
CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of Study 

 

Politics pertains to the process of struggling for power According to Bayram, (2010). 

It is a struggle for power in order to put certain political, economic and social ideas into 

practice. In this process, language plays a crucial role, for every political action is 

prepared, accompanied, influenced and played by language. Language is used to 

convince other people. In politics, there are so many political actions which involved 

language as a media to communicate in front of public which matter a lot as such 

political campaign, political debate, political speech and etc. In order to know the 

power of language through political discourse analyses, political speech is chosen to 

be the object of this research to know how speech delivered by influence people could 

make a substantial impact to the world. 

 

Political speech is a genre of political discourse and is part of public discourse. 

However, good speeches are time consuming: research, structure, tone, style, language 

all combine together to create an impact on those listening and convince them by sheer 

force of argument. So, in this case language has a big role for the politician in delivering 

speech especially in certain international event. 

 

The use of an edgy title or controversial sound-bite in order to attract attention is often 



necessary, but can also spell disaster. So, it is necessary for politicians to deliver the 

speech use such a high turnover, proper analogy, attractive diction, right maxim, 

figurative language, or rhetorical devices to attract public’s intention. So the messages 

which implied inside the speech could be easier to be understood by the audiences.  

 

Rhetoric is the use of language in such a way as to produce a desired impression upon 

the hearer or reader (Burke, 1952). It has purposes such as to persuade and invite 

people to do the action and agree with the speaker’s argumentation. Rhetoric becomes 

a major concern since it is very important while delivering the argumentation. Griffin 

(2010) stated that rhetoric is the ability to see the available means of persuasion. It 

focuses on the intentional act of using words to have an effect.  

 

One good speech could persuade, convert and compel the listeners. Regarding on this 

statement, the writer choose a speech by one of the 100 most influence people in the 

world according Time Magazine which is Joko Widodo as  the President of Indonesia. 

He is well-known as Jokowi. He is the seventh President of Indonesia. He is the one 

who reinvigorated Jakarta politics, with publicized blusukan visits and improving the 

city’s bureaucracy, reducing corruption in the process. In his recent international 

speech on IMF-World Bank Plenary Annual Meeting place in Bali (12nd October 2018) 

which had been appreciated by several world class leaders, investors and analysts and 

had been reaped accolade by the IMF Managing Director Christine Lagarde and World 

Bank President Jim Yong Kim. Even it has booming on twitter reached above 15K 

tweets along that moment. It proved that Jokowi succeeded in took a chance to catch 



world’s intention to state what has to be revealed through one of the largest 

international economic meeting in the world.  

 

In his speech, he connected to “Game of Thrones” popular TV series to warn of new 

crisis from trade war. He warned that “winter is coming” and it can bring massive 

destruction to the world. Through this speech, Jokowi tries to represent the real global 

trade war condition with “Game of Throne” TV series. He contrasted between some 

countries who compete in real life and the competition of “Great Houses”, or “Great 

Families” in TV series. He intends to urge the global leaders to avoid the conflict, 

rivalry, ever-shifting allegiances that drives the sword and sorcery in TV series. He also 

pointed out some pressing concern that also require strong cooperation from countries 

to tackle the climate change and a polluted food chain because of marine debris which 

imply as “The Night King” in the series. So, those are the main concern which will be 

explored and discussed in which part those terms include in rhetorical devices context.  

 

Furthermore, Jokowi reminded about the financial crisis which happened in 2008 and 

warned the audiences of IMF World Bank Plenary that economic problems which has 

to be face lately predicted could be worse than 2008. So, the expectation ahead of this 

speech were sky high, for the world’s prosperity and a better economic. Because of 

that, this research would like to investigate those problems which potential to be 

happened in the future.  

 

 



This research is important to be conducted in order to uncover what are the textual and 

contextual meaning through analyzing rhetorical devices which underlying the speech 

then unveil his plans and strategies for economic problem. By doing rhetorical analysis, 

the writer will be able to understand how to give the argumentation especially the 

speaker who has a power in society, such as Jokowi as the Indonesian President. The 

writer takes this speech as the object because the writer wants to know how his 

statements are powerful and also caused the reactions from the society, either the 

society agrees about his statement or not. These fundamental reasons become the basic 

motive, why this subject properly to be analyzed.  

 

1.2 Research Questions 

Based on the background of stud, the research question of this research are: 

1. What are the propositions found in Jokowi’s speech? 

2. What are the rhetorical devices found in Jokowi’s speech? 

 

1.3 Research Objectives 

The main objective of this study is to critically analyze the discourses (CDA) of 

President Joko Widodo in Opening Plenary of the IMF-World Bank Annual Meeting. 

These two are; 

1. To reveal the proposition which are existed in Jokowi’s speech. 

2. To find out what kind of rhetorical devices and how those rhetorical devices 

constructed in this speech. 

 



1.4 Uses of the Study 

The uses of this research are Theoretical uses and practical uses. 

1.4.1 Theoretical Use 

The writer hopes that this research can be used as one of the references for the next 

researchers who conduct the similar topic that is about critical discourse analysis 

designed by Teun Van Dijk. 

 

1.4.2 Practical Use 

Then practically use, hopefully, the result of this research can be used as a reference in 

the field of discourse analyses, hopefully this study will be useful as a guideline if there 

are further researchers who want to discuss similar problems, especially about the 

political discourse analyses in the context of speech. 

 

1.5 Scope of the Study 

Since approaches and methods of Political Discourse Analysis are diverse, the writer 

only use the theory designed by Teun Van Dijk. Linguistically, rhetoric is divided into 

two fields, oral and writing communication. However, this study only focus on oral 

communication especially in the context of political speech. The writer will do depth 

investigation to find how many kind rhetorical devices which exist in this speech and 

how those the rhetorical devices constructed in this speech. Then, the limitation of this 

study is that the writer focuses on analyzing Jokowi’s speech in IMF-World Bank 

Plenary Annual Meeting 2018 by using rhetorical devices with CDA approach focusing 

on macrostructure, supra-structure, and microstructure level of Teun Van Dijk model. 


