
CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

 

As the development of new technology, newspaper develops the way they distribute 

information. In addition, newspaper is divided into two types which are online 

newspaper and printed newspaper. Newspaper has an important role to give 

information to the society.  Moreover, Nasir (2013) also said that media i.e. 

television, magazine, radio and newspaper have basic purposes to give information, 

education, entertainment and creating public opinion. This information implies that 

newspaper has positive contributions to introduce certain position of an institution 

or organization in social environment. At some point, newspaper considered as one 

of the main channels providing people with the information regarding political 

events or the social issues that happen in the society. In this research, the writer 

used online newspaper as the object to help the writer finds the data. Because, Smith 

(2005) stated that online newspaper provides the opportunity to develop a whole 

new way to present journalism. So, this new technique in presenting news use 

internet as tool to distribute information since gadget and internet access cannot be 

separated in this millennium era. 

 

Further, Nasir (2013) also stated that online newspaper also have the most 

significant role in shaping or changing people point of view about the event that 

happen in the world. Usually, society only gives the attention to the information 
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and the issue being reported in reading news article. They tend to not consider to 

the certain perspective that may exist in the text to influence their point of view 

about the event.  

 

Indonesian presidential election issue is one of the national issues that take the deep 

interest of the Indonesian news media. The issue are exposed rapidly by media both 

electronic and newspaper. Also, online newspaper is one of news media that 

becomes people choices to know about presidential election issue since the reader 

can simply open online newspaper by using their gadget. The issue that is 

mentioned before also influences the writer to examine The Jakarta Post (TJP) for 

giving information of trending topic of presidential election in Indonesia which has 

two candidates consist of Jokowi Widodo and Prabowo Subianto as presidential 

candidate and Ma’ruf Amin and Sandiaga Uno as vice presidential candidate.  

 

The first pair consists of Jokowi Widodo and Ma’ruf Amin. Ir. H. Joko Widodo, 

born on  June 21 1961, is an Indonesian politician who served as governor of Jakarta 

in 2012 after becoming the mayor of Surakarta 2005-2009 and 2010-2015. He is 

better known by his nickname Jokowi. Due to his high popularity in tackling 

complex problems in Jakarta, Jokowi received a mandate from Megawati to be the 

presidential candidate of the party PDI-P in 2014. Also, he succeed and ran again 

for the presidency in 2019 with Ma’ruf Amin as his partner. Ma'ruf Amin, born 11 

March 1943, is an Indonesian Islamic scholar and politician. He is currently the 

chairman of the Majelis Ulama Indonesia or Indonesian Ulema Council. Following 
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his candidacy, he resigned as Supreme Leaderof the Nahdlatul Ulama (NU), the 

world's largest Islamic organization. 

The Second pair consists of Prabowo Subianto and Sandiaga Uno. Prabowo 

Subianto Djojohadikusumo was born 17 October 1951. He is an Indonesian 

businessman, politician and former Lieutenant General of the Indonesian National 

Armed Forces. In the 2009 presidential election, he ran unsuccessfully for the vice-

presidency as Megawati Sukarno putri's running mate. He contested the 2014 

presidential election and was defeated by Jakarta Governor Joko Widodo. Sandiaga 

Salahuddin Uno, born 28 June 1969, is an Indonesian businessman, investor and 

politician as well as the Deputy Governor of Jakarta. He was elected along with 

Anies Baswedan in the 2017 Jakarta gubernatorial election after defeating 

incumbent pair Basuki Tjahaja Purnama and Djarot Saiful Hidayat. He resigned the 

office to run as Prabowo Subianto's running mate for the 2019 Indonesian 

presidential election.  

The issue of 2019 presidential election also takes serious concern because for 

Indonesians involve and take a part on this situation which be held once every five 

years. Also, this issue is interesting to be investigated because there were many 

"referents" to appoint those candidates for example: Jokowi’s win possible 

cheating; Ma’aruf is chinese; Prabowo is forcing supporters to support him; 

Sandiaga is tired of the attitude of Prabowo, etc. Regarding the influence of news 

media in formatting and shaping reader’s perspective toward the certain issue, it is 

really important to see how online newspaper in different political context present 

and interpret many issues including presidential election issue. This research will 

conduct under the study of Critical Discourse Analysis using The Discourse-
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Historical Approach for examining the how presidential candidates are represented 

on online newspaper. Beside, analyzing news media by using CDA can help the 

reader understand why each actor reported in news media differently.  

 

1.2 Research Question 

 

Referring to the background of the study above, the writer formulates the problem 

formulation by questioning: How did The Jakarta Post online newspaper represent 

the candidates of Indonesian presidential election 2019? 

 

1.3 Research Objective 

 

Based on the research question that has been already stated before, the purpose of 

this research is to find and explain The Jakarta Post in representing presidential 

election issue by contrasting the candidates from online newspaper. 

 

1.4 Uses of the Study 

1.4.1 Theoretical Use 

 

Theoretically, this research can give more input and contribution to the 

development of linguistics study. In addition, the research can give advantage for 

people who are interested to conduct a research. Surely, the reader will need many 

references about theories used in a research. In this respect, the reader will get 

comprehensive understanding toward the theory about Discourse-Historical 

Approach used by the writer in case they want to apply similar theory and additional 
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information related to how newspaper can be bias in presenting the issues. Thus the 

writer hopes that all of the theoritical information in the research able to improve 

the comprehension of the reader toward the discussion. 

1.4.2 Practical Use 

 

Practically, the writer hopes this research will elevate and increase reader’s 

knowledge about Critical Discourse Analysis and to show the appropriate 

Discourse-Historical Approach in the context given. In this respect, the readers of 

online newspaper more aware of the way news is delivered that newspaper can give 

certain tendencies toward certain issue in disseminating information. Thus, it will 

raise the consciousness of readers about the structured and hidden meaning of text-

written or spoken, especially news. 

 

1.5 Scope of the Study 

 

In this research, the writer focuses on analyzing the representation of presidential 

election issue articles started on August 2018 until on May 2019 who concerns 

towards two candidates of presidential election reflected in The Jakarta Post news 

articles. This research is conducted under the study of Critical Discourse Analysis 

using The Discourse-Historical Approach from Wodak (2009). 

 

 

 

 


