
CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Background of the study 

Communication is a basic feature of human life that cannot be separated from all 

areas of life.Therefore, every human being always communicate each other with 

their own ability in communicate. Hanson (2013, 53) stated mass communication 

is a process of communication of an individual or institution which used 

technology to send a message to a large, mixed audience. Both a communication 

individually or an institution communicate both to a small and large audience to 

communicate and ideas and soon. Hanson explain even though people often use 

the terms mass communication and mass media interchangeably, in fact, they are 

different. Mass communication is a process, whereas the mass media is just a tool 

of technology used to send a message to society. Mass media spread  news with 

variety of topics, one of them is news about cigarettes. During the last 10 years, 

state revenues from cigarette excise have increased. Data from the Central 

Statistics Agency (BPS) shows that in 2016 state revenues from cigarette excise 

reached Rp 145.53 trillion. The increasing proportion of tobacco excise tax on 

state revenues is a sign of how big role of cigarette industry in Indonesian 

economy.  

The high contribution of cigarette industry to the Indonesian economy cannot be 

separated from the large number of smokers in Indonesia. Data from Basic Health 

Research (Riskesdas), the prevalence of smokers in Indonesia very high, 

especially for men, until 2013 there are about 252 million population of smokers  

in Indonesia. Ironically, based on the release of the Ministry of Health, the 
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government's burden of cigarettes and tobacco are higher than the amount of 

tobacco excise contributions to state revenues, a loss in 2013 reach Rp. 378.75 

trillion. Furthermore, on 25 January 2018, Jakarta Post put a piece of news about 

study of Heart attack risk high with one cigarette a day. Professor at University 

College London, whose paper analysed 141 previous studies said "If someone 

smokes one cigarette instead of 20 per day, intuitively we’d think that the risk 

drops to 1/20, or five percent. They found that men who lit up once a day had 46 

percent of the excess risk of heart disease associated with smoking a full pack a 

day, much higher than expected. For strokes, the excess risk was 41 percent.  

On contrary, Jakarta Post put the news entitled “Divine cigarettes used to treat 

cancer” the article stated many in the medical field might raise an eyebrow upon 

hearing that cigarette smoke can be good for one’s health, given the numerous 

findings relating tobacco use to an increase in  the risk of cancer. Both news 

above, the news illustrated that one newspaper can report cigarettes with a 

negative perspective and positive perspective towards cigarettes. In fact, people 

are exposed to information  about the world by news media, since news media are 

very powerful in shaping public’s perception, as a result, this information about 

the world can shape public perceptions.Beside, when people read The Jakarta Post 

newspapers, it can affect public perceptions such as the perception of Jakarta post 

about cigarette. So it's important to see how news content about cigarettes 

compiled, so that it can describe how cigarettes are represented and how people 

perceive cigarettes after reading the Jakarta Post newspaper. Therefore the 

researcher conducts this research. This study describes the representation of 

cigarettes in mass media in The Jakarta Post website using theoretical & 
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methodology approach, those are Critical discourse Analysis approach and Corpus 

linguistic approach. The researcher analyses Jakarta Post newspaper the article,  in 

a small but salient on the representation of cigarette in newspaper. The researcher 

explored the representation of a word cigarette and examined how a wide range of 

topics related to cigarette were covered in the media. This research allowed us to 

more widely consider how the representation of Cigarette beyond Cigarette itself 

by letting us focus on how we look deeper and see how the representation of the 

word cigarette itself is represented. 

 

1.2. Research questions 

Based on the background of study described earlier, the researcher describing 

problem formulation as follows: 

How is the representation of "cigarettes" in The Jakarta Post newspaper? 

 

1.3. Objective of the study 

Based on the problem formulation above, so the objectives of this study as follow: 

This study aims to describe the representation of cigarettes depicted in the news 

media on the website of The Jakarta Post based on the Textual, Discourse 

Practice, and Social Practice dimension from Fairclough. Moreover, the writer 

will explain and describe each collocation and keywords in cigarettes text corpus. 

 

1.4. The use of the study 

Following the objective of the study above, the writer divides the uses of the study 

in two parts; those are theoretical and practical as follow: 
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1.4.1. Theoretical uses 

Theoretically, it is expected to be able to show and contribute to the field of 

thought and knowledge of how the representation of a word through the CDA and 

Corpus linguistic methods. This research can also be used to find out how a word 

is represented in a mass media Jakarta post newspaper, as well as add insight to 

researchers in the field of discourse, especially the analysis of critical discourse 

analysis. 

1.4.2. Practical uses 

Practically, this research is expected to foster awareness of the public in 

addressing the discourses presented by the media in how mass media represent 

cigarette itself. Audiences who have critical awareness are expected to be able to 

choose which ones can be trusted according to the reality and can increase 

knowledge so that they are wiser, smarter, and open-minded,  in fact cigarette 

have a variety representation in a media on its pro and contra. 

 

1.5. Scope of the study 

This study shows the representation of cigarette in a mass media. This research is 

limited to cigarette representation analysis in news articles on the online site the 

Jakarta Post which discusses cigarette and smoker. The representation is seen in 

the text using two methods, those are the Critical Discourse Analysis and Corpus 

Linguistic, while Corpus linguistic is a tool to calculate the Collocates and 

Keywords emerged in the cigarette article on the online site The Jakarta Post 

newspaper in 2015 – 2019. 

 


