
 

 

CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of Study  

In a society where the extension of life is among our most central values, the willingness of martyrs 

to die or sacrifice their life for a cause makes them ripe for sociological inquiry (Johnson and 

Sautter, 2004). A martyr is a person who makes a sacrifice or harbors suffering because they feel 

an inherent need to do so (Barlow, 2012). It means a martyr's death is caused by the existence of 

belief from within the individual that does not mean he or she is wasting their lives for free but 

because there is a purpose in it, it can be good or bad goals (Barlow, 2012).  Being willing to die, 

literally or figuratively for others and no considering that they might deserve it or not is at the heart 

of a martyr. For Martyrs, the result is not as important as the sacrifice itself and its purpose. Martyr 

itself is one of the characters of The Self who is in the archetype of how this character tends to 

unite and collect as is the case with the martyrs as the purpose of sacrifice and it is related to the 

original patterns of the archetype. Sacrifice is the term that describes a kind of refusal or surrender 

of something valuable so that something more valuable can be obtained (L. Faherty, 1969).  

 

For example, Martyr will give up their dreams, such as getting a bachelor's degree, have children, 

or other things that are used for others who are victims of sacrifice by letting go of their dreams 

that cause resentment or anger that is forced to face by them (Barlow, 2012). There is also an 

example based on a true event that happened in which a voluntary action happened to Susan B. 

Anthony. Susan B. Anthony was a social reformer and women's rights activist in the United States 

who played an important role in the women's rights movement which she immersed herself in the 

women's movement by giving children and women their rights and freedom that were taken from 
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them until finally, she died shortly before she managed to see her efforts being valued  (Villard, 

2003). 

 

The concept of archetype which represents universal patterns and images that are part of the 

collective unconscious in which we had these archetypes through the instinctive behavior patterns 

that are within us (Jung, 2003). Jung as the original supporter of Sigmund Freud developed his 

psychoanalytic approach known as analytical psychology and expanded Freud’s idea of the 

personal unconscious called the collective unconscious and this collective unconscious was the 

place in which archetypes exist (Jung, 2003). Jung also refers to the summit of life when the hidden 

immortal emerges from the consciousness of the mortal and to the enlargement of personality by 

a good idea. Jung explained “it has the content and modes of the behavior that there are more or 

less the same everywhere and in all individuals, it is, In other words, identical in all men and thus 

constitutes a common psychic substrate of a suprapersonal nature which is present in every one of 

us” (Jung, 1991). It is difficult to understand collective unconscious without physical instructions 

or symbols that allow access to people's inner work. Jung believed that there were a group of 

symbols or archetypes which were manifestations of the unconscious and symbols of self-sacrifice 

called martyrs (Jung, 1991).  

 

A martyr is seen as a manipulative adversary but the history makes it much more virtuous. The 

word martyr comes from the Greek word that means ‘Witness’ or it can be testifying for the beliefs. 

The beliefs of the martyr can be either religious or political in nature (Hamamra, 2018). Sometimes 

there is a little distinction between culture in religious institution and state is inextricably  

intertwined. The martyr offers freedom, comfort, and life so that others may be redeemed or 

liberated (Brook, 2012).Martyrs are often called by some divine source, be it God or otherwise 
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that force the martyr into service. Through the support of the higher power or devotion to a loftier 

value the martyr is able to keep the suffering. There are two types of martyr which are shadow 

martyr and also an enlightened martyr.  

 

Shadow Martyr is the negative side of archetypes that focus on manipulation and control to 

encourage guilt to dominate others by placing themselves in a superior position, this martyr 

concept tends to make themselves sacrificed to look good in the public eye and can dominate all 

person. Meanwhile, Enlightened Martyr is the entirely objective in what is true for everyone as a 

whole and balances for everyone involved and puts yourself as the last to accept if he can get an 

acceptable balance with sacrifice, this martyr also tends to sacrifice without expecting anything in 

return as a reward or make anyone feel obliged. According to Barlow (2012) The Martyr at its 

very best is noble, selfless, reliable and strong, able to endure great suffering without becoming 

embittered by it. It means their sacrifice was for other people not for them or self-benefit. This 

research is focused to analyze the enlightened martyr which this study refers to the core of the 

martyr archetype is about doing the right thing.  

 

This study discusses the enlightened martyr used in The Lord of The Rings Trilogy by J. R. R. 

Tolkien as the author and Peter Jackson as a director. This is a fantasy adventure trilogy movie 

where the Hobbit as the main character in this movie who manages to save the world from the 

darkness (Jackson, 2001 ). The plot of the story brings out the hobbit has fears, and believes in 

himself. Frodo as the enlightened martyr in this trilogy movie due to his struggle to get to the 

mount doom to destroy the darkness, with only sincere friendship and strength in caring for each 

other with his friend’s Sam, makes Frodo to be one of the small creatures that is finally respected 

due to his courage. Hobbit themselves are known as one of the adventurous creature that tend to 
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be passive in a scene like some other films that bring up the hobbits in funny and clumsy characters 

(The Hobbit movie), However, in this trilogy the hobbit’s character, which is closely related to 

plantation workers, lives for hundreds of years and brings peace to many creatures in it from the 

sacrifice made by Frodo and Samwise. Frodo is a hobbit a Hobbit who inherited the Ring from his 

uncle named Bilbo Baggins, meanwhile Samwise Gamgee is a Hobbit who works as Frodo's 

gardener and Frodo’s friend.  

 

This research is aimed to introduced that little creature is not supposed to be underestimated from 

its characterization, but these hobbits can also be a person who brings a better world in real life. 

Sometimes we overemphasize people who look weak but they can be strong or even a hero for 

other people they want to help if we give a chance for them. The sacrifice of Frodo and Samwise 

are exemplary and their courage must be spread. Moreover, the result of this research is expected 

to be useful for the next researcher in doing the same research about martry archetype in term of 

sacrifice and for the readers this kind of archetype can help them to see the part of themself in a 

good way since this archetype discussed about enlightened martyr and also how someone can 

respect the lives of others.  

 

1.2 Research Questions 

1.2.1 How is the hobbit’s sacrifice as enlightened martyr as describe in The Lord of The Rings 

Trilogy? 

 

1.3 Research Objectives 

1.3.1 To describe the enlightened martyr archetype used in The Lord of The Rings 

  Trilogy. 
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 1.4 Use of Study  

The result of this study can be used for giving some advantages for those who want to conduct 

research about enlightened martyr by using Carl Jung’s theory. The use of this study also involve 

both theoritical and pratical uses.  

 

1.4.1 Theoritical Use 

Theoritically, in academic field, this research is intended to give more understanding and 

knowledge toward archetype analysis, especially the enlightened martyr archetype analysis or 

anything deals with the topic that has been presented in this study.  

 

1.4.2 Pratical Use  

This study is intended to give benefit to readers and the next researchers who want to research the 

same topic. For the readers, they will know on how they have to appeciate the meaning of people’s 

sacrifice, see the part of themselves in a good way and can respect the lives of others. Moreover, 

for the next researcher, it will be used for helping them to do archetype analysis.   

 

1.5 Scope of Study  

In the absence of self-benefit obtained by sacrifice can be a futile action for most people's thinking, 

or if anyone does not think in vain the people around will think that this is something to prove the 

greatness of self. In this study, the researchers analyzes The Lord of the Rings Trilogy which 

explains the meaning of hobbit’s sacrifice for many people without thinking about self-benefits 

which will open up the wider thought that there are sacrifices called enlightened martyr made 

purely without any intention behind it. 


