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ABSTRACT 

 

 

Ideational Meaning on Ivanka Trump Speech at 2019 G20 Osaka Summit 

Nadia Sofa Marwa 

15111021 

 

One of the common discourses that mostly appeared among society is political 

speech. Regarding to the study of discourse, speech can be analyzed and discussed 

from both textual and ideational dimension by using Systemic Functional 

Grammar (SFG) by Halliday. Halliday identified three meta-functions of language 

in SFG, they are ideational, interpersonal and textual function. Thus, related to the 

study of SFG, the writer through this research examined a political speech done 

by Ivanka Trump at G20 Summit which correlated to ideational meaning behind 

her speech. In conducting the research, the writer applied qualitative method and 

used Halliday’s theory of Systemic Functional Grammar. The result of findings 

indicated that from the six types of transitivity system of ideational metafunction, 

there are only three types of transitivity system that can be found from the speech 

of Ivanka Trump at G20 Summit, namely material process, mental process and 

relational process. Here, the most appeared types of transitivity system from the 

speech is material process (13 data), followed by relational process (12 data) and 

lastly, mental process (4 data). Moreover, the writer also found from the verb 

processes, it indicated that Ivanka has political ideology which is to make 

developed countries such German, Japan and United States to support and 

empower the participation of women for global economy. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of Research 

In political speech, the speaker stood as political figure in delivering a political 

speech in order to conveys the ideas and ideology to the audience (citizens or 

people) before him or her so that they are agreed upon by the receivers as well as 

by others who may read or hear parts of the speech after wards in the media 

(Beard, 2000). In that case, words and expression are used (or omitted) in order to 

affect meaning in different ways. However, Beard (2000: 18) claims that 

“political speeches are composed by a team of professional speech writers, who 

are educated in the use of persuasive language so that it can be said that political 

speech is not necessarily a success because of correctness or truth, rather it may be 

a matter of presenting valid arguments.” In other word, the speech that is spoken 

by the speakers mostly not based on their own words, but prepared by the 

professional writers prepared for them to be read. 

Thus, regarding to the political speech, the writer realizes that there are many 

ways to analyze a political speech, since speech itself is known as a discourse. 

One of the studies that can analyze discourse, related to the textual and ideational 

dimension is the study of Systemic Functional Grammatical (SFG) by Halliday. In 

the study of Systemic Functional Grammatical (SFG), Halliday (2007: 183) 

identified “three meta-functions of language, they are ideational, interpersonal and 

textual function.”  
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The three metafunctions of language can be used to analyze any kind of text 

whether formal (such political speech and news article) and informal (such daily 

conversation). Thus, in this research, the writer is interested in analyzing a 

political speech done by one of the important figures in America, Ivanka Trump at 

G20 event where in her speech, she proposes an idea of feminism should join the 

economy development. Regarding to that, the writer is interested in analyzing the 

ideational meaning behind the speech of Ivanka Trump. The political figure of 

Ivanka Trump is chosen by the writer since she is the daughter of Donald Trump 

(the president of United States) and she also acts as senior advisor to the 

president. Moreover, the topic of her speech at G20 event also becomes an 

interesting part to be analyzed since it talks about women’s empowerment and 

their role in the economy global in the future. 

Here, the writer finds the interesting point from the ideational meaning since this 

metafunction has something to do with the way language represents the speaker or 

writer experience of the world as well as inner world of their thoughts and 

feelings. As the purpose of this research, the writer is interested in revealing the 

political ideology based on Ivanka Trump’s speech at G20 by using ideational 

metafunction. As mentioned by Thompson (2014: 92) that language reflects our 

view about something that goings on, including things that may have attributes in 

certain place, time, situation, manner and other things. In addition, there are three 

elements in analyzing ideational meaning, they are; participants, process and 

circumstance (Thompson, 2014: 99).  
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The participant is the one who does an action while the process is what the 

participant is about to do and finally, the circumstance is the background details 

such place, time, manner, situation and etc, when the process occurs (Thompson, 

2014). In other word, it can be said that the ideational meaning can be used to 

analyze the process of how the text is produced based on the experience of the 

speaker or writer. Further, Thompson (2014: 123) also added that “the process of 

ideational meaning is usually known as transitivity analysis.” The transitivity 

system represents the world of experience into a manageable set of process type 

(Eggins (2004) in Wahyudin, 2016). 

Therefore, as the previous explanation about political speech that words and 

expressions are used to affect meaning in different ways, the writer is about to 

describe the ideational meaning of Ivanka Trump speech about Women 

Empowerment at G20 Summit by using the process of transitivity that is related to 

the participants, process and circumstances.  

 

1.2 Research Questions 

Based on the background of research above, the writer formulates the research 

question as follow: 

1. What is the most appeared type of transitivity process in the speech of Ivanka 

Trump at G20 related to ideational meaning? 

2. What are political ideas expressed by Ivanka Trump in her speech at G20? 
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1.3 Research Objectives 

Regarding to the research questions, the objectives of this research are: 

1. To describe the most appeared type of transitivity process in the speech of 

Ivanka Trump at G20 related to ideational meaning.  

2. To describe the political ideas of Ivanka Trump in her speech at G20 by using 

transitivity process of ideational meaning. 

 

1.4 Uses of Research 

1.4.1 Theoretical Use 

Theoretically, it applies the theory of Halliday to analyze a speech of Ivanka 

Trump. Further, the result of this research also hopefully can help the next 

researchers who are interested in conducting the similar topic related to discourse 

and metafunctions. 

1.4.2 Practical Use 

Practically, the writer hopes that the readers are able to understand the importance 

in learning transitivity for the uses of discourse study. In addition, the writer also 

hopes that after knowing the study of ideational metafunction, the readers achieve 

knowledge in arranging strategy of speech. 

 

1.5 Scope of Research 
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The writer notices that there are many aspects that can be analyzed in the political 

speech of Ivanka Trump at G20 (Women’s Empowerment event). However, in 

this research, the writer only focuses in discussing the ideational meaning on the 

Ivanka Trump’s speech at G20 by using Halliday’s theory of transitivity (2007). 

CHAPTER TWO 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

2.1 Previous Study 

In doing this research, the writer needs to review some previous studies in so that 

the analysis can be done in the proper way. In that case, the writer found three 

previous studies that discuss the similar topic and issue that is about ideational 

meaning, especially the transitivity process. 

Previous study done by Choiriyah (2017) in a thesis entitled Interpersonal and 

Ideational Meanings Analysis of News on Jokowi’s Speech Towards Fake News in 

Antara News, The Jakarta Globe and The Jakarta Post E-Newspapers aimed to 

find out how interpersonal and ideational meanings were realized. The transitivity 

analysis in this research was analyzed to reveal how speech presented as news 

article and mood type was discussed to find out how subject and finite were put 

together. Thus, this research applied discourse analytical approach and descriptive 

qualitative method. As the result of the research, it shows that related to the 

analysis of the transitivity process, Antara news is dominated by verbal process 

while in Jakarta Globe was dominated by material process and The Jakarta Post 

by relational process. Regarding to those finding, it can be said that the choice of 
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the finite represents the writer’s intention to share experience. Mood type can 

display the writer’s role in sentence. In addition, although three e-newspapers 

demonstrate the similar speech, each of them has their point of view in presenting 

the news. 

Another previous study that is related to the transitivity process of ideational 

meaning is from Hidayat (2014) in a journal entitled The Ideational Meaning 

Realised in the Written Discourse in Online Newspaper of Abdul QodirJaelani 

(AQJ). In this research, the objective is to describe the ideational meaning realized 

in the written discourse in online newspaper of Abdul QodirJaelani (AQJ). The 

theory used in this research is grounded of Halliday’s related to transitivity 

process which is also under a discourse analysis method. Further, as the result of 

this research, it shows that there are 1043 in total of participant types involved 

throughout the texts, 712 process types and 274 circumstance types. Thus, the 

most dominant types of the ideational meaning from the text of the online 

newspaper is participant types. 

Lastly, previous study from Alaei and Ahangari (2016) entitled A Study of 

Ideational Metafunction in Joseph Conrad’s “Heart of Darkness” : A Critical 

Discourse Analysis has aim to determine how ideology or opinion is expressed in 

Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness and what kind of lexico-grammatical 

strategies are used in the first part of this novel to convey the author’s ideological 

meaning. Further, in doing the analysis, the researcher applied descriptive 

qualitative method and proposed Halliday’s theory of transitivity process. In 

accordance, the result of the research shows that based on the metafunctional 

patterns of ideational found in the lexico-grammar of Joseph Conrad’s Heart of 
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Darkness, the researcher found that the author’s use foregrounding of the patterns 

to contrast the racist and imperialistic ideologies being opposed through the frame 

narration of the whole first part by Marlow as the chief character. 

Further, related to the previous studies above, there are similarity and difference 

to this recent research. The similarity can be noticed from the approach and the 

theory used to do the analysis which in this case, both of the researches are 

applying critical discourse approach and Halliday’s theory of transitivity process. 

Meanwhile the difference can be seen from the object of the analysis where in this 

research, the writer is using Ivanka Trump speech at G20 about Women’s 

Empowerment, while the previous researches are using different object of 

analysis. Moreover, another difference of this research can be noticed from the 

purpose of the research where it has objective to describe the political ideology of 

Ivanka Trump in her speech and describe the most type of transitivity process in 

her speech. 

 

2.2 Critical Discourse Analysis 

Critical discourse analysis (CDA) is a discourse research which studies the 

enactment of dominance, social power abuse and inequality through text and talk, 

in the political and social context and also, to understand and resist social 

inequality (Van Dijk, 1996). Meanwhile according to FaircloughEklesia and Rido 

(2020) stated that “even though CDA analyzed text and interactions, but it does 

not start from both of them.” It starts rather from social issues and problems, 

problems which face people in their social lives, issues which are taken up within 

sociology, political science and/or cultural studies (FaircloughinAmalia, 2019). 
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Thus, based on the explanations, it can be said that CDA is a study that is not only 

discussing about how texts are interacting each other, but also how the problem of 

the text appears from social issues. 

Further, Pennycook (1997: 23) also added that CDA draws from work carried out 

in the area known as critical theory, which considers the social, cultural, economic 

and political ways in which people are inequitably positioned. Hence, in other 

word, CDA explores the connections between language use and the social and 

political context in which it occurs. Moreover, as discourse has functioned both as 

media to transfer the knowledge and shape certain mental image, CDA becomes 

one of the approaches in discourse that contributes to uncover power and ideology 

behind issues (Fairclough (2001) in Evayani and Rido, 2019). However, the study 

of CDA evolved after the first practitioner, M.A.K. Halliday produced the idea of 

Systemic Functional Linguistic (SFL). In the SFL, Halliday performing three 

functions to study a language, they are ideational, interpersonal and textual 

functions. 

 

2.3 Systemic Functional Language 

Systemic Functional Language (SFL) or also known as Systemic Functional 

Grammar (SFG) is a theory of language that is strongly oriented to the description 

of how language makes meaning in context (Halliday in Caffarel, 2009). It has 

aim to construct a grammar for purposes of text analysis: one that would make it 

possible to say sensible and useful things about any text, spoken or written in 

modern English (Halliday in Eggins, 2005). In other word, SFL is one of the 
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studies in linguistic that has function to analyze meaning in text that refers to its 

context. Further, Halliday and Matthiessen (2004) added that, 

“SFL interprets language as meaning, potential where all 

strata of the linguistic system contribute to the making of 

meaning; the semantic system semanticizes contextual 

meaning by providing resources to enact and construe it 

as linguistic meaning; the lexicogrammatical system 

grammaticalizes this meaning by providing resources to 

create meaning in wording and the phonological system 

realizes meaning by sounding the wordings that realize 

meaning.” 

 

Based on the explanation above, it can be said that the SFL analyzes parts of the 

sentences (such words and clauses) in order to creates meaning based on its 

context. Furthermore, Halliday in Caffarel (2009: 892) also stated that “another 

key aspect of the organization of the content levels of language is metafunctional 

diversification, which allows the simultaneous creation of multiple meanings, they 

are; ideational, interpersonal and textual functions.”  

Ideational metafunction comprises both experiential and logical meanings 

(creation of text/clause as experience or also known as experiential meaning and 

sequences of experiences (logical meaning), while interpersonal meaning refers to 

creation of text/clause as an exchange and textual meaning refers to creation of 

text/clause as a message in context) (Halliday in Caffarel, 2009). In addition, 

Wang (2008: 58) also added that “the three metafunctions or meanings in turn 

give rise to three strands of meaning in a clause; clause as representation, clause 

as exchange and clause as message.” Here, in the realm of SFL, the ranks of 

language are morpheme, word, group of words, clause and clause complex 

(Halliday in Afriyanto and Inayanti, 2016). 
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2.3.1 Interpersonal Meaning (Metafunction) 

Interpersonal meanings are meanings which express a speaker’s attitudes and 

judgements (Gerot and Wignell in Yuhriyah, 2014). Further, Butt et al (2001) 

describedthatinterpersonal meanings cover two main areas which are firstly 

concern the type of interaction taking place and the kind of commodity being 

exchanged and secondly concerns the way speakers take a position in their 

message. However, Halliday and Matthiessen (2014) summarized this meaning or 

metafunction into language as action in order to suggest that it is both interactive 

and personal. Thus, based on the explanations, it can be said that interpersonal 

metafunction concerned with establishing and maintaining the interaction between 

the speaker and the hearer. 

 

2.3.2 Ideational Meaning (Metafunction) 

Halliday and Matthiessen (2014: 29) mentioned that ideational meaning 

(metafunction) is language as reflection and it provides theory of human 

experience. Also, Halliday in Eggins (2005: 12) stated that ideational meanings 

are meanings about how the speaker represents his or her experience. Thus, it can 

be said that the ideational meaning has to do with the way language represents the 

speaker’s experience of the world. As stated by Thompson (2014: 92) that 

“ideational meaning concerned with how we talk about actions, happenings, 

feelings, beliefs, situations, states, the people and things involved in them and the 

relevant circumstances of time, place, manner and many others.” In other word, 

language reflects our view about something that goings on (verbs), including 
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things (nouns) that may have attributes (adjectives) in a certain place, time, 

situation, manner, etc (adverbials) (Thompson, 2014: 94). 

In order to analyze ideational meaning, Halliday in Thompson (2013: 92) 

mentioned three elements of this meaning, they are participants (who does an 

action), process (what does the doer do) and circumstance (the background detail 

such place, time, manner, situations and etc during the process occurs). Further, 

Halliday (1994) also stated that the process in this ideational meaning is called as 

transitivity system (analysis). Here, the main argument of the transitivity system is 

that our most powerful conception of reality consists of “goings-on” of doing, 

happening, feeling, being, which is then are sorted out in the semantic system of 

the language and expressed through the grammar of the clause (Halliday, 1994). 

Thus, the clause is needed to be analyzed for its potential to represent both the 

outer and the inner world of human beings (Eggins, 2005: 44). 

Furthermore, the transitivity system is divided into six processes regarding to 

Halliday in Thompson (2014: 94), they are: material, mental, relational, 

behavioural, verbal and existential process. In this case, the term “process” is an 

extended sense to cover all phenomena and anything that is expressed by a verb; 

this can be an event, whether physical or not, state or relation (Halliday in 

Thompson, 2014: 94). 
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2.3.2.1 Material Process 

Halliday and Matthiessen (2014) stated that material process is the process of 

doing in the physical world and there are two inherent participants involved; first 

is the actor (an obligatory element and expresses the doer of the process) and 

secondly is the goal (an optional element and expresses the person or entity 

whether animate or inanimate affected by the process. As stated by Lock (1997: 

72), material process is group of verbs that show about action such as cooking, 

studying, writing, walking and etc. Thus, it can be said that the material process 

related to the ideational metafunction is highly related with the process of doing 

which in this case, everything that is related to verb. 

Example: 

Edward was sawing wood. (Thompson, 2013: 95) 

The example above shows a clause that are describing process of doing, which in 

this case concrete and tangible actions. As it seen, Edward is the Actor, was 

sawing is the Process (material) and wood is the Goal. In that case, the basic 

meaning of material process is that some entity does something and/or undertakes 

some action (Thompson, 2014: 95). 

 

2.3.2.2 Mental Process 

Halliday in Eggins (2005: 53) explained mental process into something what 

people think, feel or sense so that this process is internalized in contrast to the 

externalized process of doing and speaking. Hence, unlike material process, 

mental process always involves at least one human participant who has the mind 
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in which the process occurs (Halliday and Matthiessen, 2014). Thus, based on the 

explanation, it can be said that the mental process occurs in people’s 

consciousness, while the material process occurs in the real life. Further, Halliday 

in Eggins (2005: 225) claimed that mental process can be divided into three 

categories, they are cognition (verbs of thinking, knowing and understanding), 

affection (verbs of liking and fearing) and perception (verbs of seeing and 

hearing). 

Moreover, in the mental process, Halliday in Eggins (2005: 225) called the 

participant of this mental process as “Senser” (someone who can sense, feel or 

think) rather than “actor”. Another participant of mental process is 

“phenomenon”. Here, phenomenon is something which is felt, perceived or 

thought by the Senser (Halliday in Eggins, 2005: 226). In accordance, Halliday in 

Eggins (2005) mentioned that one clause may have Senser and Phenomenon, but 

sometimes it occurs with just a senser without phenomenon or a phenomenon 

without senser. The example can be seen from a clause “I see” where it occurs 

without phenomenon or in the clause “Justin did that just to make fun” where it is 

clear without mention the phenomenon, Justin just want to make fun people. 

Furthermore, Halliday and Matthiessen (2014: 204) differentiated phenomenon 

into act (the perception group such as seeing, hearing and noticing) and fact (the 

cognitive verbs such thinking, knowing, understanding, realizing).  

Example: 

She could hear his voice. (Thompson, 2014: 97) 
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On the example above, the word she acts as the Senser, could hear as the Mental 

Process and his voice as the Phenomenon. As it seen, the person in whose mind 

in the mental process occurs is not really “acting” – if anything, she is 

“undergoing” the process of hearing and the process is not really “directed” at the 

phenomenon – intuitively it seems equally satisfactory to say that it is the voice 

that triggers the mental process of hearing (Thompson, 2014: 97). In other word, 

mental process is not about the concrete process of doing, but it is more about 

what people think or feel. In that case, Eggins (2005: 225) explains that the thing 

that makes mental process different form material process is the way of how 

researcher analyzed it. Here, mental process is not about actions or doings in a 

tangible, physical sense but about mental reactions such thoughts, feelings and 

perceptions. 

 

2.3.2.3 Relational Process 

Relational process is concerned with the process of being in the world of abstract 

relations that normally exists between two participants associated with the process 

is considered, but unlike the case of material process, a participant does not affect 

the other participant in a physical sense (Thompson, 2014). Halliday in Eggins 

(2005) clarifies relational process into two types, they are attributive and 

identifying process. Attributive process express what attributes a certain object 

has which basically suggest the relationship of “x carries the attribute y”, where 

an attribute adjective is assigned to a participant, the carrier (Thompson, 2014). 

Meanwhile the identifying process express the identical properties of two entities 

and this process contains two independent participants: a Token that is a holder or 
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an occupant that stands to be defined and a Value that defines the token by giving 

it meaning, referent, function, status or role (Thompson, 2014). 

Example: 

The bread is stale (Thompson, 2014: 101) 

The example above shows that the word the bread act as Carrier, and stale as the 

Attribute, while the word is acts as the function of Process of Relation. Here, 

regarding to the example, the clause shows that the relational process is about a 

relation of two concepts, in this case an object (the bread) and a quality (stale) and 

both of them are signaled by the word “is” which has the function of process 

between them. 

 

2.3.2.4 Verbal Process 

Verbal process is the process of saying, and it exists on the borderline between 

mental and relational processes and just like saying and meaning, the verbal 

process expresses the relationship between ideas constructed in human 

consciousness and the ideas enacted in the form of language (Thompson, 2014). 

Further, Halliday and Matthiessen (2014: 225) mentioned that there are three 

elements in the verbal process, they are Sayer, Receiver and Verbiage. Sayer is 

the one who do the verbal process, Receiver is the one whom is directed the 

verbal process and Verbiage can be name of the saying or content what is said 

(Halliday and Matthiessen, 2014: 226). However, Halliday and Matthiessen 

(2014: 226) also added that sometimes there is an additional element in verbal 

process called Target which is known as the participant who is targeted by the 

verbal process. 
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Example: 

I asked him a question. (Thompson, 2014: 108) 

On the example above, the pronoun I is the Sayer, asked is the Verbal Process, 

him as the Receiver and a question as the Verbiage. In that case, the word “I” is 

the one who responsible for the verbal process of “asking” to the receiver which 

in the example represented as “him” and the sayer in this context is doing an 

action that is asking “a question” as the verbiage. 

 

2.3.2.5 Existential Process 

Existential process represent process of existing and happening and typically, this 

process has the verb “be” and the word there is necessary as a Subject although it 

has no representational function (Halliday and Matthiessen, 2014). In other word, 

it can be said that the existential process shows something about existence. 

Further, Eggins (2005: 214) added that existential process is easy to identify as the 

structure involves the use of the word “there”, but this word has not 

representational meaning and it does not refer to a location. The only obligatory 

participant in an existential process which receives a functional label is called as 

the Existent (Eggins, 2005: 215).  An existent can be any kind of phenomenon, 

such as a thing, person, object, institution or abstraction, action or event (Eggins, 

2005: 215). 

Example: 

There was a ramp leading down. (Thompson, 2014: 110) 
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As it seen from the example, the word “was” after “there” acts as the Process of 

Existential meanwhile the clause “a ramp leading down” is the Existent. 

 

 

 

2.3.2.6 Behavioral Process 

Behavioral Process is the process of physiological and psychological behaviour 

and this process is the least salient of six process types and the boundaries of 

behavioural process are indefinite, the process is partly material and partly mental 

(Halliday and Matthiessen, 2014). As stated by Eggins (2005: 133) that behavioral 

process is in part about action, but it is action that has to be experienced by a 

conscious being such as breathing, coughing, smiling, dreaming and staring. In 

that case, behavioral process represents outer manifestations of inner workings, 

the acting out of process of consciousness and physiological states and the 

participant who is behaving is called Behaver (Halliday and Matthiessen, 2014). 

In other word, it can be said that this process takes place in two side, both real life 

and in mind and both of them are combined as in mental and material process. 

Example: 

The boy laughed an embarrassed laugh. (Thompson, 2014: 109) 

The sentence above shows that the boy is the Behaver, laughed is the Process of 

Behavioral, and an embarrassed laugh is the Behavior. As it seen, the difference 

between the behavioral and verbal process are from the grammatical features. 

Here, the behavioral process relates to specifically human physiological process 

and one of the main reasons for setting up this category is that they allow us to 
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distinguish between purely mental process and the outward physical sign of the 

process (Thompson, 2014: 109). In other word, some words that are related to the 

behavioral are contrast with mental process synonyms (e.g. look at = see, listen to 

= hear). 

 

2.3.3 Textual Meaning (Metafunction) 

Eggins (2004: 12) explains textual meanings as meanings about how what we are 

saying hangs together and relates to what was said before and to the context 

around us. In addition, Halliday and Matthiesen (2014: 309) stated that textual 

meaning is the way of how we see clause as message. Here, theme structures 

express the organization of the message and this meaning also learns how the 

clause relates to the surrounding discourse and to the context of situation. Thus, 

based on the explanations, it can be said that textual meaning is used to organized 

message in ways which indicate how they fit in with the other messages around 

them through speaking or writing (cohesive and coherent). 

 

2.4 Ideology 

Fairclough’s point of view about ideology is quite similar with Marxist that he 

regards that it is a distorted representation of the reality of social relation which is 

both structured and a process, not belief or propaganda as much of it is opaque 

and thus operates below the level of consciousness, functioning as meaning in the 

service of power (Faiclough, 2010). Meanwhile Van Dijk in Alaei and Ahangari 

(2016) stated ideology as “the function of the social representation shared by a 

social group.”  
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Fairclough (2010: 67) also stated that “ideology arise in class societies 

characterized by relations of domination and in so far as human beings are capable 

of transcending such societies, they are capable of transcending ideology.” 

Therefore, regarding to the explanations, it can be noticed that ideology is a form 

of idea produced by certain social class and characterized by domination for 

certain purpose.  
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CHAPTER THREE 

METHOD OF RESEARCH 

 

3.1 Research Design 

In doing this research, the writer uses qualitative method. Since, qualitative 

method is in the form of narrative explanation without numbering or statistical 

analysis. According to Rajasekar (2013: 9), qualitative research is concerned with 

qualitative phenomenon involving quality with the characteristics of non-

numerical, descriptive, applies reasoning and uses words. 

Based on the definition, qualitative research focuses on the textual description, 

where it also develops the explanation of social phenomena. Thus, since in this 

research the writer focuses on the text that is related to transitivity study, this 

research uses qualitative method.  

 

3.2 Data and Data Source 

Data are the information that is used to be analyzed and to answer the problem 

formulation. According to Betz (2011: 8), Data are information that has been 

translated into a form that is more convenient to move or process. It can be 

numbers, images, words, figures, facts or ideas. Data are used to develop concepts 

and theories that help the writer to understand the social world. Based on the 

definition, the writer concludes that data is some kind of information that has 

various forms. Further, data of this research is in the form of texts (clauses) that 

are related to the transitivity process. Meanwhile the data source of this research is 

taken from the speech of Ivanka Trump at G20 (Women’s Empowerment event) 
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downloaded from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Jw4PPk_xs8&t=54s 

(uploaded by Fox News). 

 

3.3 Data Collecting Technique 

In this research, the writer gathers the data by using Library research method. The 

steps in collecting the data as follows: 

1. The writer watches the video of Ivanka Trump’s speech at G20 repeatedly. 

2. Next, while listening to the video, the writer transcribes the video. 

3. After that, the writer highlights the texts (clauses) that are related to the 

transitivity process. 

 

3.4 Data Analyzing Technique 

After the data selected from the novel, the following steps are needed in order to 

analyze the data: 

1. Classifying the data based on the transitivity category. 

Texts Texts Texts 

Actor/senser/carrier Transitivity Process Goal/Range/Phenomenon/Identifier 

 

2. Analyzing the data finding by using Halliday’s theory of ideational meaning.  

3. After that, the writer analyzing the ideology based on the transitivity process 

that is found in the speech by relating it to the context of the most dominant 

process. 

4. The writer evaluating the research to make sure the research problems have 

been answered properly after all steps are accomplished.  

5. Finally, the writer drawing conclusion based on the analysis. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Jw4PPk_xs8&t=54s
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CHAPTER FOUR 

ANALYSIS 

 

In this chapter, the writer presents the result of the data analysis of ideational 

meaning on the Ivanka Trump’s speech at G20 summit. In doing the analysis, the 

writer applied the Halliday’s theory of transitivity system. Generally, the 

transitivity system is divided into six processes, they are: material, mental, 

relational, behavioural, verbal and existential process (the term “proses” is an 

extended sense to cover all phenomena and anything that is expressed by a verb 

which can be represented as an even, whether physical or not, state or relation). 

Interestingly, the writer only found three types of process from the total of six 

processes, which are: material, mental and relational process. Thus, for the 

further explanation, the result of the findings can be seen as follow: 

Table 4.1 Transitivity System found in the Ivanka Trump Speech of G20 Summit 

 

Process Type Frequency 

Material Process 13 

Relational Process 12 

Mental Process 4 

Total 29 

 

As it seen from the table above, the result of the findings indicated that the most 

appeared process in the Ivanka Trump speech of G20 Summit is Material Process 

followed by Relational Process and lastly, Mental Process. Furthermore, since the 

most transitivity system that appears from the speech is material process, the 

writer noticed that from this process, Ivanka has political idea about the 
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importance of women’s participation in the global economy is not only for the 

sake of their family so that they can help them out from poverty but also to grow 

the economies in their countries so that the prosperity can be felt throughout 

countries. 

 

4.1 Material Process 

Material process is the process of doing in the physical world and in this process, 

there are two inherent participants involved, first is the actor and secondly is the 

goal (Halliday and Matthiessen, 2014). The actor is an obligatory element and 

expresses the doer of the process, while the goal is an optional element and 

expresses the person or entity whether animate or inanimate affected by the 

process (Halliday and Matthiessen, 2014). In the speech that is uttered by Ivanka 

Trump, the writer finding of this process can be seen below: 

Datum 1 

I Applaud the leaders in this room who 

have pioneered important 

reforms… 

Actor 

(Animate) 

Material Process 

(Action) 

Range 

 

On the datum 1 above, the writer did not put the full sentence since based on the 

transitivity system, the sentence only consists of three parts, they are actor, the 

material process (action) and goal or range. The first part of the transitivity 

system is pronoun word “I” as the actor and the material process from the word 

“applaud”. Finally, the writer considered the last of part of the sentence as range 

rather than goal. Here, range is quite similar to goal but range has some sense of 
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idiom which makes some patterns with the verb (Matthiessen, 2014). In this case, 

range is used to express the extent of the process (action).  

Thus, regarding to the description above, it can be said that the material process in 

this datum is showing an action of “applaud” that is done by the actor of “I” 

which in this case refers to the speaker, Ivanka Trump. In other word, Ivanka 

Trump in this case is showing her respects for the important figures in the room at 

the event of G20 summit in Osaka. Therefore, this datum is categorized as 

material process. 

 

Datum 2 

(If) women Participated in labor markets equally 

to man. 

Actor 

(Animate) 

Material Process (Action) Goal 

 

The datum 2 also categorized as material process since the indication can be 

noticed from the transitivity system. As it seen, there are three parts of material 

process from the sentence which consists of actor, material process and goal. The 

actor is from the word “women”, the material process (action) comes from the 

word “participated” and the goal is from the last part of the sentence which is “in 

labor markets equally to man”. In this datum, the writer noticed that the speaker, 

Ivanka tried to convince the audience that women should participates themselves 

into labor markets as well as man. Thus, regarding to the description of the 

transitivity system, the material process in this datum is about how the speaker 

considered that women should join or participate in labor markets equally to men. 
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Datum 3 

(That is why) two 

years ago at the G20 

in Hamburg 

(and at the direction of) 

president Trump, The United 

States, Japan, Germany, the 

world bank so many others 

on the stage 

launched We-Fi. 

 

Circumstance 

(Location and time) 

Actor(s) (Inanimate) Material 

Process 

(action) 

Goal 

 

The next datum shows similar transitivity but, in this case, the circumstance of 

location and time is located at the beginning of the sentence. Regarding to the 

datum 3, the first part of the sentence, that is “two years ago at the G20 in 

Hamburg” is categorized as circumstance both location and time since the time 

refers to the words “two years ago” and the location from the words “at G20 in 

Hamburg”. Further, in this datum, the actors are consisting of two types, they are 

animate and inanimate. The animate actor is “president Trump”, meanwhile the 

rest of noun are categorized as inanimate actor such as “The United States”, 

“Japan”, “Germany” and “the world bank”. Here, the term inanimate refers to 

actor which is not a living being, while the animate is the opposite. Moreover, the 

material process in this datum comes from the word “launched” and the goal is 

“We-Fi”.  

Further, in this datum (as part of the speech), the speaker, Ivanka is talking about 

how the actors, which are United States (represented by Trump), Japan and 

German launched We-Fi two years ago at the event of G20 in Hamburg. In other 

word, the material process in this datum is related to the establishment of We-Fi 

(Women Entrepreneurs Finance Initiative) which is done by the actors (developed 

countries). 
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Datum 4 

Since then We-Fi has mobilized 2.6 billion dollars 

investing and more 

than a hundred 

thousand women-

owned business. 

Circumstance 

(Time) 

Actor 

(Inanimate) 

Material Process 

(action) 

Goal 

 

The next datum above shows the transitivity system that is started with the 

circumstance of time. As it seen from the sentence of datum 5, the words “since 

then” represented the circumstance of time which in this case, the word “then” 

refers to the previous sentence that is “two years ago”. After that, the word “We-

Fi” in the datum is categorized as an inanimate actor which means that “We-Fi” 

in this context is not ‘a living being’ noun. Furthermore, the material process in 

this datum is from the words “has mobilized” and the goal is the last part of the 

sentence, “2.6 billion dollars investing and more than a hundred thousand women-

owned business.”  

Therefore, the material process or the action that is shown in this datum is a 

mobilization which done by We-Fi after it launched and approved by developed 

countries such USA, German and Japan and it was done by investing 2.6 billion 

dollars and make hundred thousand women owned business. Hence, this datum is 

categorized as material process. 

 

Datum 5 

More than half of this 

capital of We-Fi 

has gone to women 

entrepreneurs in 
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fragile nations. 

Actor (Inanimate) Material Process 

(action) 

Goal 

 

In this datum, the writer also found another case of inanimate actor. As it seen 

from the datum 5, the sentence is started with “More than half of this capital of 

We-Fi” which is known as inanimate actor. Further, the next material process is 

showing the action that is done by the actor that is from the words “has gone” or 

in other word, those words are presented as the material process. Finally, on the 

last part of the sentence, which is, “to women entrepreneurs in fragile nations” is 

presented as the goal.  

Thus, regarding to the description, the speaker, Ivanka delivered the information 

to the audience that more than half of the capital of We-Fi is given to women for 

entrepreneurs need in fragile nations. In other word, the material process or the 

action that can be noticed in this datum is a provision of capital of We-Fi to 

women entrepreneurs. 

 

Datum 6 

Earlier this year, President Trump Established WGDP. 

Circumstance 

(Time) 

Actor (Animate) Material Process 

(action) 

Goal 

 

On the datum 6, the writer found out that the sentence is started with the 

circumstance of time before actor. As it seen from the sentence of the datum, the 

words “Earlier this year” is categorized as circumstance of time and the words 

“president Trump” act as an animate actor. Here, the actor is doing a material 

process (action) which in this case represented from the word “established” and 
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the goal comes from the word “WGDP” (Women’s Global Development and 

Prosperity). Thus, regarding to the explanation above, the material process in this 

datum is shown from the word “established” which is done by the actor, President 

Trump. In other word, the datum shows that the speaker, Ivanka is telling the 

audience that after We-Fi, President Trump even establishing WGDP. 

 

Datum 7 

(and) We Will meet it 

Actor(s) (Animate) Material Process (action) Goal 

 

On the datum 7, the writer categorized it as material process as well since in this 

case, the clause is showing the process of doing. As it seen, the word “we” is 

shown as the actor(s) (animate) and the material process comes from the words 

“will meet” and the goal is presented by pronoun “it”. Here, the pronoun “it” is 

referring to the previous sentence which is about “to reach 50 million women in 

the developing world by 2015”. Here, the writer noticed that the actor(s) “we” is 

represented the United States, especially for the president and its governments 

since the context of this clause is referring to WGDP that is established by 

president Trump. Further, since the material process is shown from the words 

“will meet” which the writer considered it as idiomatic words for “will achieve”, 

it can be said that the material process in this datum shows that the actor of “we” 

which also refers to the speaker herself (Ivanka) are expected to achieve their goal 

to reach 50 million women in the developing world by 2015. 

 

Datum 8 
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(But) every nation 

including the United 

States 

can and should Do more 

Actor(s) (Inanimate) Material Process (action) Goal 

 

The next datum above shows that the sentence is started with an inanimate 

actor(s) which in this case is represented by words “ever nation including the 

United States”. Here, they are known as inanimate actor(s) since they are noun 

but did not categorized as a person or people, but as country or nation. Further, the 

words “can and should” is the material process (action) and the words “do more” 

becomes the goal. Therefore, the material process or the process of doing is 

shown from the words of “can and should” which in this case referring to things 

that must be done by the actors (nations). Meanwhile the goal, which from the 

words “do more” is related to the women empowerment for global economy. In 

other word, the speaker is referring this clause (datum) for those important figures 

in the room so that they can support We-Fi program more in order to help women 

entrepreneurs in the developing world. 

 

Datum 9 

We must continue to prioritize women’s economic 

empowerment and place it at the 

very heart of the G20 agenda. 

Actor (Animate) Material Process (Action) Goal 

 

On the datum 9, it shows that the clause also describing the process of doing. 

Here, the clause is started with animate actor from the word “we”. In this case, 

the word “we” could possibly refers to both of the speaker herself (Ivanka) and 

the audience (the important figures from other countries). Thus, the material 

process or action from the clause comes from the words “must continue to 
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prioritize”. Finally, the last part of the datum which from the words “women’s 

economic empowerment and place it at the very heart of the G20 agenda” is the 

goal. 

Here, the writer noticed that the material process is seen when the speaker is 

persuading the audience which are the important figures (political figures) from 

other countries (including the speaker herself) in order to continue supporting 

women’s economic empowerment and discussed it as the primary topic in the G20 

agenda. In other word, the word “prioritize” refers to the action in supporting 

women’s involvement in economic empowerment. Therefore, regarding to the 

explanation, the datum indicated that the type of the transitivity system in the 

clause is categorized as material process. 

 

Datum 10 

(If) we Propose bold solutions and 

challenge the limits 

of the past… 

Actor (Animate) Material Process 

(action) 

Goal 

 

The datum 10 indicated that the clause also categorized material process as the 

type of transitivity system. As it seen from the datum, it can be seen that the 

clause started with words “if we” which in this case, the writer focused on the 

word “we” that is noticed as the actor(s) (animate). Then, the material process 

comes from the word “propose” and the last part of the clause becomes the goal 

that is “bold solutions and challenge the limits of the past”. Here, the writer also 

noticed one similarity from the previous datum where the word “we” is highly 

possible refers to both speaker and the audience (important political figures). In 
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that case, regarding to the datum, it shows that the material process is shown when 

the speaker persuades the audience to do bold solutions and challenge the limits of 

the past by uttering the word “propose”. 

Datum 11 

We will empower  Women to lift their families out of 

poverty, to grow the 

economies in their countries 

and to deliver greater peace 

and prosperity to millions 

around the world. 

Actor(s) 

(Animate) 

Material Process 

(action) 

Beneficiary Goal 

 

The next datum shows that there is one additional element that cannot be found to 

other data which is a participant called “beneficiary”.  Here, the element of 

beneficiary is known as the one who received the goal. As it seen from the 

beginning of the sentence, the material process starts with word “we” that 

represented as actor(s). Just like the previous data, the writer considered that the 

word “we” that is mentioned by the speaker (Ivanka) possibly refers to herself and 

the audience who attended the event of G20 Summit (important political figures). 

Further, the material process is seen when the speaker is mentioning the words 

“will empower” and the participant who are received the goal or also known as 

the beneficiary is from the word “women”. Finally, the last part of the sentence is 

the goal.  

In this datum, the material process is shown when the speaker is using the words 

“will empower” to describe the vision of We-Fi and WGDP which is to empower 

women in order to lift their families out of poverty, to grow the economies and 

prosperity around the world. Therefore, since the context of this datum is about 
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how the speaker and the audience will empower women, it can be said that the 

type of this transitivity system is categorized as material process. 

 

Datum 12 

(including) Saudi 

Arabia 

(which) will be 

hosting 

the next few G20 presidency to 

advance these important and 

critical goals. 

Actor (Inanimate)  Material Process 

(Action) 

Goal 

 

The datum above shows another ideational metafunction that is categorized as 

material process. As it seen from the datum above, it is started with words 

“(including) Saudi Arabia”. Here, the actor (inanimate) is from the noun of 

“Saudi Arabia” and the material process is represented by words “will be hosting” 

and the last part of the sentence is the goal. Furthermore, the writer noticed that in 

this datum, the speaker is uttering the words “will be hosting” to show the 

material process or the process of action which refers to lead the next event of 

G20 to discuss more about the important of women’s empowerment and its 

critical goals.  

 

Datum 13 

I Congratulate Queen Maxima for your bold new 

initiative.  

Actor 

(Animate) 

Material Process 

(Action) 

Goal 

 

On the datum 13, it shows that the word “congratulate” refers to the activity or 

action that is done by the subject (actor) which represented with word “I” and the 

goal of the in this datum is from the words “Queen Maxima for your bold new 
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initiative”. Here, the word “I” is representing the actor which is the speaker 

herself, Ivanka Trump. In that case, regarding to the explanation, the material 

process shows about the activity of the actor (which also as the speaker), Ivanka 

Trump who in that G20 event is congratulating or complementing Queen Maxima 

for her bold new initiative. Thus, the ideational metafunction in this datum is 

categorized as material process. 

In summary, the writer noticed that from all of the material process, the 

participant of “actor” is represented by words such, “women”, “we”, “Prime 

Minister”, “United States”, “Japan” and “Saudi Arabia”. In that case, the writer 

considered that Ivanka continuously prefer to identify her administration as the 

main topic of her speech. It can be noticed from the word “we” which can be 

referred into two things, first “we” as for the speaker and the audience and 

secondly “we” as for the speaker herself and her administration (in this case, the 

government of United States). 

 

4.2 Relational Process 

Relational process is concerned with the process of being in the world of abstract 

relations that normally exists between two participants associated with the process 

is considered, but unlike the case of material process, a participant does not affect 

the other participant in a physical sense (Thompson, 2014). Different from the two 

previous ideational metafunctions, the phenomenon or goal in the relational 

process is known as attributive and identifying process. Attributive process 

express or assigns a quality. Meanwhile the identifying process is a process which 

establishes and identity (Halliday in Eggins, 2005). Further, the participant of 
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actor or senser in this process is called as carrier.  The result of the findings can 

be seen as follow: 
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Datum 14 

Underscoring 

this, 

more than 80 percent of 

the lowest-scoring 

countries in the index 

for gender 

discrimination  

Have in fact experienced 

armed conflict in 

the last two 

decades. 

 Carrier(s)  Relational 

Process 

Identifier 

 

On the datum above, the writer found that the carrier(s) is presented from the 

word “countries” or in this case, “the lowest-scoring countries in the index for 

gender discrimination”. As it seen, the carrier is more than one object (plural) 

since it is related to many countries and the relational process is presented with 

word “have” and the form of the relational process in this datum is related to 

identify. Further, in this datum, the speaker, Ivanka Trump is speaking about how 

most countries which have experienced armed conflict in the last two decades. In 

that case, the word “countries” on the datum is identified as places which has 

armed conflicts.  

Here, the writer noticed that this datum is indicating about a relation of two 

concepts; objects that is presented as the carriers (the countries who have issue of 

gender discrimination) and quality that is presented as the identifier and both of 

them are signaled by the word “have” which has function of process between 

them. Therefore, the relational process in this datum shows about the correlation 

of how the countries who have high gender discrimination issue commonly have 

experienced armed conflict. 
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Datum 15 

Despite this, more 

than a hundred 

countries, 

Women Still do not have equal rights under the 

law including 

opportunities to work in 

certain profession, 

purchase or inherit land 

owned, businesses or 

access capital. 

(Circumstance: 

Location) 

Carrier(s)  Relational 

Process 

Identifier 

 

The next datum above shows that the speaker mentioned another carrier that is 

more than one person (plural noun) which described from the word “women”. 

However, the sentence is started with the circumstance of location which is 

presented by words “more than a hundred countries”. Further, the relational 

process is shown from the word “do not have” and the identifier can be noticed at 

the last part of the datum. Regarding to the relational process, this process is 

categorized as identifying relational process since from the datum, it can be 

noticed that the speaker is identifying the situation where in many countries there 

are many women do not have (possessed) equal rights to work in certain 

profession, purchase or inherit land, businesses or access capital. In other word, 

the relational process in this datum is shown when the speaker is correlating 

gender (women) with equal rights under the law which in this case, the speaker is 

described how women commonly do not have equal rights similarly to men in 

finding specific job or in owning a business or land. 

 

Datum 16 

One of my first 

international trips 

Is part of the 

administration. 

 

Carrier Relational Identifier 
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process 

On the next datum, the writer also categorized it as relational process. On the first 

part of the datum, the carrier is presented from the words “my first international 

trips” and the relational process is presented with word “is”. Finally, the last part 

of the datum which is “part of the administration” is known as identifier. Here, the 

writer noticed that the relational process in this datum is related to identifier since 

the content of the datum is talking about how the speaker, Ivanka Trump is 

identified her international trip as part of her duty (from government).  

 

Datum 17 

Under your 

leadership 

undoubtedly, 

the W20 

acceleration 

platform 

Will achieve great things. 

 Carrier  Relational 

Process 

Identifier 

 

The datum 21 above is also categorized as relational process. It can be noticed 

firstly from the carrier that is presented with words “the W20 acceleration 

platform” and the relational process with words “will achieve”, while the last part 

of the sentence, “great things” is known as the identifier so that the relational 

process in this datum is about identifying. As it seen form the datum, the speaker 

is identified the platform of W20 that will achieve great things (under the 

leadership of Queen Maxima). Thus, the relational process in this datum is 

showing the correlation of how the leadership of Queen Maxima is able to bring 

the W20 acceleration platform to get or achieve great things. 

 

Datum 18 

It Is also smart economic and defense policy. 
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Carrier  Relational Process Identifier 

In this datum, it can be seen that the clause is started with pronoun “it” which in 

this case, the writer categorized it as carrier. Here, the pronoun “it” refers to the 

previous statement which is about “the inclusion of women in the economy”. 

Thus, after the relational process which presented with word “is”, the identifier is 

shown from the last part of the datum, “also smart economic and defense policy”. 

Thus, from the datum, it can be said that the carrier refers from the previous 

sentence that is delivered by the speaker about women’s inclusion in the economy 

or in this case, the carrier is referring to “women’s role”.  

Further, the speaker, Ivanka identified the role of women (inclusion) as a smart 

economic and defense policy. In other word, the relational process in this datum 

is indicated when the speaker correlates a women’s inclusion in the economy with 

a smart economy and defense policy. As if without any woman’s inclusion in the 

economy, the policy of economy and defense will be different. 

 

Datum 19 

Global annual GDP Could rise between an estimated 12 trillion or 

28 trillion dollars by 2025. 

Carrier Relational 

Process 

Identifier 

 

The datum above shows that the carrier is presented with “Global annual GDP” 

and the relational process from the words “could rise”, while the last part of the 

datum is known as the identifier. Here, the writer categorized the relational 

process as the process of identifier since the speaker, Ivanka is identified the 

Global annual GDP (Gross Domestic Product) could rise between an estimated 12 

trillion or 28 trillion dollars by 2025. Thus, the relational process in this datum is 
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categorized as relational process of identifier since it identifying the effectiveness 

of global annual GDP. 

 

Datum 20 

This Is critical 

Carrier  Relational Process Identifier 

 

The datum shows that the carrier is presented by pronoun word “this” which in 

this case, it also refers to the previous statement from the speaker. On the previous 

statement, the speaker, Ivanka Trump is talking about the participation of women 

in labor force can reduce violence or military force to resolve international 

conflict. Further, the relational process is presented by word “is” and the word 

“critical” is known as the identifier. Thus, regarding to the description, the datum 

is categorized as relational process that is identifying the matter of women’s 

participation in labor force. Here, the speaker, Ivanka considered that the 

participant of women in labor force is quite important and critical to be discussed 

since it can reduce violence or military force to resolve international conflict. 

Therefore, the relational process in this datum is indicated from how the speaker 

related the women’s participation in labor force as critical issue. 

 

Datum 21 

(As a result,) in the 

United States, 

the women’s 

unemployment 

rate 

is at the lowest level 

in 65 years. 

Circumstance 

(Place) 

Carrier Relational 

Process 

Identifier 

 

Meanwhile in this datum, the writer found out that it is in the form of sentence 

and it started with circumstance of place which is “The United States” and the 
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carrieris presented with words “the women’s unemployment rate”. Further, the 

relational process is shown from auxiliary verb “is” and the words “at the lowest 

level in 65 years” is known as identifier. In that case, it can be seen that the datum 

is categorized as relational process that is identifying the number of women’s 

unemployment rate. Therefore, the relational process in this datum is related to the 

rate of unemployment women in United States with the recent level status that is 

shown in 65 years which in this case, the writer assumed that the correlation 

between both of them are showing positive situation. 

 

Datum 22 

This Is a legacy worth fighting for 

Carrier  Relational Process Identifier 

 

On the datum above, the clause is started with pronoun “this” as the carrier. In 

this case, the writer found out that the pronoun “this” is related with the previous 

statement where the speaker is talking about how the program of ‘We-Fi’ is able 

to empower women to lift their families out of poverty and also able to grow 

economies in their countries. Further, after the relational process is shown from 

the auxiliary verb “is”, the last part of the clause is showing the identifier (a 

legacy worth fighting for).  

In that case, the speaker would like to tell the audience that the program of We-Fi 

is a legacy that is worth fighting for. Further, the writer considered that the 

relational process in this datum is shown when the speaker, Ivanka is describing 

the process of identifying of how program of We-Fi is considered as something 

worth that should be maintained. 
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Datum 23 

Research (further) has shown that, states with higher female 

participation in the labor force are 

less likely to use violence… 

Carrier  Relational Process Identifier 

 

The datum above shows that the carrier is shown from the word “research” and 

the relational process comes from the word “has shown”. Finally, the identifier is 

shown at the last part of the sentence. Hence, the writer considered that the datum 

is related to the relational process that is identifying since it is defining the result 

of the research (carrier) where states with high female participation or role in the 

labor force are able to decrease violence or military force to resolve international 

conflict.  

 

Datum 24 

This is the first-ever whole-of-

government approach 

to women’s economic 

empowerment 

in the United States. 

Carrier  Relational 

Process  

Identifier Circumstance 

(Location) 

 

The datum above also started with pronoun word “this” as the carrier. Here, the 

writer noticed that the word “this” refers to the previous statement of the speaker, 

Ivanka Trump where she stated about WGDP or Women’s Global Development 

Prosperity. Further, after the relational process that is presented by auxiliary verb 

“is”, the next part of the clause is the identifier which presented from the words 

“the first-ever whole-of-government approach…” and lastly, the words “United 

States” is categorized as the circumstance of location. Thus, regarding to the 

description, the writer considered that this datum is categorized as relational 
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process that is identifying WGDP as an approach from government of United 

States to women’s economic empowerment.  

 

Datum 25 

Our goal is  to reach 50 

million women in 

the developing 

world  

by 2015 

Carrier Relational Process  Identifier Circumstance 

(Time) 

 

In this datum, it can be seen that the first part of the sentence which is “goal” is 

categorized as the carrier. However, there is also a pronoun word “our” which 

refers to the speaker, Ivanka herself and the government of United States. Thus, 

when the speaker uttered “our goal” she is mentioning one similar purpose 

between her and the government of United States. Further, after the relational 

process that is presented by auxiliary verb “is”, the next part of the sentence, “to 

reach 50 million women in the developing world” is known as the identifier. 

Lastly, the word “by 2015” is the circumstance of time. Therefore, regarding to 

the explanation, this datum is indicating as relational process that is identifying 

the goal of the United States government that is to reach 50 million women in the 

developing world as in the field of economy. 

In short, the writer noticed that in the data findings of relational process, Ivanka 

uttered words such “women”, “W20”, “GDP”, “it”, “research”, “WGDP” and “our 

goal” as the participant of the “carrier” which means that Ivanka correlated the 

development of GDP, W20 and WGDP with the important role of women in We-

fi. 
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4.3 Mental Process 

Mental process is related to something on what people think, feel or sense so that 

this process is internalized in contrast to the externalized process of doing and 

speaking. In this case, unlike material process, mental process always involves at 

least one human participant who has the mind in which the process occurs 

(Halliday in Eggins, 2005). In addition, different than material process, in the 

mental process, the participant is known as senser rather than actor and another 

participant is called as phenomenon which is felt, perceived or thought by the 

senser (Halliday in Eggins, 2005). However, Halliday also explained that there are 

some cases where one clause may have both senser and phenomenon and 

sometimes, it occurs with just a senser without phenomenon or a phenomenon 

without senser. Further, the data that are related to the mental process from the 

speech of Ivanka Trump can be seen as follow: 

 

Datum 26 

The United 

States 

looks forward to working with all 

of those  

here today 

Senser Mental Process 

(Cognition) 

Phenomenon Circumstances (Location 

and Time) 

 

On the datum 14, it can be noticed that the sentence started with senser which is 

“The United States” and the mental process (cognition) comes from the words 

“looks forward”. Further, the words “to working with all of those” are represented 

as the goal and the words “here today” as the circumstance that refers to place 

and time or an adverb of place and time. Here, the word “those” as in “to working 
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with all of those” in the goal refers to the audience in the room (the important 

political figures).  

In that case, this datum conceives the senser’s thinking. However, even though 

the senser in the datum is “The United States” but it is only an idiomatic 

expression delivered by the speaker, Ivanka Trump to represent her and the 

government of United States, including the president, Donald Trump. Therefore, 

regarding to the description, it can be said that the mental process in this datum is 

shown that hopefully those important political figures in the room can work 

together to support the program of WGDP and We-Fi in order to lift women’s 

empowerment in the economic global. 

 

Datum 27 

So, I’m  grateful  for your steadfast focus and your 

leadership on this critical issue.  

Senser Mental process 

(Affection) 

Phenomenon (Fact) 

 

On the datum above, it can be seen that the word “grateful” refers to the mental 

process. Here, the mental process is categorized as an affection which means the 

word is related to the verb such liking, loving and hating. In this case, the mental 

process of “grateful” is directly felt by the speaker, Ivanka Trump that represented 

from word “I’m” or also known as the senser. Moreover, the last part of the clause 

which is “for your steadfast focus and your leadership on this critical issue.”, is 

categorized as phenomenon which refers to fact.  
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Here, the word “your” as in the phenomenon refers to Queen Maxima’s and the 

word “this critical issue” is referring to the topic that is delivered by Ivanka, that 

is women’s economic empowerment. Thus, the writer noticed that in this datum, 

the mental process is shown when the speaker, Ivanka Trump is showing her 

appreciation of kindness by uttering “grateful” for the attitude of Queen Maxima 

who has steadfast focus and excellent leadership on the issue of women’s 

empowerment.  

 

Datum 28 

We are united by a shared goal.  

Senser(s) Mental Process (cognition) Phenomenon (Fact) 

 

As it seen from datum 16, the mental process is shown from the words “are 

united” which categorized as cognition (verbs of thinking, knowing and 

understanding). Moreover, the participant of senser(s) in this clause is more than 

one person which means that the speaker, Ivanka Trump is not only talk about 

herself, but also persuade the audience by saying the word “we” and the words 

“by a shared goal” is the phenomenon that categorized as fact rather than act.  

In that case, the writer found that the clause indicated that the speaker reminded 

the audience in the room (the important political figures) that both of them are 

united by a shared goal. Here, the words “shared goal” can be referred to their 

purpose in supporting women’s empowerment in the economy global. Thus, 

regarding to the description above, it can be said that the mental process in this 

datum is showing how the speaker’s (Ivanka) thinking where she believed that 

both herself and other important political figures in the room (as the audience) are 



47 

 

UniversitasTeknokrat Indonesia 

united because of their similar purpose that is related to advance the role of 

women in global economy. 

 

Datum 29 

We Believe that women’s inclusion in the economy is 

not solely a social justice issue which 

of course it is. 

Senser(s) Mental process (Cognition) Phenomenon (Fact) 

 

On the datum 17, it is also categorized as ideational metafunction of mental 

process. On the datum above, it can be noticed that the mental process is 

presented from the word “believe”. In that case, the mental process is categorized 

as cognition type. Moreover, the participant of the senser(s) is more than one 

person since it is presented with word “we”. Here, the word “we” is not similarly 

like the previous datum where on the previous one, the word “we” is represented 

the speaker, Ivanka Trump and the audience. Meanwhile in this datum, the word 

“we” is represented the speaker, Ivanka Trump and the government of United 

States. Further, the last part of the clause becomes the phenomenon that is 

categorized as fact.  

In this datum, the speaker, Ivanka Trump is representing herself as part of United 

States and presenting the issue of women’s role in the global economy. Thus, 

regarding to the description, it can be seen that the mental process in this datum is 

referring of how the thought of Ivanka as the speaker and also United States’ 

representative indicates that women cannot join themselves in the economy 

because of social justice issue. 
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Therefore, regarding to all of the data findings of mental process, the writer found 

that Ivanka mostly used word “we” as the participant of the “senser(s)” which can 

be referred into two things just like in the previous process. First, “we” as for the 

speaker and the audience and secondly “we” as for the speaker herself and her 

administration (the government of United States). 

 

4.4 Political Idea 

Regarding to the transitivity analysis, the writer noticed that there are several 

things need to be explained before comes to the political idea of Ivanka Trump in 

her speech at G20 Summit. Firstly, in every process of transitivity, most of the 

participant that is uttered by Ivanka is not about herself or in this case, she is 

rarely use word “I” on her speech. The example can be seen in the material 

process where in the participant of “actor” is represented by words such, women, 

we, Prime Minister, United States, Japan and Saudi Arabia. Meanwhile on the 

mental process, Ivanka mostly used word we as the participant of the senser(s) 

and finally, in the relational process, Ivanka uttered words such women, W20, 

GDP, it, research, WGDP and our goal. 

In that case, the writer considered that Ivanka continuously prefer to identify her 

administration as the main topic of her speech. It can be noticed from the word 

“we” which can be referred into two things, first “we” as for the speaker and the 

audience and secondly “we” as for the speaker herself and her administration (in 

this case, the government of United States). Furthermore, since the most 

transitivity system that appears from the speech is material process, the writer 

noticed that from this process, Ivanka as the one who noticing the importance of 
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women’s role in the development of economy has political idea where the 

importance of women’s participation in the global economy is not only for the 

sake of their family so that they can help them out from poverty but also to grow 

the economies in their countries so that the prosperity can be felt throughout 

countries.  

Moreover, the political idea from Ivanka also indicated that she has purpose to 

persuade countries such Japan, German and United States to give full support to 

empower women in the global economy through the program of We-Fi (Women 

Entrepreneurs Finance Initiative). In addition, the writer also aware that by 

showing the urgencies of women’s participation in global economy, Ivanka also 

forcing those development countries, including United States to empower women 

and support more for the program of We-Fi. Here, the writer considered Ivanka 

prefer to be forcing than asking since the writer did not find any word that is 

related to requesting or giving options for other countries whether to support the 

program or not.  
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CHAPTER FIVE 

CONCLUSION 

In this chapter, the writer draws conclusion based on the analysis from the 

previous chapter. Regarding to the analysis, the writer found that from the six 

types of transitivity system of ideational metafunction, there are only three types 

of transitivity system that can be found from the speech of Ivanka Trump at G20 

Summit, namely material process, mental process and relational process. Here, the 

most appeared types of transitivity system from the speech is material process (13 

data), followed by relational process (12 data) and lastly, mental process (4 data). 

As most of political speech, Ivanka Trump’s speech also contains with specific 

political aims. Here, Ivanka as the speaker is able to convey her idea through her 

speech. As in this case, Ivanka has political ideology which is to make developed 

countries such German, Japan and United States to support and empower the 

participation of women for global economy and interestingly, the writer did not 

find any kinds of “asking” or “suggesting” languages in the speech, but Ivanka 

prefers to use strong choice of words “propose” and “must” in prioritizing the 

matter of women’s participation in the global economy. Thus, through her speech, 

Ivanka led the audience (both important people who have positions in politics and 

common audience) to in line with her in supporting the idea of empowering 

women in for global economy. 

Furthermore, the writer found that both material and relational process become the 

most types of transitivity system that are appeared is because politicians usually 

choose more objective and more persuasive processes and technique to reach their 
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goals through the audience. Thus, both material and relational processes are the 

best options that can be implemented at their political aims. Moreover, material 

and relational processes also presented as the statement of reality from the 

perspective of the audience or the hearers so that both of those processes are more 

objective than other processes. 
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