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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1.Background of Study 

Literary work is an author's reflection on life and culture. It is combined with the 

power of imagination and creativity which are supported by experience and 

observation. According to Klarer (2004, p.1), in most cases, literary work is referred 

to as the entirety of written expression with the restriction that not every written 

document can be categorized as literature in the more exact sense of the word. 

Furthermore, according to Goodman (2001, p.vii), the literature includes forms of 

writing which are deliberately and creatively experimented with language to 

suggest images and ideas that engage the readers‘ imagination. Literature can be 

regarded to be creative writing by an author with aesthetic values that make the 

literature art.  

Wellek and Warren (1963:22), also state that the term literature seems best if we 

limit it to the art of literature, that is, to imaginative literature. Literature is also 

produced by the imagination of the author. Literature is not just a document of facts, 

it is not just the collection of real events, though it may happen in real life. Literature 

can create its world as a product of unlimited imagination. Literary work can give 

the readers entertainment, happiness, the best thought as well as knowledge and 

mental experience. From the above explanations, it can be concluded, that literature 

is one of the mediums that draw our imagination by using literary and literature as 

a reflection of society. Besides, it helps us to know about the story in literary work, 
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especially a novel. A novel creates some aspects of structure like plot, theme, 

character, language style, and point of view (Sugira, 2004:74). 

Characters in a novel always have their role, the story will not be interesting to read 

if the character only has one characteristic. In a novel, there is always one character 

who is the main character who will always exist from the beginning of the story 

until the end of the story. However, the character's changing characteristic in a novel 

can be something that interests readers to follow the storyline in the novel.  

This also means that the character can be understood through and at the same time 

be clarified by the background conditions that raise it. The static person from the 

beginning of his appearance to the end of the story is either black (bad character) 

or white (good character), the black is never gradually white and the white one is 

not expressed by the blackish element. On the other hand, one character could be 

experiencing another character. This is called character development. Character 

development explained in An Introduction to Theories of Human Development, 

development is explained as a series of changes that are moving forward in a 

measurable pattern as a result of the interaction between biological and 

environmental factors (Salkind, 2004: 4). From the definition above, It can be said 

that character development is caused by his/her interaction with the environment 

and society that change his/her character. He actively interacts with the 

environment, whether social, natural or otherwise that will affect his attitude, 

character, and behavior. 

Related with the character development, there is one novel entitled The Shack, by 

William Paul Young. In this study, the writer wants to focus on all characters in the 

novel because all characters have their contribution to building the story. This novel 
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tells about the main character, Mack and his belief in his God. Missy, Mack's 

youngest daughter, disappears after Mack managed to rescue his two drowned 

children in the lake. Every effort has been tried by police officers to search for 

Missy. Until one day, evidence of Missy's disappearance was found in a hut deep 

in the forest. The evidence was only Missy's shirt that had been covered in blood. 

Missy was declared dead without ever being found. Mack, as the father feels 

depressed and blames himself for this event. Mack also feels that God did not help 

him to find his daughter and that is the reason Mack did not believe in God anymore 

and also because of his past that was painful because his father tortured his mother. 

He thinks that God does not help him and his mother. After this tragedy happened, 

his family always support him but he still blames himself. Then, one day he got an 

invitation from Papa (God name from Nan, Mack’s wife). Then, he goes to the 

shack alone because he wants to meet Papa and in this journey, he experienced a 

spiritual journey. He meets with Papa, Jesus, and Holy Spirit and in this place, Mack 

learns many things include how to forgive, and accept what has done. But, at the 

end of the story, Mack becomes a person who believes and loves God so much. 

The Shack was published in November 2007, and it contains 256 pages. This novel 

becomes the USA Today bestseller, it has sold 1 million copies as of June 8, 2008. 

This novel also became the No. 1 seller on The New York Times Best Seller List 

from June 2008 to early 2010, and in 2009. this novel got the “Diamond Award” 

for sales of over 10 million copies by the Evangelical Christian Publishers 

Association. 

This novel gives the reader the experience of finding the truth. William Paul Young 

creates a character that builds the story becomes a very interesting topic. He can 
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bring the reader into all the events and changes that occur to the character, ranging 

from hope, sadness, and depression felt by the character. That is why the author 

chooses this novel to be discussed. Besides, the study is expected to be able to add 

scientific treasures, especially in the field of literature studies in analyzing character 

and characteristics to make varieties.  

In this study, the writer wants to use a structuralism approach by Algirdas Julien 

Greimas. Because all the characters in the novel give a big contribution to Mack 

(the main character). All the characters are Mack, Nancy (Mack’s wife), Josh, 

Emily, Missy, God (Papa), Holy Spirit, Jesus, Mack’s Dad, Mack’s mom. By using 

the structuralism approach and the theory, the writer will analyze all the characters 

in Mack’s surroundings to see the contribution of the other characters toward Mack 

so then Mack experiencing character development. Because of that, the writer uses 

Algirdas Julien Greima's theory to analyze every character.  

Using This structuralism approach can help the writer to describe the character 

development process of the main character in the novel. Besides, this study also 

uses the theory from Algirdas Julien Greimas about the structuralism theory. This 

theory contains six models: Sender, Object, Receiver, Helper, Subject, and 

Opponent. So, the contribution of this study to the readers and for the students who 

take English Literature as their major is to know more about the character 

development.  
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1.2.Research Questions 

According to the ideas which have been presented in the background of the study 

previously, the writer tries to analyze the novel by formulating the problems as 

follows:  

1. What is the character development of Mack as seen in the novel, The Shack? 

2. What are the factors that influence the character development of Mack as 

seen in this novel?   

1.3.Objective Of Study 

Based on the explanation of the problem that already stated by the writer previously, 

the purpose of this paper is to reveal Mack’s character and the factors that influence 

the character development of Mack as seen in this novel. This character 

development information also can be a benefit for us to explore more knowledge, 

especially about character development. 

1.4.Uses Of Study 

By doing this analytical study, there are several uses for the readers to whom the 

writer desire to share with, namely: 

1.4.1. Theoretical Use 

This research is helpful to provide the readers to know the moral values contained 

in The Shack, written by William Paul Young. Also, this research can increase 

knowledge in the field of literature as well as being a benchmark and guideline for 

consideration and reference source for researchers who will conduct similar 

research. 
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1.4.2. Practical Uses 

1) For students and university students, this research is useful to increase the 

appreciation of literature and is expected to motivate them to produce new ideas 

that are more creative and innovative in the future.  

2) For the authors, this study can add insight and knowledge about the novel, 

especially on moral values contained in the novel.  

3) For the general public, this research can provide knowledge and open up 

horizons of thought for literature students. 

1.5.Scope of the Study 

In this study, the writer wants to limit this research, because it is impossible that a 

study discusses all aspects of the issue. The writer certainly examines a particular 

problem that has limitations in analyzing an object of study, concerning this 

research. The writer using the material object in the form of the novel entitled is The 

Shack, by William Paul Young, and in this research, the only clear and deep focus 

is on the development process of the main character “Mack”. The data is taken from 

the dialog and narrations in the story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


