
CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Study

In the literary works have their own uniqueness in portraying society’s

phenomenon. It can be seen from a literary work has correlation with the society

phenomenon through the elements inside the literary work, like characters and

characterization, theme, setting, plot, and language are created by the authors.

William J. Long (2015) stated that literature is the expression in words of truth and

beauty. It is the written record of man’s spirit, of his thoughts, emotions, aspirations

and it is only history, and the only history, of the human soul. Therefore, the essence

of literary work is used as protraying the society’s phenomenon that becomes the

uniqueness in the literary work. In the literary work also can be used for people’s

thinking and behavior that appears in the real life and we can discribe it through

literary works. In this respect, the writer select one of the popular literary works in

the world entitled Emma.

Emma novel is one of the major work of fiction, it is also the curious book.

Moreover, the novel has the uniqueness issue in behavior on the main character

Emma. This literary work created by Jane Austen. One of popular authors that have

many novels. Austen’s novels tendency to sensibility. Emma is one of novel that

describes uncommon behavior someone in the life story.
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Emma was a woman who had the grandiose sense of herself-importance, believed

that she was special and unique and can only be understood by or should associate

with other special or high-status people, and she required excessive admiration. Her

mother was passed away when she was kid and lived with nurse, her name was Mrs.

Taylor but Mrs. Taylor married with Mr. Weston when she was 21 years old. Mrs.

Taylor was matched by Emma, so she felt that she had important role in Mrs. Taylor

life. However, Mr. Knightly opposed Emma. He was Emma’s friend, and he thought

that it was only a lucky guess. Everybody could do that because it did not need

effort or something struggle to do, but Emma believed that she was important for

others life. She thought that matchmaking skill was a unique talent.

Based on the story of Emma above, we can see that Emma’s character has a

grandiose sense of herself-importance and required excessive admiration based on

the story. It can be called as “narcissism complex”. This arguement in line with the

statement of Campbell & Baumeister (2006) explained that narcissistic personality

disorder (NPD) is one of the group of disorder that also includes antisocial, historic,

and borderline. For example, there may be the belief that one is smarter, more

attractive, or more creative than others. These inflated views tend to fall in the area

of social dominance rather than social warmth. Instead they want to be seen as

beings with high status and competence.

Therefore, the reason of the writer chooses Austen’s works because she portrays

the main character of her novel as a character who has uncommon personality and
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the behaviors are morally unaccepted among the society such as, has the grandiose

sense of self-importance, lack of emphaty, should be understood with special or

high-status people. There are many complexities toward the personality and the

behaviors in which Austen covers those complexity in elegant ways with sense of

arts and literature which indirectly it becomes the other attractive aspects of

Austen’s novel of Emma. However, the interesting part is actually focus on Emma

as the main character who has a freaky ambition and grandiose character for herself.

In this case, these actions which is done by the main character is included as a

character who has personality disorder.

Furthermore, the main focus of this research paper is in indicating the existence of

other personality disorder which is narcissistic personality disorder in Emma

character. Therefore, this research use narcissistic personality disorder theory in

order to find out whether Emma character has a tendency to become a narcissistic.

Surely, it needs deep understanding of the theory of narcissistic personality disorder

as well before we can indicates someone that probably has a narcissistic personality

disorder and becomes a narcissist.

It needs deeper understanding about narcissistic personality disorder theory not

only the definition but also by knowing the symptoms, the traits, the causes and the

effects. Clearly, recognizing and understanding the symptoms become the first

attempt included in indicating someone whether the person has a narcissistic

personality disorder or not. It will give a valid clarification toward the argument of

the research. Therefore, by understanding these shymptoms which related to
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narcissistic personality disorder, it will reveal whether Emma character has

narcissistic personality disorder or not.

1.2 Research Question

Based on the explanation in the background of study above, the writer formulates

into: How is Emma’s narcissistic personality reflected in Emma Novel?

1.3 Research Objective

Based on the problem statement above the objectives of this research is to explore

Emma’s narcissistic personality disorder on Emma novel by using Psychoanalysis.

1.4 Uses of Research

1.4.1 Theoretical Uses

This study gives an information and contribution to improve knowledge in studying

literature, to the future researcher especially literary student about the narcissism

approach who are interested in analyzing the similar topic about narcissism

approach in Emma by Jane Austen. This paper can bestow some contribution to

other researchers who want to do similar research and enrich reader’s knowledge

about the narcissism aspect in the novel Emma by Jane Austen.

1.4.2 Practical Uses
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The result of the study improves the writer knowledge and other people who have

interest with literary study in analyzing a Psychoanalysis. This paper can improve

the knowledge especially in narcissism complex.

1.5 Scope of Study

Based on the idea that has been explained in the background of study, the analysis

of this research focuses on the narcissism that reflected in Emma character. The

writer used study as the theory to determine how Emma character reflected in Emma

novel is being discussed.


