution, abstraction, and any action or event. When the word “There” appears 

in existential clauses allows the addressee to prepare for something to represent 

new information. The process is represented by verbs; be, exist, arise and the 

participant role called existent where it represent an entity that is exist. 

For example: 

There  Is  A cake  On the desk 

 Pr:existential Existent (Circ:Location) 
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2.2.1.1.7 Circumstantial Process 

The notion of circumstance is seen from three perspectives; (i) it refers to 

‘circumstances associated with’ or ‘attendant on the process’, indicate to 

examples such as the location of an event, manner, or its cause; and related to 

where, when, how and why as an adverb rather than a noun. (ii) Circumstances 

could become a subject or complement. (iii) It can refer to the adverbial or 

prepositional clause. The element that is considered as circumstantial where the 

participant, in some cases, is indirectly being linked into the process via some 

preposition or other. Either, it cannot stand by itself, circumstances help to 

support the other processes in making meaning through transitivity as the 

grammar of experience. There are several types of circumstance. Therefore, 

Halliday & Matthiessen (2004) states the list of the circumstantial element being 

display below (p.261-263). 

1. Extent  

It signifies the process in space time that unfolds the distance or the duration 

process. Halliday &Matthiessen (2014) state the interrogative of extents are how 

far? How long?how many? How many times? 

2. Location 

It signifies the location where the process is taken place, not only static in place, 

but also source, path and destination of movement. It construe by the interrogative 

where? when? 

3. Manner 

It expresses the way the process is actualized and it is divided into four 

subcategories: means, quality, comparison, and degree. Means deals with whereby 
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a process takes place and construe by a prepositional phrase by or with. The 

interrogative form are how? And what with?. Quality signifies by an adverbial 

group, with –ly adverb as head. The interrogative word is how?. Comparison 

signifies by a prepositional phrase such as like or unlike or even an adverbial 

group. Degree is construe by an adverbial group with general sign of degree such 

as much, a good deal, a lot or even adverb of degree such as deeply, completely 

and badly 

4. Cause 

It is expresses the reason why the process is actualized. Cause divided into reason, 

purpose and behalf. Reason sign a process take place, what cause it and it has 

sense of because. Purposes deal with an action takes place and the intention 

behind it. Behalf deals with an entity and it supposed to be a conscious being or 

for whose the action is undertaken. 

5. Contingency 

It signifies certain element on which the actualization of the process depends. It 

divided into condition, concession and default. Condition is circumstance that 

needs to manage in order for the process to be actualized and it has sense of if. 

Concession expresses frustrated cause and has sense of ‘although’. Default deals 

with negative sense condition such as if not or unless. 

6. Accompaniment  

It expresses form of joint participant in the process and sign the meaning ‘and’, 

‘or’ not as circumstantial. It divided into comitative sign into a single instance of a 

process, or might be two entities are involved and additive sign as the same 
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participant function, instead it represented as circumstance for the purpose of 

contrast 

7. Role 

It signifies the meaning of be and become circumstantially and it has sense to 

attribute or value in intensive clause. It divided into guise refers to ‘be’ in attribute 

or identity, and product refers to ‘become’ in attribute or identity 

8. Matter 

It deals with verbal process, it has sense of verbiage that which is described, 

referred to or narrated. 

9. Angle 

It deals with sayer of a verbal clause, it has sense of ‘as sayer’ or to the senser of 

mental clause followed by sense of ‘thinks’ 

Table 2.2.1.1.7. Types of Circumstantial Process 

 
Type 

Wh-

item 
Examples of realization 

enhancing 

1 Extent 

Distance 
How 

far? 

for; throughout 

‘measured’; nominal 

group 

Duration 
How 

long? 

For; throughout 

‘measured’; nominal 

group 

Frequency 

How 

many 

times 

‘measured’ nominal 

group 

2 Location Place Where? 

[there, 

here] 

At, in, on, by near; to, 

towards, into, onto, 

(away)here]from, out 

of, off; behind, in front 

of, above, below, under, 

alongside, adverb of 

place: abroad, overseas, 

home, upstairs, 

downstairs, inside, 

outside; out, up,  
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Types Wh-

Item 
Example of Realization 

  down, behind; left, 

right, straight . . .; there, 

here 

 

 Time When? 

[then, 

now] 

at, in, on; to, until, till, 

towards, into, from, 

since, 

now] 

during, before, after 

adverb of time: today, 

yesterday, tomorrow; 

now, 

then 

3 Manner Means How? 

[thus] 

by, through, with, by 

means of, out of )+ 

material), 

from 

Quality How? 

[thus] 

in + a + quality (e.g. 

dignified) + 

manner/way, 

with + abstraction (e.g. 

dignity); according to  

enhancing    adverbs in -ly, -wise; 

fast, well; together, 

jointly, 

separately, respectively 

Comparison  How? 

What 

like? 

like, unlike; in + the 

manner of . . . 

adverbs of comparison 

differently 

Degree How 

much? 

to + a high/low/ . . . 

degree/extent; 

adverbs of degree 

much, greatly, 

considerably, 

deeply [often 

collocation ally linked 

to lexical verb, 

e.g. love + deeply, 

understand + 

completely] 
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Type Wh-item Example of 

Realization 

4 Cause Reason Why? because of, as a 

result of, thanks to, 

due to, for 

want of, for, of, out 

of, through 

Purpose Why? 

What for? 

for, for the purpose 

of, for the sake of, in 

the hope 

of 

Behalf Who for? for, for the sake of, 

in favour of, against 

[‘not in 

favour of’], on 

behalf of 

5 Contingency Condition  Why? in case of, in the 

event of 

Default  in default of, in the 

absence of, short of, 

without 

[‘if it had not been 

for’] 

 Concession  despite, in spite of 

extending 

6 

Accompaniment 

Comicative Who/what 

with? 

with; without 

Additive And who/ 

what else? 

as well as, besides; 

instead of 

elaborating 7 Role Guise What as? as, by way of, in the 

role/shape/guise/form 

of 

Product What 

into? 

Into 

projection 8 Matter  What 

about? 

about, concerning, 

on, of, with reference 

to, in 

[‘with respect to’] 

9 Angle Source  according to, in the 

words of 

Viewpoint  to, in the 

view/opinion of, 

from the standpoint 

of 
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CHAPTER THREE 

METHODOLOGY 
 

3.1 Research Design 

 

Transitivity is part of SFL and it emphasis on comprehensive, text based 

description (Halliday &Matthiessen, 2014). Hence, the researcher uses qualitative 

research as the methodology because the data are written in non-numerical form. 

Qualitative research requires intepretive analysis to defining the collection of 

primarily textual data (Heigham and Croker, 2009). In addition, Miles and 

Huberman (2003) in Afrianto & Inayati (2016) also state that qualitative research 

allows for inferential interpretation of narrative constructed, plural and interior 

realities. Thus, qualitative research is chosen due to content and interpretive 

analysis that construes Soleimani presence and his death in Al Jazeera and New 

York Post editorials 

3.2 Data and Data Source 

 

The main data of this research will be in the form of a clause written in newspaper 

editorials. The data source itself is taken from both newspaper editorials such as 

Al Jazeera at https://www.aljazeera.com/ and New York Post at 

https://nypost.com/. These two online newspapers are using daily English which 

contains numerous clauses. This research is a study of process, participant, and 

circumstantial elements. Sinclair et.al (1995; 2005) state that editorials appear to 

express the opinion of the editor or publisher on a topic or item news (Elyazale, 

2014). Hence, the clause written on editorials starts from 24 clauses until 91 

https://www.aljazeera.com/
https://nypost.com/


22 
 

Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia 
 

clauses. These clauses lead the present researcher to analyze the language used 

written that describes transitivity components 

3.3 Data Collecting Technique 

The data collecting technique is the process to collect the data. The steps used in 

collecting the data are as follows: 

1. Searching political editorial that talks about Soleimani.  

2. Choosing three editorials from two newspapers, one from the Western  

newspaper while the other one from Middle East newspaper  

3. Downloading the editorials from each website 

4. After finding out the editorials, the researcher re-read (interpret) and re-

check each sentence that contains clause needed in the editorial and 

matched it with transitivity components 

3.4 Data Analyzing Technique 

After the data are collected, they are being analyzed. There are several steps used 

in analyzing the data as follows: 

1. Identifying the clause written based on three components of transitivity 

analysis  

2. Break down the clauses through transitivity analysis by categorizing into; 

types of participant, process, and circumstantial. Then, each data being 

coded into numbering sets of sequences of clauses in order to define clear 

information about the data itself, for example (AJ/06/a) 
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Table 3.4 Example of coding used in data analysis (Kuswoyo&Rido, 

2019:89) 

 

(AJ/06/a) Trump’s decision To kill Soleimani 

Actor Pr:material Goal 

 

(NYP/01/f) Attack on Qassem 

Soleimani 

Was Detterence 

Carrier Pr:material Attribute 

Code:  

AJ=AL Jazeera 

NYP=New York Post 

06=Datum 6 

A=Editorial A 

 

3. Then, Interpreting the clause to define the language used written in Al 

Jazeera and New York Post editorials due to Soleimani assassination 

issues 

4. Drawing conclusion 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

DISCUSSION 

 

This chapter presents the findings in transitivity analysis and its components taken 

from three editorials from each newspaper, especially in Al Jazeera and New York 

Post. The editorials chosen based on the issues on Soleimani assassination, those 

people that have been affected and the situation happened after the assassination 

by focusing on the language used that written in both newspaper editorials and the 

way the writer or editor deliver the information. The analysis of the clauses 

written in Al Jazeera ad New York Post Editorials is presented based on the 

distribution on each transitivity components such as process, participant, and 

circumstance. The frequency of transitivity occurrence and the description of each 

data are shown as follow: 

4.1 The Frequency of Transitivity Components 

4.1.1 The Process Types and Participant Function 

Table 4.1.1.1The Process Types in the Al Jazeera and the New York Post 

Editorials 

 

No Types of Process 
Al Jazeera Editorials New York Post Editorials 

∑ % ∑ % 

1 Material 29 36.7 26 48.1 

2 Mental 4 5 1 1.8 

3 Verbal 8 10.1 5 9.2 

4 Relational 

a.Attribute 

b.Identifying 

 

36 45.5 21 38.8 

2 2.5 0 0 

5 Existential 0 0 1 1.8 

Total 79 100 54 100 

Table 4.1.1.1 above represent the process types that categorized into five 

processes such as material, mental, verbal, relational and existential, except 
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behavioural process since this process does not appear in both Al Jazeera and 

New York Post newspaper editorials. First, in Al Jazeera editorials, the researcher 

found 36 times relational processes, especially the intensive attribute type and this 

process become the most dominant process appear. This process shows how the 

editor from Al Jazeera newspaper tend to describing Soleimani presence and 

figure during his journey in IRGC’s institution and the editor also defining the 

situation happened after his assassination in Al Jazeera editorials. Then, there are 

29 material processes found by the researcher. Material process expresses the 

action happened based on the writer point of view to make the reader share similar 

experience through the language used selection. The editor describing an action 

that has been taken by Soleimani regarding to his career in military. Then, there 

are 8 verbal processes that have function adding important information written in 

newspaper editorials to support the argument written by the writer. Followed by 4 

mental processes that sign as human consciousness deals with feeling while there 

are 2 relational identifying processes that define Soleimani. Therefore, the used of 

relational found Al Jazeera signifies that these editorials mostly describing the 

information related to subject in the clause written and it is sign by linking verb. 

Second, in New York Post editorials, the researcher found 26 material processes 

and it becomes the most dominant process appears. The editors tend to expresses 

the actor who causes Soleimani death and the reason behind his assassination also 

mentioning by the editor to give clear information to the readers. Then, there are 

21 relational processes found, especially the intensive attribute types. In these 

editorials, it mostly uses by editor to expresses Soleimani figure in Western 

society which previously the researcher mention that Western people tend to have 



26 
 

Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia 
 

negative stereotypes within Middle East society (Wu, 2002 in Najm,2019). 

Followed by 5 verbal processes found that signed a confirmation or information 

that need to deliver by certain authorities. In addition, there are 1 mental and 1 

existential processes. However, these two processes have the lowest occurrence 

than others. Hence, the used of material process found in New York Post indicate 

that these editorials shows or define the information related to subject in the 

clause written based on the action or something happened which expresses by the 

action verb.  

Table 4.1.1.2 The Partcipant Role in the Al Jazeera and the New York Post 

Editorials 

 

No Types of Participant 
Al Jazeera Editorials New York Post Editorials 

∑ % ∑ % 

1 Actor 29 17.9 26 24 

2 Goal 27 16.6 22 20.3 

3 Recipient 5 3 4 3.7 

4 Client 1 0.6 1 0.9 

5 Scope 2 1.2 1 0.9 

6 Senser 4 1.2 1 0.9 

7 Phenomenon 4 1.2 1 0.9 

8 Sayer 8 4.9 4 3.7 

9 Receiver 0 0 1 0.9 

10 Verbiage 8 4.9 4 3.7 

11 Target 0 0 0 0 

12 Carrier 36 22.2 21 19.4 

13 Attribute 36 22.2 21 19.4 

14 Token 2 1.2 0 0 

15 Value 2 1.2 0 0 

16 Existent 0 0 1 0.9 

Total 162 100 108 100 

Table 4.1.1.2 shows all participants that appear in Al Jazeera and New York Post 

editorials. There are actor, goal, recipient, client, scope, senser, phenomenon, 

sayer, receiver, verbiage, target, carrier, attribute, token, value, existent, however, 

behaver and behavioral do not appears in both Al Jazeera and New York Post 
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editorials. First, in Al Jazeera editorials, the researcher found 36 carrier and 

attribute as the most dominant participant appears in these editorials. These two 

participant are connected each other, which carrier as the head and the attribute 

become the tail that give complete information about the carrier itself. Therefore, 

the researcher defines the function of carrier and attribute to signify Soleimani 

figure into several information that want to share by the editor. Then, the 

researcher also found 29 actors and also 22 goals as the second frequent 

participant appears. These two participants sign an entity that do an action while 

goal can be the purposes of the action. The researcher define that these editorials 

tend to use the actor to signifies Soleimani action while serve as IRGC’s 

commander and goal itself construe the result or the purpose of Soleimani’s action 

either succeed defeated his enemy or his achievement in Iranian military. 

Followed by 8 sayers and verbiages. These two participants also connected each 

other because it represents certain figure that describe by the editor as someone 

who want to give their ideas regarding to the information that want to be 

delivered. These participants’ mentions due to the frequency process type’s 

occurrence in Al Jazeera editorials. The researcher also defines 4 times of senser 

and phenomenon which the researcher found that it is used to signifies the local 

citizens feeling due to the assassination. Hence, it shows that Al Jazeera tend to 

construe carrier as an entity that being ascribe and attribute as the degree to 

completed the status of carrier as subject and attribute as the participant involve in 

the process found. 

Second, in New York Post editorials, the researcher found 26 actors and 22 goals 

as the most dominant participants appears in these editorials. Therefore, these 
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participants functioning differently in these editorials. The researcher found that 

the uses of actor are to signify Trump and his excellences that become the causes 

of the assassination. In the same time, the researcher also define the uses of actor 

by seeing the language used of the editors, which they construe Soleimani as the 

causes of thousands people death. Then, the researcher found 21 carriers and 

attributes. As mention, it connected each other which describe an entity with 

complete information. These mostly signed Soleimani as the enemy or threat of 

the Western. Followed by 4 sayers and verbiages found by the researcher. These 

two participants deal with Western authorities who have responsibilities due to the 

action did by their leader. Then, the researcher found 1 time of senser and 

phenomenon. These two participant are connected each other where the researcher 

define that functioning to signifies Trump’s feeling regarding to his enemy. 

Similar with Al Jazeera, these participants mentioned due to the frequency process 

types appear in the New York Post editorials. Furthermore, it indicates that New 

York Post describes the participant as the entity who doing some action and this 

action has purposes or the continuation. 

4.1.2 The Circumstances Process 

Table 4.1.2 Type of Circumstance Process in   

the Al Jazeera and New York Post Editorials 

 

No 
Types of 

Circumstances 

Al Jazeera Editorials New York Post 

Editorials 

∑ % ∑ % 

1 Extent 4 12.5 2 10.5 

2 Location 18 56.2 14 73.6 

3 Manner 2 6.25 0 0 

4 Cause 3 9.3 1 5.2 

5 Accompaniment 1 3.1 1 5.2 

6 Role 4 12.5 1 5.5 

 Total 32 100 19 100 
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Table 4.1.2 shows types of circumstances appear in Al Jazeera and New York 

Post editorials. There are extent, location, manner, cause, accompaniment and 

role, however contingency, matter, angle do not appear related to clause needed in 

Soleimaniassasination issues. Therefore, the researcher found location as the most 

dominant circusmtances appear in both Al Jazeera and New York Post editorials. 

First, there are 18 times of location, espeically place and times types appears in Al 

Jazeera editorials. These location mostly signed all location ever visited by 

Soleimani due to his position as Iranian commander. Second, in New York Post 

editorials, there are 14 times of location circumstances, especially the place and 

time types appear in it. These process signed the location where Soleimani’s 

death, his period and involving in wars. Therefore, the rest of circumstances under 

12% occurrences but it will be reveal through the interpretation of the data found. 

From those table above, that show the transitivity component appears in Al 

Jazeera and New York Post editorials has some differences in process types and 

participant roles, but that have similarities in the used of circumstances process, 

that is location. Moreover, the present researcher will describe the three functions 

of transitivity elements related to their function found in the clause written in both 

newspaper editorials. 

4.2 Process Types, Participant Role and Circumstances Process 

As part of transitivity components, the process is functioning as the main core 

either in clause or sentence which denote by the verbal group, yet it can be 

considered as what ‘goings-on’ that indicated in the whole clause as well as 

participant role attach in each process (Emilia &Syifa, et al. in Kuswoyo & Rido, 
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2019).Furthermore, circumstances process has function giving complete 

information related to where the  process takes place through time, place, manner 

(Thompson, 2014 in Kuswoyo &Rido, 2019). However, existential process has 

limited occurrence in both newspaper editorials, thus, the complete description 

only focused on material, mental, verbal, and relational. Here examples of process 

types, participant role and circumstance found in Al Jazeera and New York Post 

editorials. 

4.2.1 Material Process 

Material is process of doing and happening. It involves several participants such 

as actor who did an action; goal deals with an entity at whom the process is 

directed, recipient deals with an entity who accept the action, client deals services 

is given to and scope as continuation statement. The criteria of this process might 

be sign by the question: what did x do? Or what did x do to y?. Here is some 

example of material process. 

4.2.1.1 Material Processes and Participants in The Al Jazeera’s Editorials 

Excerpt 1 (AJ/02/A) 

The US air strike That killed 
Iranian General Qassem Soleimani and Iraqi 

Militia leader Abu Mahdi al Muhandies 

Actor Pr:material Goal 

The datum is taken from Al Jazeera editorials entitled “Soleimani and the weight 

of history” and the example above signifies material process found in the text. It is 

signed by the action verb “that killed” in which represent the process of doing. 

This clause written in the form of transitive verb which entails subject, verb and 

must have object in it. Thus, the researcher found that the used of action verb 
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“that killed” expresses the subject as the one that did the action and it had already 

happened in the past because it is written in the form of past tense. Then, the word 

“that” functioning as noun clause connector in the clause. Clause even sentence 

must have subject that is being predicated the does of the action (Halliday 

&Matthiessen, 2014). Hence, the researcher also found that the editor describing 

the subject or actor by mentioning “the US air strike” which signifies to the 

American air force as the main cause in the assassination. Moreover, Halliday 

&Matthiessen (2014) mention that if the clause written in the form of transitive 

verb, it supposed to be followed by goal as direct object which expresses by 

“‘Iranian General Qassem Soleimani and Iraqi militia leader Abu Mahdi al-

Muhandis” known as commander who has power controlling their own military. 

Furthermore, the researcher defines that the editor creates different position for 

the participants by describing the actor as the murderer and the goal as the target 

in killing. 

Excerpt 2 (AJ/18/B) 

When Trump Ordered the assassinations 

 Actor Pr:material Goal 

The datum is taken from Al Jazeera editorials entitled “Soleimani is no anti 

imperialist hero” and the example above signifies the material process. It is 

signed by the action verb “ordered” in which it expresses process of doing 

written in past tense. The use of past tense is to tell the reader if the action 

happened had been managed previously. Then, the function of the action verb 

“ordered” is deal with an order give by the leader to the military troops to do 

something (oxfordictionary). The material process found attach with actor and 
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goal since the clause in the form of transitive verb. The actor is “Trump” known 

as American president functioning as the actor behind the assassination. Followed 

by the goal “the assassination” functioning as the purposes of the process is 

needed to take by the actor. 

Excerpt 3 (AJ/10/B) 

Who  Celebrated The death of Soleimani and al-Muhandis 

Actor Pr:material Goal 

The datum is taken from Al Jazeera editorials entitled “Soleimani is no anti 

imperialist hero” and the example above signifies material process in the text. It is 

signed by the action verb “celebrated”, in which represent process of doing 

written in form of past tense. The editors want to tell the readers there are certain 

people who happy because the success of the assassination. This clause written in 

transitive verb. Hence, it must have actor and goal. The actor is “who” that is 

noun connector that functioning as subject in the clause and it refers to left-wing 

American authorities. While the goal is “the deaths of Soleimani and al-

Muhandis” shows as the result of the process did by the actor and it functioning 

as direct object in clause. 

Excerpt 4 (AJ/72/A) 

Soleimani’s 

assassination 

Also sent A message to 

authoritarian regime 

In the region 

Actor Pr:material Scope Circ:Location 

The datum taken from Al Jazeera editorials, “Soleimani and weight of history” 

and the example above signifies the material process found in the text. It is signed 

by action verb “also sent”, in which signifies the process of happening in the form 



33 
 

Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia 
 

of past tense. The editor describing the momentum happened not only merely an 

accident but it also give additional warned for certain people which it expresses 

by preposition verb “also” attach with the main verb “sent”. Therefore, this clause 

written in the form of transitive verb that must have subject and object. Hence, the 

subject is actor which signifies “Soleimani’s assassination”. It construes an 

entity that signs as target that succeeds defeated by the American authorities. 

Followed by object that is scope “a message to authoritarian regimes”. 

However, the function of goal and scope are differently. In excerpt 1, the object is 

goal that functioning as noun group denoting the result of the action verb, while in 

excerpt 2, the object is scope which functioning as the restatement of the process 

and it connected each other. Furthermore, the circumstance location give 

additional information for the readers to know which authoritarian regimes that 

try being describe by the editors and it express by the word “in the region” 

Excerpt 5 (AJ/34/C) 

A few image of angry protesters Tearing up Posters of his image 

Actor Pr:Material Goal 

The datum is taken from Al Jazeera editorial entitled “The mystification of 

Qassem Soleimani” and the example above signifies the material process. It 

signifies by the verb “tearing up” in which expresses the process of doing. The 

editors want to describe the situation happened after the assassination. The verb 

“tearing up” is part of phrasal verb. In this context, it not functioning to express 

certain feeling or emotion but it functioning to expresses an action regarding the 

actor feeling where they try cutting something into pieces. Hence, this clause 

attaches with two participants as part of subject and object. The actor is “a few 
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angry protesters” signifies as number of local citizens mentioning by the editors 

who want to give their response and it functioning as subject. Followed by goal 

“posters of his image” signifies as Soleimani’s posters and it functioning as 

direct object. The researcher assume that these people involving into a parade and 

try to express their feeling by ripping up his posters to show their rebellion action 

4.2.1.2 Material Process in The New York Post’s Editorials 

Excerpt 6 (NYP/08/D) 

President Trump Signed On the idea 

Actor Pr:material Goal 

The datum is taken from New York Post editorials entitled “Imminent confusion 

on the Soleimani strike” and the example above signifies the material process. It 

expresses by the action verb “signed” as the process of doing in the form of past 

tense. The editor describing a situation where the subject agree toward something 

and the notion of the verb “signed” is not signing a document but it deals with a 

mark or sign for an agreement made by certain people. This clause attach with 

two participants since it written in the form of transivitive verb, such as actor and 

goal. The actor is “President Trump” functioning as subject which construe as 

the US president who might involve into a discussion with his excellences. 

Followed by the goal is “On the idea” signifies to the topic that had been 

discussed during the discussion where the researcher assume that the ideas is 

related to how the US killed the IRGC’s commander. 

Excerpt 7 (NYP/06/D) 

Over more than 

a decade 

Top US officials  have privately 

called  

For taking him 

out 

Circ:extent Actor Pr:Material Goal 
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The datum is taken from New York Post editorials entitled “Imminent confusion 

on the Soleimani strike” and the example above signifies by the material process. 

It is signed by action verb “have privately called” in which signs as the process 

of doing in the form of present perfect. The researcher indicated that the action 

that want to take by the subject has been manage since ten years ago mention by 

the editors through the circumstances “over more than a decade” until the day 

Soleimani’s death. Then, the notion of the action verb “have privately called” is 

not refers to order something by telephone, but it functioning as order to do 

something and it need to be done by the subject.  This clause attach with actor that 

is “top US officials” signifies US authorities who have highest position in 

military. Followed by goal that is “for taking him out” signifies as the result of 

the process where these people want to kill Soleimani. 

Excerpt 8(NYP/21/E) 

Trump  Ordered His death 

Actor Pr:material Goal 

The datum is taken from New York Post editorial entitled “Cheering the death of 

Qaseem Soleimani” and the example above signifies material process. It is signed 

by action verb “ordered” in which expresses the process of doing and written in 

the form of past tense. The notion of the word “ordered” here is not to ask good or 

services, but it has notion giving command to the military soldier attacking 

someone. Similar with Al Jazeera, the editor from New York Post editorial also 

tend to use the word “ordered” to shows who is the mastermind of the 

assassination. This clause attach with two participants, such as actor and goal 

since it is written in transitive form. The actor is “Trump” functioning as subject 
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in the clause and it is construe as a figure that has highest position in the US 

government. Followed by goal “his death” functioning as direct object in the 

clause and it signifies the purpose of the action verb to eliminate Soleimani as the 

enemy where previously Al Jazeera tend to describe the goal more politely while 

New York Post describe the goal more harshly 

Excerpt 9 (NYP/05/E) 

A MQ-9 Reaper 

drone 

Ended His decades  Long killing 

spree 

Actor Pr:Material Circ:extent Scope 

The datum is taken from New York Post editorials entitled “Cheering the death of 

Qaseem Soleimani” and the example above signifies the material process. It is 

signed by the action verb “ended” in which the process of doing written in form 

of past tense. The word “ended” used by the editors, refers to an action that need 

to be stopped in order to avoid more victims in the future where previously a 

person that has been targeted by the actor had murdered thousands of victims for 

more than ten years which expresses by the circumstance “his decade” as 

supporting information to state the duration of the action. This clause attach with 

two participants such as actor and scope.  The actor is “A MQ-9 reaper drone” 

signifies to one of the US air force military weapon that being used to assassinate 

the target and functioning as the subject. Followed by the scope “long killing 

spree” which signifies killing activity did by Soleimani in short period of time 

and extremely resulted many victims. Therefore, the scope in the clause written 

functioning as the restatement of the process “ended”. 
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Excerpt 10 (NYP/49/F) 

By striking and killing Iran’s most resourceful 

and clever military thinker and leader 

America Did exactly that 

Goal Actor Pr:material 

 

The datum is taken from New York Post Editorials entitled “Cheering the death of 

Soleimani” and the example above signifies the material process. It is signed by 

the action verb “did exactly that” as process of doing written in the form of past 

tense. The editor use verb “did exactly that” try to expresses the activity that has 

been done by American authorities is the right choice made and it also 

emphasizing by determiner “that” to demonstrate the action did by the subject. 

This clause attach with two participants such as goal and actor. The goal is “By 

striking and killing Iran’s most resourceful and clever military thinker and 

leader” signifies the resulted of the process did by the subject and it is also sign 

by the preposition “by” in the beginning of the clause to shows the subject does 

action. Followed by the actor is “America” construe the US authorities who did 

the striking and killing to their target that is Soleimani.  

4.2.2 Mental Process 

Mental process is clause that refers to process of sensing, thinking or feeling. The 

participant that involves in this process is senser as an entity who feels, think or 

perceives by the human or an anthromophized non-human, thus it must conscious 

being. Followed by phenomenon that deals with something that think, felt or 

perceive by the conscious being. Here are the examples of mental process 
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4.2.2.1 Mental Process in the Al Jazeera’s Editorials 

Excerpt 11 (AJ/44/B) 

They  Perceive As war criminals 

Senser Pr:mental Phenomenon 

The datum is taken from Al Jazeera editorials entitled “Soleimani is no anti 

imperialist hero” and the example above signifies the material process. It is 

signed the by perceptive verb “perceive” in which expresses process sensing. 

Perceptive verb according to Mirani (2014), it perceiving through the five senses 

which means the researcher define that the editor tend to describe the subject 

feeling regarding to negative sentiment given for them. This clause attach with 

senser and phenomenon as the participants. The senser “they” signifies to local 

citizens who share their feeling by criticizing Soleimani. Followed by the 

phenomenon “as war criminals” signifies the negative sentiment giving to the 

senser as the subject in the clause and according to Halliday (1994) in Eggins 

(2004), the phenomenon is categorize as cases, because the subject perceive 

negative sentiment after criticizing and it is written in the form of polarity lexicon 

(Bal,2014) 

Excerpt 12 (AJ/46/B) 

They Didn’t know Anything about their own countries 

Senser Pr:mental Phnomenon 

This datum is taken Al Jazeera editorials entitled “Soleimani is no anti imperialist 

hero” and the example above signifies the mental process. It is signed by 

cognitive verb “didn’t know” in which expresses the process of cognitive and it 

is written in past tense. According to Miranti (2014), cognition deals with process 
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of thinking which refers to those people who criticize Soleimani. The editors 

describing the local citizens have no nationalist taste for their own country 

because they criticized the prominent IRGC’s commander. This clause attach with 

two participants such as senser and phenomenon. The senser is “they” signifies 

the local citizens and functioning as subject in the clause. Followed by 

phenomenon “anything about their own countries” signifies to something that 

thought by pro-citizens regarding to negative sentiment given by cons-citizens. 

4.2.2.2 Mental Process in the New York Post Editorial 

Excerpt 13 (NYP/35/F) 

Trump  Did not want To engage 

Senser Pr:mental Phenomenon 

The datum is taken from New York Post editorials entitled “Cheering the death of 

Qaseem Soleimani-no ifs, ands or buts” and the example above signifies by the 

mental process. It is signed by desirable verb “did not want” in which expresses 

the process of desiderative written in past tense form. The editor want to 

describing the situation happened after the subject announces he was the 

mastermind behind the assassination to Iran. The verb “did not want” refers to 

subject wishes to avoid direct communication with the enemy. This process has 

two participants that are senser and phenomenon. The senser is “Trump” refers to 

the US president who has strong desire avoiding his enemy and it functioning as 

subject in the clause. Followed by phenomenon “to engage” signifies the desire 

that want to be achieved by the senser. 
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4.2.3 Verbal Process  

Verbal process is a clause of saying that refers to information that delivers into the 

form of language. This process has several participants such as sayer is an entity 

who deliver the information, receiver is to whom the verbal process is directed, 

verbiage is nominalized statement of the verbal process and target is an entity that 

targeted by the process. 

4.2.3.1 Verbal Process in the Al Jazeera’s Editorial 

Excerpt 14 (AJ/10/C) 

He  Spoke Arabic and 

had spent  

A long time  In the Arab 

world 

 

Sayer 

 

Pr:verbal 

Circ:manner Circ:extent Circ:location 

Verbiage 

The datum is taken from Al Jazeera editorials entitled “The Mystification of 

Qassem Solemani” and the example above signifies the verbal process. It is signed 

by the verb “spoke” which expresses the process of saying. According to Halliday 

&Matthiessen (2014), the verb “spoke” refers to categorize of name of the saying 

where after the process, it followed by the name of language written in the form of 

verbiage. This process attach with sayer and verbiage as the participant. The sayer 

is “he’ refers to Soleimani ability. Followed by verbiage “Arabic and had spent 

a long time in the Arab world” signifies the name of language that sayer able to 

speak and this ability exist because the editor mentioning the Soleimani 

experience live in Arab and describing the duration of his stay through the 

circumstance written above. 
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Excerpt 15 (AJ/40/B) 

Both sides admit Trump makes domestic and foreign policy 

decisions based on his ego and what suits him 

Sayer Pr:verbal Verbiage 

The datum is taken from Al Jazeera editorials entitled “Soleimani is not anti 

imperialist hero” and the example above signifies the verbal process. It is signed 

by the verb “admit” in which expresses the process of indication. The verb 

“admit” refers to an agreement toward bad issues or situation which the editor 

want to describing the US figure through quoting. The clause attach with two 

participants such as sayer and verbiage. The sayer is “both sides” refers to the US 

left-right political party who share their ideas regarding their current leader. 

Followed by verbiage that is “Trump makes domestic and foreign policy 

decisions based on his ego and what suits him” signifies the information that 

stated by the sayer, either the verbiage written in material structure that contains 

actor, material and goal, the researcher define this clause as verbiage because it is 

written as the information after the verbal statement which they most agree that 

Trump made the decision based on his desire. 

Excerpt 16 (AJ/21/B) 

He  Claimed that he ordered it in the name of fighting global ‘terrorism’ 

Sayer Pr:verbal Verbiage 

The datum is taken from Al Jazeera editorials entitled “Soleimani is no anti 

imperialist hero” and the example above signifies the verbal process. It signifies 

by the verb ‘claimed’ in which process of quoting. The researcher found that the 

editors tend to deliver the statement made by the enemy through quoting the 

information in order to make the reader believe if the information is true either it 
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cannot be proven. This process attach with sayer and verbiage as the participant. 

The sayer is “he” signifies to Trump as the mastermind of the assassination where 

he states his action is right. Followed by verbiage “he ordered it in the name of 

fighting global ‘terrorism’ “which in this statement contains subject, verb and 

object in it or functioning as material process. But in this context, the researcher 

found that it functioning as statement that want to deliver by the sayer. Hence, it 

signifies that his action is done because to decrease the terrorism that refers to 

Soleimani. 

Excerpt 17 (AJ/03/A) 

Many authors Claim that It ‘is inexcusable to ignore the crimes of 

Soleimani’ 

Sayer Pr:verbal Verbiage 

 

The datum is taken from Al Jazeera editorials entitled “Soleimani and the weight 

of history” and the example above signifies verbal process. It is signed by the verb 

“claim that” in which expresses the process of quoting. The editor tend to 

describing the opinion of important figure through quoting to add certain 

information, which the verb “claim that” refers to something is true but in the 

same time it cannot be proven. This clause attach with two participants such as 

sayer and verbiage. Sayer is “Many authors” signifies experts or reviewers who 

deliver the idea. Followed by verbiage that is “It ‘is inexcusable to ignore the 

crimes of Soleimani’ ” signifies as the information of the sayer where they try to 

said that Soleimani crimes in killing people cannot be avoided either he also a 

figure who protect the country. 
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Excerpt 18 (AJ/04/B) 

Others Contend that His killing ‘may harm the symphony of Iranian 

power that he projected like a conductor 

Sayer Verbal Verbiage 

The datum is taken from Al Jazeera editorials entitled “Soleimani and the weight 

of history” and the example above signifies the verbal process. It is signed by the 

verb “contend that” in which expresses the process of quoting. The verb 

“contend that” refers to an additional information that want to deliver by the 

editor by quoting statement from others and try to make the readers believe that 

the statement is true. This clause attach with two participants such as sayer and 

verbiage. The sayer is “others” signifies to those experts who give their intention 

regarding to Soleimani assassination issues. Followed by verbiage that is “His 

killing ‘may harm the symphony of Iranian power that he projected like a 

conductor” signifies the information that want to be deliver by sayer which they 

describe the assassination will ruin the power of IRGC in certain country by 

describing it into figurative language. 

4.2.3.2 Verbal in the New York Post’s Editorials 

Excerpt 19 (NYP/14/D) 

First Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and then 

others 

To cite “imminent 

threats” 

Sayer Pr:verbal Verbiage 

The datum is taken from New York Post editorials entitled “Imminent confusion 

on the Soleimani strike” and the example above signifies the verbal process. It is 

signed by the verb “to cite” in which it expresses the process of quoting. The verb 

“to cite” written in the form of infinitive where the editor tend to mention the US 
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important figure as example to support the information written. This process 

attach with two participants such as sayer and verbiage. The sayer is “first 

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and then others” construe the US secretary of 

state and his excellences that stated the information of the enemy. Followed by 

verbiage that is “imminent threats “which signifies Soleimani as the most 

dangerous enemy faced by the US. 

Excerpt 20 (NYP/19/D) 

CIA chief Gina Haspel and Joint 

Chiefs of Staff head Gen. Mark 

Milley, both career officials 

Are convinced  Soleimani was planning 

a major attack 

Sayer Pr:verbal Verbiage 

The datum is taken from Al Jazeera editorials entitled “Imminent confusion on the 

Soleimani attacks” and the example above signifies the verbal process. It signed 

by the process “are convinced” in which expresses the process of imperating. The 

researcher categorize the verb “are convinced” as verbal because it deals with 

statement that want to deliver by the editors to the readers which this verb 

functioning to persuade the readers if the enemy will take an action. There are 

sayer and verbiage as the participants. The sayer is “CIA chief Gina Haspel and 

Joint Chiefs of Staff head Gen. Mark Milley, both career officials” signifies to 

the head of CIA and the general of US army. Followed by the verbiage that is 

“Soleimani was planning a major attack” signifies as an action that being claim 

will happened by the sayer as the speaker. Whether the verbiage written in the 

form of material component that it has actor, action verb, and goal, but the 

researcher categorize it as verbiage because in this context, it functioning as 

information that want to deliver by the speaker and it follows after verbal process. 
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Excerpt 21 (NYP/45/F) 

President Donald 

Trump  

Delivers Remarks on the strike that killed 

Iranian general Qassem Soleimani 

Sayer Pr:verbal Verbiage 

 

The datum is taken from New York Post editorial entitled “Cheering the death of 

Soleimani” and the example above signifies the verbal process. It is signed by the 

verb “delivers” in which expresses process of taking. The verb “delivers” part of 

talking activity which semantically refers to giving a speech in front of public 

which the editors’ shows the activity happened after the assassination did under 

the US command. There are sayer and verbiage as the participants. The sayer is 

“President Donald Trump’s” signifies as the speaker who wants to deliver the 

speech. Followed by the verbiage that is “remarks on the strike that killed 

Iranian general Qassem Soleimani” construe as rewarding statement given by 

the speaker who succeeds killing Soleimani as the target. 

4.2.4 Relational Process 

Relational process is process of being and having. This process connected one 

fragment to another relationship. This process has two different types of process: 

a.Intensive attribute is ascribing or classifying one entity to another. There are two 

participants in this process: carrier is an entity that being ascribe by the 

descriptive epithet and attribute an entity that is ascribe the carrier. 

b.Intensive identifying deals with defining one entity to others. There are two 

participants: Token stands for what is being define and value which define the 

token. Here are examples of relational process on both editorials 
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4.2.4.1 Relational Process in the Al Jazeera’s Editorials 

Excerpt 22 (AJ/64/A) 

He Was Hardly a paladin or symbol of justice or peace 

Carrier Pr:Relational Attribute 

The datum is taken from Al Jazeera editorials entitled “Soleimani and the weight 

of history” and the example above signifies the relational process. It is signed by 

the auxiliary verb “was” in which process of intensive attribute written in past 

tense form. The word “was” functioning to classify the subject as “hardly a 

paladin or symbol of justice or peace”. This process attaches with carrier and 

attribute as the participants. The carrier is “he”construe Soleimani figure during 

his presence and it functioning as subject in the clause. Followed by attribute that 

is “hardly a paladin or symbol of justice of peace” signifies a classification that 

want to deliver by the editors sign by indefinite nominal “a” which they try to 

show the readers about how Soleimani hailed by the citizens in the past and it also 

functioning as complement in this context 

Excerpt 23 (AJ/70/A) 

But Soleimani’s death Will not help To bring such change to the 

region 

 Carrier Pr:Relational Attribute 

The datum is taken from Al Jazeera editorials entitled “Soleimani and weight of 

history” and the example above signifies relational process. It is signed by the 

auxiliary verb “will not help”in which process of intensive attribute. The word 

“will not help” semantically give sense of probability to the readers, in which the 

editors describing the situation will not change either the subject is death. This 

process attaches with carrier and attribute as the participants. The carrier is 
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“Soleimani’s death” signifies to funeral momentum faced by Iran. Followed by 

the attribute that is “to bring such change to the region” signifies information 

that assign the carrier as the subject in the clause. 

Excerpt 24(AJ/04/C) 

Even 

before his 

death 

Soleimani  Had 

assumed 

an almost mythical status for both 

the Iranian public and Iranian 

sympathisers abroad 

 Carrier Pr:relational Attribute 

 

The datum is taken from Al Jazeera editorials entitled “The mystification of 

Qaseem Soleimani” and the example above signifies relational process. It is 

signed by the auxiliary verb ”had assumed” in which process of intensive 

attribute written in past perfect tense. The word “had assumed” assign a quality of 

the carrier that is “Soleimani” functioning as subject that being ascribe as “an 

almost mythical status for both the Iranian public and Iranian sympathisers 

abroad” signifies to attribute and also can functioning as complement where the 

editor try to describing Soleimani figure during his presence, he was known as 

sacred figure before his death arrived in front of his eyes.  

Excerpt 25 (AJ/22/B) 

That Soleimani’s assassination  Meant His reign of ‘terror’ was 

over 

 Token Pr:Relational Value 

The datum is taken from Al Jazeera editorials entitled “Soleimani is no anti 

imperialist hero” and this example of relational process. It is signed by the verb 

“meant” in which process of intensive identifying written in past tense. The word 

“meant” functioning to define carrier that is “Soleimani’s assassination” by 

signing it into value that is “his reign of ‘terror’ was over”. Thus, in the 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/01/qassem-soleimani-iran-elite-quds-force-leader-200103033905377.html
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beginning of the clause, it has determiner “that” which help the editors 

emphasizing the token as subject that being is define. In this clause, the editors 

tend to define the subject by giving a sign that through the assassination, 

Soleimani cruelty could able to be stopped.  

Excerpt 26 (AJ/02/C) 

The effect his death Will have On the internal affairs 

Carrier Pr:Relational Attribute 

The datum is taken from Al Jazeera editorials entitled “The mystification of 

Qassem Soleimani” and the example above signifies relational process. It is 

signed by auxiliary verb “will have” in which process of intensive attribute. The 

word “will have” functioning to signifies other situation that might happened 

regarding to the assassination. Thus, it is assign descriptive epithet of the effect 

Soleimani’s assassination as “on the internal affairs”. In addition, the editors 

want to shows the readers if IRGC’s death might affect Iran domestic affairs and 

IRGC’s institution. 

4.2.4.2 Relational Process in the New York Post’s Editorials 

Excerpt 27 (NYP/01/E) 

One of the world’s top terror masterminds Is Dead 

Carrier Pr:relational Attribute 

The datum is taken from New York Post editorials entitled “Cheering the death of 

Qaseem Soleimani-no ifs, ands or buts” and the example above signifies the 

relational process. It is signed by the auxiliary verb “is” in which expresses 

process of intensive attribute. The word “is” assigns a quality of Soleimani 

condition as “dead” which the editor tend to describe the situation by using 
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negative sentiment (Bal, 2014). The carrier construe by “one of the world’s top 

masterminds” that semantically refers to Soleimani cruelty in killing his enemy. 

Hence, the editors describe this information that the cause of terror for the US is 

no longer exist. 

Excerpt 28 (NYP/05/D) 

With the blood of 

thousands of his hands, 

including hundreds of US 

soldiers 

The general Was  Plainly A 

legitimate target 

Circ:Accompaniment Carrier Pr:Relational Attribute 

The datum is taken from New York Post editorials entitled “Imminent confusion 

on the Soleimani strike” and the example above signifies relational process. It is 

signed by auxiliary verb “was” in which process of intensive attribute that 

construe a condition that happened in the past. The word “was” assign to quality 

of the general as “plainly a legitimate target”. As seen in the clause written, the 

editors delivering important information that need to be share to the readers which 

stating number of victims that had been killed by the general through the 

circumstance “With the blood of thousands of his hands, including hundreds 

of US soldiers”. Then, the researcher found that it is used to make the readers 

believe into the sentiment given for him by seeing the various victims that had 

been killed. 

Excerpt 29 (NYP/26/E) 

He Was 

responsible 

For directing 

Iran’s 

destabilizing 

actions 

In Iraq, Syria, 

and throughout 

the Middle East 

Including attacks 

against US forces 

Carrier Pr:relational Attribute Circ:Location Circ:Accompaniment 
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The datum is taken from New York Post editorial entitled “Cheering the death of 

Qaseem Soleimani-no ifs, ands or buts” and the example above signifies relational 

process. It is signed by verb “was responsible” in which process of intensive 

attribute. The verb “was responsible” assign to “he” as carrier that semantically 

represent the IRGC’s commander through quality of attribute “for directing 

Iran’s destabilizing action”. In addition, the editors want to attract the readers if 

Soleimani not only killing people but also creating an intervention within Iran 

surrounding by stating Middle East regions as the main target but also the US 

forces as additional target in the same time through the circumstances. 

Excerpt 30 (NYP/04/E) 

It Was supposed To be just 

another day  

At the office For the commander 

of the Islamic 

Revolutionary Guard 

Corps’ Quds Force 

Carrier Pr:Relational Circ:Location Circ:Location Attribute 

The datum is taken from New York Post editorials entitled “Cheering the death of 

Qaseem Soleimani- no ifs, and or but” and the example above signifies relational 

process. It is signed by the auxiliary verb “was supposed” in which it expresses 

the process of intensive attribute. The word “was supposed” semantically 

expresses process of thought that was imagined by the editors, because in this 

context, “was as the main verb and supposed functioning as adjective that give 

sense of imagination. Then, it attach with carrier that is “it” signifies to the 

situation that might happened and it assigns by the quality of attribute “For the 

commander of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps’ Quds Force”, since 

the editor stating the ccircumstance to show probability in the future. 
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Excerpt 31 (NYP/01/F) 

Attack on Qaseem Soleimani Was Detterence, not escalation 

Carrier  Pr:Relational Attribute 

The datum is taken from New York Post editorials entitled “Attack on Qaseem 

Soleimani was deterrence, not escalation” and the example above signifies 

relational process. It is signed by the auxiliary verb “was” in which process of 

intensive attribute written in the past tense to shows the description when the 

action happened. This assign classification of the action did by the US, that the 

editors describe it as “deterrence, not escalation”. Followed by the carrier that is 

“attack on Qaseem Soleimani” and it functioning as subject in the clause. The 

editors want to explain to the readers, if the action made by the US is part of 

prevention action and they try to avoid worse situation happened in the future. 

From the description above, the editors dominantly used material and relational in 

describing the information that want to be delivered to the readers, especially 

about Soleimani’s assassination in both Al Jazeera and New York Post editorials. 

Followed by verbal and also mental process. These processes attach with 

participants that have different function based on the context and circumatance 

stated to give clear information to the readers. In Al Jazeera, the researcher found 

that the editors tend to used relational, especially the intensive attribute to relate 

one fragment of experience to another relationship, such from writers to the 

readers. Hence, the process verb that repeatedly used to defining the information 

to the reader by using the auxiliary verb such as (was, is, had, has, have, will).  

On the other hand, in New York Post, the researcher found that the editors tend to 

use action verb as sign of material process in describing the information through 
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action and events, as well as the experience of the current figure that being 

discussed by defining to the readers. In addition, the process verb that frequently 

used by the editors to deliver experience by using action verb such as (killed, 

ordered, ended, attacking). Through defining transitivity components, the readers 

could discover the situation faced by certain country causes by certain figure and 

the readers might share and felt the same experience by reading the newspaper 

editorials. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

CONCLUSION  

 

The purposes of this study to reveal the language used written due to Soleimani’s 

assassination issues on three editorials in Al Jazeera and New York Post 

newspaper editorials by adopting Halliday’s transitivity process. Transitivity is 

used to define the experience of the real world or ideational metafunction through 

lexicogrammar that written in both newspaper editorials. Thus, the transitivity 

element found is the process itself, participant and circumstances. 

First, the characterized process types emerge in both the Al Jazeera and New York 

Post newspaper editorials resulted differently in process types. Process types 

found in Al Jazeera editorials is relational attribute process and it is the most 

dominant process occurs. It reaches 45.5% occurrence. The researcher found that 

the function of this process is used to ascribe Soleimani presence into certain 

classification. While process types in New York Post editorials that mostly found 

is material process, it reaches 48.1% occurrence that resulted different function, it 

tend to describe an action did by the actors such as Soleimani and Trump. 

Soleimani construe as murderer while Trump construe as the causes of the 

assassination to keep the nation security. 

Second, the characterized participant types. As mention previously, the most 

process types occurs in the Al Jazeera is relational attribute, hence, the 

participants that attached with this process are carrier and attribute. These two 

participants cannot be separated and it reaches 22.2 % occurrence. In these 

editorials, the carrier itself semantically mostly signifies Soleimani and Trump as 
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the subject that ascribe by attribute as complete information regarding to the 

certain characterization that describing by the editors. Followed by New York 

Post newspaper in which material process as the dominant occurrence, it also 

attached with several participant. Moreover, actor and goal is the most frequent 

participant emerge that reaches 24% for actor and 20.3% for goal. The actor itself 

mostly signifies Soleimani as the cause of killing, and Trump with his excellences 

frequently signifies as mastermind behind Soleimani’s assassination. 

Last, the characterized circumstance types found in Al Jazeera and New York Post 

newspaper editorials is location. The location is the most dominant circumstance 

appeared; it reaches 56.2% in Al Jazeera and 73.6% in New York Post. The 

location functioning to give clear information to the readers and it expresses 

where the participants exactly involve in certain war or invention. 

The language used written in both newspapers editorials resulted differently in the 

way of each editors delivering the information regarding to Soleimani’s 

assassination issues through transitivity components, especially by focusing to 

process types appear and it automatically attach with the participants functioning 

as subject and circumstance as the additional information. Al Jazeera used 

auxiliary verb to defining the information with a purpose to give clear description 

to the reader regarding to the current issues that being discussed. Meanwhile, New 

York Post used action verb to construe an action or events happened in order to 

make the readers experience and they could portray the situation directly. 
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APPENDICES 

 
Appendix 1 

 

Transitivity Analysis of Al Jazeera Editorials: (A)Soleimani and the weight of 

history,(B) Soleimani is no anti imperialist hero, and (C)The mystification of 

QaseemSoleimani 

1. (AJ/05/A)  

The general (value) is seen (Pr:relational) by the "great majority of Arabs" 

(token) as "responsible for ethnic cleansing of Arabs" (Circ:role) 

2. (AJ/06/A) 

Trump's decision ( actor) to kill (Pr:material) Soleimani (goal) 

3. (AJ/41/A) 

QassemSoleimani (actor) built (Pr:material) his career and came to be one of 

the main agents of Iranian influence abroad. (goal) 

4. (AJ/42/A) 

Soleimani (token) joined (Pr:relational) the Islamic Revolutionary Guard 

Corps (IRGC) aged 22. (value) 

5. (AJ/50/A) 

Soleimani (actor) volunteered (Pr:material) for the front (client) and quickly 

gained a reputation for his bravery  (goal) on the battlefield (circ:location) 

6. (AJ/51/A) 

Throughout the war (circ:cause), he (actor) steadily rose (Pr:material) 

through the ranks of the IRGC. (goal) 

7. (AJ/52/A) 

Soleimani (carrier) remained (relational) relatively unknown (Pr:attribute) 

until 2003 (circ:location) 

8. (AJ/53/A) 

when he (actor) was tasked (Pr:material) with supporting Shia militias (goal) 

in the region (circ:location) 

9. (AJ/54/A) 

In this new role (Circ:accompaniment),  his popularity and appeal (carrier) 

grew (Pr:relational) hand-in-hand with the collapse and fracturing of Iraq 

(attribute) 

 

10. (AJ/57/A) 

In Iraq (circ:location), Soleimani (actor) was tasked (Pr:material) with 

mobilising Iranian-backed militias in the fight against ISIL (goal) 
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11. (AJ/60/A) 

he (actor) led (Pr:material) the effort with Russian help (goal) to prop up the 

regime of Bashar al-Assad (recipient) 

12. (AJ/62/A) 

Soleimani (actor) thus intervened (Pr:material) on behalf of a brutal dictator 

(goal) in Syria (circ:location) 

13. (AJ/66/A) 

The life of Soleimani (carrier) is (Pr:relational) firmly rooted in the history 

of his land and region (attribute) 

14. (AJ/71/A) 

All this (carrier) will result (Pr:relational) in a further stifling of internal 

dissent (attribute) 

 

15. (AJ/01/B) 

Soleimani (carrier) is (Pr:relational) no anti imperalist hero (attribute) 

 

16. (AJ/02/B) 

Immediately after news (sayer) broke (Pr:verbal) of the assassination of 

Iranian General QassemSoleimani and Iraqi militia commander Abu Mahdi 

al-Muhandis(verbiage) 

17. (AJ/04/B) 

Yet again, that World War III (carrier) was (Pr:relational) around the corner 

(attribute) 

18. (AJ/05/B) 

Previously, these same warnings of global doom (carrier) were 

(Pr:relational) evoked (attribute) 

19. (AJ/14/B) 

But, it (carrier) is inexcusable (Pr:relational) to ignore the crimes of 

Soleimani and al-Muhandis and those whom they served (attribute) 

20. (AJ/23/B) 

This rhetoric (actor) might help (Pr:material) him improve his ratings in 

advance of his re-election bid (goal) in November (circ:location)  

21. (AJ/25/B) 

That Soleimani's assassination (carrier) will make (Pr:relational) the world a 

safer place (attribute)  

22. (AJ/27/B) 

People in Yemen, Iraq, Syria, Lebanon and elsewhere (circ:location) where 

Soleimani's Quds Force (actor) has been active will continue (Pr:material) to 

suffer the consequences of Iran's foreign interference (goal) 
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23. (AJ/41/B)  

The assassinations of Soleimani and al-Muhandis (actor) gave (Pr:material) 

some Middle East resident (recipient) a sense of relief (goal) 

24. (AJ/42/B) 

That they (carrier) have finally been rid of (Pr:relational) two militia 

commanders who have brought much suffering to their communities 

(attribute) 

25. (AJ/43/B) 

But when Syrians, Iraqis, Yemenis and other Arabs (sayer) posted 

(Pr:verbal) celebratory comments on the assassinations of two commanders 

(verbiage) 

26. (AJ/69/B) 

The constant presence of Soleimani (actor) in Iraq (circ:location) to issue 

orders (Pr:material) to Iraqi officials (recipient)  

27. (AJ/71/B) 

Soleimani (actor) was intervening (Pr:material) in Iraq (circ:location) to 

"fight" US intervention. (goal) 

28. (AJ/74/B) 

The debate around Soleimani and al-Muhandis' assassinations (carrier) has 

served (Pr:relational) to illustrate (attribute) 

29. (AJ/79/B) 

World War III (actor) is coming (Pr:material) 

30. (AJ/83/B) 

Condemning all those (sayer) accused (Pr:verbal) of war crimes - whether 

QassemSoleimani or Eddie Gallagher (verbiage)  

31. (AJ/01/C) 

Over the past three weeks (circ:extent), many analysts (carrier) have focused 

(Pr:relational) on how the assassination of General QassemSoleimani will 

affect the Iran-US confrontation (attribute) in the Middle East (Circ:location) 

 

32. (AJ/03/C) 

The general (carrier), who headed the Quds Force of the Islamic 

Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), was (Pr:relational) an important figure 

not only in driving the Islamic Republic's power projection abroad but also 

in shaping its domestic narrative and political dynamics (attribute) 

 

33. (AJ/04/C) 

Even before his death, Soleimani (carrier) had assumed (Pr:relational) an 

almost mythical status for both the Iranian public and Iranian sympathizers 

https://www.aljazeera.com/topics/events/200103131449509.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/topics/regions/middleeast.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/topics/organisations/revolutionary-guard.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/01/qassem-soleimani-iran-elite-quds-force-leader-200103033905377.html
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abroad(attribute) 

 

34. (AJ/05/C) 

In the eyes of religious people, he (carrier) was (Pr:attribute) the protector of 

the shrine of SayedaZainab (attribute), venerated by the Shia (Circ:manner) 

 

35. (AJ/06/C) 

and the hero (actor) who stood up (Pr:material) to Israel (recipient) and 

supported the Palestinian resistance (goal) 

 

36. (AJ/07/C) 

In the eyes of nationalists and those who do not believe in the Islamic 

Republic at all, he (carrier) was (Pr:relational) the brave commander  

 

37. (AJ/08/C) 

Who (actor) fought (Pr:material) terrorists and foreign enemies trying to 

destroy (goal) Iran (Circ:Location) 

 

38. (AJ/09/C) 

He (carrier) was never named (Pr:relational) in any corruption allegations, 

internal political squabbles or crackdown on protests and dissent, as other 

IRGC commanders were (attribute) 

 

39. (AJ/11/C) 

he (carrier) had (Pr:relational) good relations with Hezbollah, Hamas and the 

Islamic Jihad (attribute) 

 

40. (AJ/12/C) 

This (actor) made (Pr:material) him (recipient) the appropriate face for Iran's 

campaign to expand its influence in the region in the aftermath of the 

2003 United States invasion of Iraq (goal) 

 

41. (AJ/13/C) 

The mythical status of Soleimani (actor) was necessary to build (Pr:material) 

an image of a powerful Iran internally and externally (goal), to cover up the 

reality of a besieged nation. (Circ:cause) 

 

42. (AJ/18/C) 

The assassination of Soleimani (actor) gave (Pr:material) his 

mythologisation a new momentum (goal) 

 

43. (AJ/19/C) 

His image (carrier) became (Pr:relational) a mixture of the Ashoura heroism 

of Imam Hussein (attribute) 

 

44. (AJ/22/C) 

The mythical status of Soleimani (carrier), however, did not emerge 

https://www.aljazeera.com/topics/country/israel.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/topics/organisations/hezbollah.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/bush-war-iraq-190318150236739.html
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(Pr:relational) spontaneously (attribute) 

 

45. (AJ/23/C) 

He (actor) joined (Pr:material) the IRGC (goal) 

 

46. (AJ/27/C) 

Its activities and projects  (carrier) were (Pr:relational) always carefully 

planned and executed - and so was the rise of Soleimani (attribute) 

 

47. (AJ/28/C) 

Mythologising his feats abroad (carrier) was (Pr:relational) a perfect way to 

justify interference in the Arab region - both at home and abroad (attribute) 

 

48. (AJ/29/C) 

Had (relational) it (carrier) not been (Pr:relational) for the Ukrainian plane 

tragedy (attribute) 

 

49. (AJ/30/C) 

the momentum behind Soleimani'smythologisation (carrier) would have been 

(Pr:relational) stronger (attribute) 

 

50. (AJ/36/C) 

that Soleimani (carrier) remains (Pr:relational) widely popular among 

Iranians.(attribute) 

 

51. (AJ/37/C) 

It (carrier) undermined (Pr:relational) plans for the IRGC to assume a greater 

role in politics (attribute) 

 

52. (AJ/45/C) 

Twenty-four IRGC commanders (actor), among them Soleimani , signed and 

sent (Pr:material) a letter (goal) to Khatami (recipient) 

 

53. (AJ/46/C) 

In response to what they (senser) saw (Pr:mental) as his mishandling of a 

student protest, effectively threatening him with a coup (phenomenon) 

 

54. (AJ/48/C) 

a task in which Soleimani (actor) played (Pr:material) a significant role - into 

political gains (scope) at home. (circ:location) 

 

55. (AJ/49/C) 

It (carrier) is not (Pr:relational) far-fetched to speak of Soleimani as the most 

qualified  (Circ:role) to benefit from such gains due to his popularity 

(attribute) 

 

56. (AJ/50/C) 

This view (carrier) is evidenced (Pr:relational) by General 

https://irandataportal.syr.edu/irgc-commanders-letter-to-khatami
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Soleimani'sintensive political activities in the few years (circ:extent) 

preceding his assassination. (attribute) 

 

57. (AJ/51/C) 

Although his work (carrier) was (Pr:relational) secretive (attribute) 

 

58. (AJ/52/C) 

in recent years (circ:extent) he (carrier) would (Pr:relational) often have 

photos of himself on his missions released to the public (attribute) 

 

59. (AJ/53/C) 

Then last year (circ:location), he (actor) appeared (Pr:material) at a rare 

meeting between Ayatollah Khamenei and Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, 

who had come to Tehran. (goal) 

 

60. (AJ/54/C) 

that Soleimani (actor) was preparing (Pr:material) to take on a political role. 

(goal) 

 

61. (AJ/55/C) 

It (carrier) was rumoured (Pr:relational) his name was going to be put 

forward at the 2021 (Circ:location) presidential elections (attribute) 

 

62. (AJ/56/C) 

His death and the downing of the Ukrainian airliner by IRGC (actor), 

however, spoiled (Pr:material) these plans (goal) 

 

63. (AJ/57/C) 

The latter incident (carrier) allowed (Pr:relational) President Hassan Rouhani 

(attribute), to strike back.(Circ:cause) 

 

Appendix 2 

Transitivity analysis of the New York Post Editorials: (D)Imminent confusion on 

the Soleimani Strike,(E) Cheering the death of QaseemSoleimani-no ifs, ands or 

buts, and (F) Attack on QaseemSoleimani was detterence, not escalation 

 

1. (NYP/01/D) 

Imminent confusion on the Soleimani (actor) strike (Pr:material) 

 

2. (NYP/02/D) 

Team Trump (actor) is strunggling to explain (Pr:material) the 

intelligence(recipient) 

 

3. (NYP/03/D) 

That prompted its excellent decision (actor) to take out (Pr:material) 

QassemSoleimani-Iran terrorist-in chief (goal) 

 

https://www.aljazeera.com/topics/people/bashar-al-assad.html
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4. (NYP/04/D) 

The drone strike (carrier) was (Pr:relational) a well-justified winner 

(Attribute) 

 

5. (NYP/09/D) 

Pentagon lawyers (actor) certainly ensured (Pr:material) that any kill order 

would be legal (goal) 

 

6. (NYP/11/D) 

Soleimani (carrier) was (Pr:relational) an “imminent”threat (attribute) 

 

7. (NYP/13/D) 

Soleimani  (actor) could trigger (Pr:material) World War III  put Trump 

officials off-balance (goal) 

 

8. (NYP/16/D) 

the president (sayer) told  (Pr:verbal)  Fox News (receiver) he thought 

Soleimani would target four US embassies (verbiage) 

 

9. (NYP/18/D) 

Defense Secretary Mark Esper (sayer) won’t confirm (Pr:verbal) they had 

such specific intelligence (verbiage) 

 

10. (NYP/23/D) 

Team Trump (Actor) made (Pr:material) the right call (Goal) here 

(circ:location) 

 

11. (NYP/01/E) 

One of the world’s top terror masterminds (carrier)  is (Pr:relational) dead 

(attribute) 

 

12. (NYP/02/E) 

That (carrier) ’s (Pr:relational) an unalloyed good (attribute)  

 

13. (NYP/03/E) 

QassemSoleimani (actor) flew (Pr:material) from Lebanon to Iraq early 

Friday (circ:location) to oversee plans  to murder more Americans (goal) 

 

14. (NYP/06/E) 

In a hit President Trump (sayer) ordered (Pr:verbal) on his convoy 

(receiver) at Baghdad’s airport (circ:location) 

 

15. (NYP/07/E) 

Soleimani’s forces (actor) killed (Pr:material) at least 608 US troops (goal) 

in Iraq from 2003 to 2011 (circ:location) 

 

https://nypost.com/2020/01/03/the-events-that-led-to-us-killing-of-iranian-gen-qassem-soleimani/
https://nypost.com/2020/01/03/dead-iranian-general-qassem-soleimani-was-planning-more-attacks-on-americans/
https://nypost.com/2020/01/02/trump-ordered-strike-that-killed-iranian-gen-qassim-soleimani-pentagon/
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16. (NYP/09/E) 

That (recipient) doesn’t include (Pr:material) those killed (goal) then and 

since by the many proxies under his control (actor) 

 

17. (NYP/10/E) 

He (actor) had nearly that many Iraqis killed (Pr:material) in the final 

months of 2019 (circ:location) 

 

18. (NYP/11/E) 

He (actor) helped kill (Pr:material) far more at home (circ:location) 

 

19. (NYP/13/E) 

That ’s why crowds (actor) took (Pr:material) to the streets (circ:location) 

in the middle of the Tehran night (circ:location) to celebrate his death 

(goal) 

 

20. (NYP/14/E) 

His fighters (actor) helped (Pr:material) Bashar al-Assad (recipient) 

slaughter (Pr:material) tens of thousands of men, women and children  

(goal) in the Syrian civil war. (circ:location) 

 

21. (NYP/16/E) 

Soleimani (carrier) was (Pr:relational) a menace (attribute) across the 

region (circ:location) 

 

22. (NYP/21/E) 

Trump (actor) ordered (Pr:material) his death (goal) 

 

23. (NYP/22/E) 

The monster  (carrier) was (Pr:relational) a murderer, responsible for the 

deaths of thousands (Circ:cause), including hundreds of Americans 

(attribute) 

 

24. (NYP/23/E) 

Soleimani  (actor) was about to escalate (Pr:material) by having more 

Americans killed (goal) 

 

25. (NYP/25/E) 

that QassemSoleimani (carrier) was (Pr:relational) a threat to [our] safety 

and security (attribute) 

 

26. (NYP/29/E) 

Iran’s rulers (actor) may sponsor (Pr:material) some atrocity in the name 

of revenge (goal) for Soleimani (client) 

 

27. (NYP/02/F) 

the horrors (actor) visited (Pr:material) upon the United States after these 

events (goal) 
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28. (NYP/03/F) 

Those killings (carrier) seem (Pr:relational) to have hollowed out the heart 

of those monstrous organizations (attribute) 

29. (NYP/05/F) 

There are (Pr:existential) even worse exmaple (existent) 

 

30. (NYP/27/F) 

Iran (actor) began attacking (Pr:material) the United States (goal) 

 

31. (NYP/31/F) 

when the president (actor) suddenly called it off (Pr:material) 

 

32. (NYP/36/F) 

The problem (carrier) was (Pr:relational), Iran did (attribute) 

33. (NYP/37/F) 

The mullahcracy (actor) in Iran (circumstance), supported by Soleimani’s 

Revolutionary Guard Corps, seeks to expand (Pr:material) its influence in 

the region through the use of force (goal) 

34. (NYP/46/F) 

the United States (carrier) must raise (Pr:relational) the cost of doing 

business to the point (attribute) 

35. (NYP/47/F) 

It  (carrier) seems worse (Pr:relational) to continue on the same path 

(attribute) 

36. (NYP/48/F) 

It (carrier) is (Pr:relational) to relent (attribute) 

37. (NYP/50/F) 

Iran’s retaliation (carrier) may be (Pr:relational) awful (attribute) 

 

38. (NYP/51/F) 

if Soleimani (carrier) had been (Pr:relational) left unmolested (attribute) 

39. (NYP/52/F) 

his and Iran’s actions (carrier) would have been (Pr:relational) awful as 

well — perhaps far more awful (attribute) 

40. (NYP/53/F) 

It (carrier) can vow (Pr:relational) hellish revenge (attribute) 

41. (NYP/54/F) 

It (carrier) has had (Pr:relational) a taste of the hell (attribute) 
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