
 

 

CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents the background of the study, research question, research 

objective, uses of the study, and scope of the study. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

A Critical Discourse Analysis has been one of the approaches in discourse study 

that contributes to the social issue such as sexual violence (Fairclough, 1995). It 

tries to uncover the power and ideologies because discourse has functions both as 

a media to transfer information as well as to shape a certain mental image. For 

instance, nowadays, power and ideologies conveyed by discourse has been closely 

related to mass media. On the other hand, in this field, linguists are acquainted 

with the term Social Actors Representation, this term refers to how a person, or 

group of people or even an ideology depicted through a text. Fairclough (2004) 

pointed out that social actors are usually participant in clauses, though they may 

not be, meaning not all participants in certain event can be called as social actors. 

Accordingly, according to Van Leeuwen’s theory (2008) There are two choices in 

a way to represent social actors, they are exclusion or inclusion and Personal or 

Impersonal (Fairclough, 2004). In addition, according to World Health 

Organization (2012) sexual violence encompasses acts that arrange from verbal 

harassment to forced penetration.  

 

Related to the theory and definition above, the researcher will examine social 

actors representation in the news reporting on sexual violence in selected English 
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online newspaper using the theory of social actor network by Van Leeuwen 

(2008) as nowadays newspaper have been considered as one of the strongest 

instruments for spreading out information which also influences public perception 

(Pekkarinen, 2016). It is considered imperative since the language is possibly 

purposively taken by the author. That purpose can be either to persuade the 

society to support or to marginalize certain person or group.  In accordance, the 

newspaper selected are The Jakarta Post and The New York Times. The researcher 

chooses sexual violence to be analyzed since this social practice is an issue that 

affects all parts of society (Pekkarinen,2016) and also arise comprehensive 

responses. In addition, many parties speculate that there is injustice in presenting 

the news reporting on sexual violence since victims who are mostly women are 

portrayed poorly compare to perpetrators, so that perpetrators gain more sympathy 

from public, furthermore, as the basic of supposition, the chosen newspapers are 

choose as there might be some disparities in the way these two newspapers 

portray the news actor owing to distinction in perspective and background. 

 

Moreover, many studies have discussed about critical analysis of social actors 

such as Risdaneva (2018) investigated the portrayal of women in the news 

reporting of sexual violence, Pekkarin (2018) conducted an investigation towards 

the actor of sexual violence in select US news articles, and Qanitat (2015) 

investigated the social actor representation on Islamic issues on two online 

newspapers. All the findings indicate that there is differentiation in portraying 

victim and perpetrator, the victim portrayed mostly either as passive or as the 

cause of the issue, moreover the perpetrator portrayed either as an active or 
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passive actor in news in order to lead people to certain perspective.  Furthermore, 

this research is expectedly gives the reader overview about how text can depict a 

person or a group or an ideology through the diction and phrases they used in text. 

The theory about social actor network proposed by Van Leeuwen (2008) is used 

as the framework, moreover previous study contribute in giving information about 

theory and condition in the past. Thus, the researcher believe that the present 

study will bring significant to the society. 

  

1.2 Research Question 

The study is geared towards answering the following research question: 

How social actors are represented in news reporting sexual violence in The New 

York Times and The Jakarta Post newspapers? 

 

1.3 Research Objective  

In regard that mass media such as newspapers can be a tool to shape society’s 

perspective toward social issue such as sexual violence through the news they 

exposed, besides, there are parties speculate that there is injustice in presenting the 

actor involved in sexual violence case. Therefore, this study is aiming at analyzing 

how social actors are represented in news reporting sexual violence in The New 

York Times and The Jakarta Post newspapers. 
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1.4 Uses of Study 

1.4.1 Theoretical Use 

This research could provide information related to Social actor representation and 

Critical Discourse Analysis. Further, this research can enrich the reader’s 

knowledge and understanding about Critical Discourse Analysis. The findings 

expectedly will bring significance in the field of linguistics as it provides the 

evidance in the implementation of the theory proposed by Van Lauween about 

social actor network in real life. 

 

1.4.2 Practical Use 

Practically this research will give contribution to some parties. For lecturer from 

English Department, this research can be an example in explaining the 

implementation of CDA. For students particularly who take English Literature 

and majoring Linguistics, this research also can enlarge their knowledge and 

understanding about CDA. In addition, this research also expectedly gives the 

reader overview about type of strategy adopt by particular journalist in 

representing certain person, group of people, or an ideology through the diction 

and phrases they used in text, moreover it expected to give background 

knowledge how text can depict a person or a group. For other researchers, the 

findings and the discussion of the research expectedly will bring signficance, 

therefore it can be used as a reference to conduct similar research on different 

topic, and make other researcher become more critical towards certain issue 

particularly in printed media and mass media. 
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1.5    Scope of the Study 

This research will focus on examining the way both The New York Times and 

The Jakarta Post newpaper represented their articles about news reporting on 

sexual violence started from the middle to the late  2018 using the theory of social 

actor network proposed by Van Leeuwen (2008) Particularly about exclusion that 

consist of suppression and backgrounding and inclusion consist of activation, 

passivation, specification, categorization, nomination. However this research will 

focus on how the journalist of both newspaper represent the participant or the 

social actor in the news. The data to be analyzed were in the form of sentences, 

words, or clauses from the news. Moreover, considering limitation in time and 

energy, the resercher analyzed the online version of newspaper instead of the 

printed version which were not published in researcher’s current country and city.


