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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of Study. 

In general, someone who learns L2 (second language) has difficulty in 

pronunciation and making a sentence. They know some vocabularies, but they 

don't know how to recite them and how to use the main part of sentence or in 

context. Similar to writing problem, in speaking, the learner of L2 may firstly 

make any problem or error since the system of sound in their mother tongue is 

different. Thus frequently, they experience errors when pronouncing vocabulary 

in English, but these errors are a process of learning. 

 

The problem that often occurs in the pronunciation of each person due to 

differences in the social background of each person, where they often use their 

mother tongue that is what affects the pronunciation process in English. Evidence 

is logic because they are used to speaking in Indonesian language or their local 

language as their mother tongue. Most Indonesian students face different in 

English utterance because they get English by learning while they face no 

different in Indonesian language because they get it by acquiring.  This is often 

experienced by some students who are still learning English for the first time.  

 

Not only in Indonesia, in developing countries, students also find it difficult to 

recite correct English like students in Japan (Smith, 2012) and Thai students, they 

also have little difficulty in learning English, due to differences in pronunciation 
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between their mother tongue, and pronunciation in English (Tehlah, 2012). It was 

explained that, they only learned about how to pronounce it correctly, without 

using the correct use of stress. This is supported by Lanteigne (2006: 1), he 

confirms that "difficulties in learning English occur due to the fact that some of 

English sounds do not exist in the mother tongue of the learners”.  

 

Second language acquisition, segmental features and suprasegenmental features in 

learning, might also very important, because these two elements are part of 

linguistics and phonology which are still rarely known by some people. Segmental 

is a phoneme that can be divided. For example, when we say "Bahasa", the noun 

that is sounded (read: phoneme), can be divided into three syllables: ba-ha-sa. Or 

divided into smaller ones to become: b-a-h-a-s-a.These suprasegmental features 

will be the focus on this research. The researcher considers that suprasegmental 

features concern with production of sounds. “Suprasegmental features include 

pitch, stress, intonation, and accent. English learner may produce the foreign 

sound correctly, but if the suprasegmental features of the mother tongue 

transferred to the foreign language, the native speaker will stamp their speech as 

“foreign”” (Fromkin, 1997:216).In both of these elements, we can learn the 

importance of using stress, intonation, pitch, which is correct in English 

pronunciation. In the context of second language acquisition, prosody features 

also called suprasegmental features (Huang and Jun, 2008) intonation, and stress 

(Gilakjani, 2012). 
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What Fromkin stated is suitable for the student of English as a foreign language. 

If the students’ mother tongue is Indonesian, they will have speech as a native 

because Bahasa Indonesia is their mother tongue, butit will be different when they 

speak English because English, that is not their mother language. Therefore, when 

they speak English, they will pronounce it according to the pronunciation of 

foreigners, not like their other tongue, and when they speak in English, they will 

produce suprasegmental features that are different from the native speake, because 

they rarely use English as their daily conversation, and maybe it will affect the 

pronunciation, because they rarely use suprasegmental features in daily 

conversations, such as stress and intonation. For someone who learns L2, 

suprasegmental features is very important, because not only in pronunciation, they 

also have to learn how to put the correct stress on each word in English, because 

the difference in intonation and stress produced by students will affect the original 

meaning. 

 

As said above, suprasegmental features learn about the use of stress, and correct 

intonation in pronunciation, because it is important to learn English for L2 

learners or EFL students. Suprasegmental features must be the center for EFL 

students, especially for EFL students who are majoring in English literature, they 

must recite it correctly, because we know that the English literature department is 

one of the departments in which the pronunciation of English approaches the 

Native speakers in their pronunciation correctly, and because of that students who 

are majoring in English literature will be an example for other students, about 

correct pronunciation, use of correct suprasegmental features. 
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According to Weda (2012), the use of word stress is still rarely used by students, 

because the pronunciation is different from the Indonesian language or your 

mother tongue with English, and this is a factor for Indonesian learners who learn 

English 

 

There are still many students who are not familiar with the importance of using 

suprasegmental features in learning English, so the writer wants to analyze the use 

of suprasegmental features for students who are majoring in English literature. Do 

they use correct English, such as the use of stress and proper intonation according 

to the English dictionary. 

 

Students at Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia, many are required to recite English 

properly and correctly, because they are one example for L2 Learners, about how 

to pronounce good and correct English, so the writer want to know if they are 

using suprasegmental features the features are good and correct or not, such as the 

use of stress and correct intonation in their class conversations. 

 

Here the writer is interested in researching the differences speech produced by 

students in Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia to find out the characteristic of their 

speech, especially the prosodic feature. This is the collective term used to describe 

variations in pitch, loudness, tempo, and rhythm. These features are all involved 

in intonation, stress, and rhythm. After researching this object, the researcher tries 

to measure how far their ability in pronouncing English sounds. By measuring 

their ability in pronouncing English words, the writer will find their characteristic 
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of their pronunciation.  By doing that, the teachers can give more attention to the 

students speech to minimize misunderstanding for the hearer because of these 

differences. 

 

1.2 Research Question 

To fulfill the purpose of the current study, the following research question is: 

How do the students’ produce word stress and intonation in reading English 

text? 

 

1.3 Objective of the study  

In this research, the researcher formulates the objectives of the study as follows: 

To find out how the produce word stress and intonation in reading English text. 

 

1.4 Uses of the Study  

The use of study are divided into two, they are theoretical uses and practical uses. 

1.4.1 Theoretical Uses 

This research hopefully can give contributions for the next researchers as 

one of the references who learn linguistic study, also can give information 

for the readers who want to know about the use of word stress should be. 
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1.4.2 Practical uses 

Hopefully this research can help the readers and the other researchers 

about a good pronunciation and about the use of word stress and good 

intonation should be. In knowing the error that commonly happens, 

hopefully they can avoid such mistake and able. Since in English, different 

sound that is made in words, it will have a different meaning and orders. In 

this study, the author will also inform the teacher, about the real condition 

in teaching the pronunciation class and will assist the teacher to pay more 

attention to the common mistakes on pronunciation especially the word 

stress.  

1.5 Scope of Study 

According to the tittle, the object of this study is English Literature students, from 

Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia. In this study the writer focus on Suprasegmental 

features, especially in word stress and intonation produced by English Literature 

students. The writer focuses on record five students from Universitas Teknokrat 

Indonesia. All of the data gotten have been analyzed in word stress theory by 

Fraser (2001) who tells about stress is pressure that is given to each particular 

syllable in pronunciation, this is marked by presence volume, strength, change in 

tone, and the height of sentence. For the intonation theory, the writer got from 

Gimson (1997) divided intonation pattern into four group, that are, Falling 

intonation, Rising intonation, Rise-Fall intonation, and Fall-Rise intonation. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

This chapter focuses on discussing some theories which are the writer uses as her 

guidance of conducting this research. Here the writer tries to quote some opinions 

from the expert related to the writer   study and present them here. The contents of 

this chapter are;  

 

2.1 Previous Study 

Previous study is much needed in a research, since it will be very helpful for the 

next researcher. Previous study provides the example of how to do the analysis 

and to conduct the research. It also has function to regard new research finding. In 

conducting this research, the writer has found three previous studies to support the 

analysis.  

Table 2.1 Previous Studies 

Studies Objective Method Findings 

Gordon 

(2012) 

APhonological and 

Phonetic Study of 

Word-Level Stress in 

Chickasaw”. 

Qualitative 

method 

The finding of this paper 

the researcher finding paper 

presents results of a 

phonological and phonetic 

study of stress in 

Chickasaw, a Muskogean 

language spoken in south 

central Oklahoma.  

Algifari 

(2017) 

This study was 

identifying to find 

out the IET 7 

students of 

Qualitative 

method 

The researcher found that 

there were some misplaced 

stresses made by the 

students. The misplaced 
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Cambridge English 

College’s 

pronunciation of 

word stress 

comprehension. 

stress happened to the two-

syllable words, three-

syllable words, and four-

syllable words.  

Karjo 

 (2015) 

The objectives  

of this study are to 

find out whether 

English word stress 

placement is 

problematic for L2 

learners and  

to investigate the 

phonological factors 

which account for 

these problems.  

 

Qualitative 

method 

In this research, the 

researcher finding the 

mistakes that student often 

make in word 

pronunciation. 

Lathief 

 (2008) 

To investigate the 

characterisic of 

suprasegmental 

features produce by 

th efourth year 

students of English 

Letters and Language 

Department of UIN 

Malang. 

Qualitative 

method  

The finding fof this 

research is,  the students 

with high GPA used 

unstressed mostly, the 

students with average GPA 

used secondary stress 

mostly and the students 

with low GPA used 

primary stress mostly. 

 

For the first previous study, the writer get is from Gordon (2012) from University 

of California with the title is “A Phonological and Phonetic Study of Word-Level 

Stress in Chickasaw”. The finding of this paper the researcher finding paper 

presents results of a phonological and phonetic study of stress in Chickasaw, a 

Muskogean language spoken in south central Oklahoma. Three degrees of stress 
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are differentiated acoustically, with primary stressed vowels having the highest f0 

(pitch) and greatest duration and intensity, unstressed vowels having the lowest f0 

and shortest duration and intensity, and secondary stressed vowels displaying 

intermediate f0, duration, and intensity values.The present study is based on data 

from eight Chickasaw speakers, five females and three males. All speakers were 

over the age of sixty; all speak English in addition to Chickasaw. Data from two 

of the female speakers and the male speakers were collected in Oklahoma in 1996, 

while data from the remaining three female speakers were gathered in Los 

Angeles in 2002. 

 

The second previous study are come from Algifari (2017) from Universitas Islam 

NegeriAlaudin Makassar, with the tittle is “Analyzing Students Pronunciations 

of Word Stress of IET 7 Students of Cambridge English Collage (CEC) 

Makassar”. In this research, the researcher used descriptive qualitative, and the 

subjects of this research were the students of Cambridge English College (CEC) 

Makassar who had been joining the International English Training 7 in 015 for 

approximately three months chronologically. The researcher used a test as the 

instrument. The test that had been given was a reading passage. The subject of 

research read the words loudly. The researcher collected the data by giving a test 

the student one by one. Every student had been given same test. 

 

In the second previous study, the researcher found that there were some misplaced 

stresses made by the students. The misplaced stress happened to the two-syllable 

words, three-syllable words, and four-syllable words. The misplaced word stresses 
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made by the students were quite similar.  It was also found that the Indonesian 

accent was causing the students misplaced the word stress. The researcher found 

that the students mention a word with Indonesian accent, for instance; success. 

The word “success” mentioned “suc – ‘cess” in English pronunciation which is 

stressed on the second syllable whereas the students placed the stress on the first 

syllable (‘suc – cess) which more soundslike Indonesian accent. 

 

The third previous study is Karjo (2015) on her research “Accounting for L2 

Learners’ Errors in Word Stress Placement”.In this study, the researcher use a 

qualitative method to his research. Karjo used the participants for this study were 

30 English Department students of a private university in Jakarta, with all were 

adult college-age (age range = 18-38 years old). There are two major findings in 

his study. The first one, it was confirmed that stress placement is indeed 

problematic for L2 learners due to the unavailability of similar stress system in 

their native language (in this case Indonesian). Moreover, in two-syllable words, 

the penult (initial) stress words were mostly misplaced like the word “reseach, 

structure”, while in three syllable words, the final syllable stress words were 

causing stress placement errors, like the word “Conference, and concencrate”.  

 

The second major finding of this study is that stress placement errors were caused 

by five phonological factors, which arethe first factor was vowel height. Students 

often placed stress on the syllables which contain low front vowels as the peak 

(/e/, /ɛ/, or /æ/), thus it was because of the influence of vowel height. The second 

factor is mispronunciation of [prəˈhɪbɪt], students pronounce ‘pro’ as [pro].  The 
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third one is the influence of vowel length. Students tended to place stress on 

syllables with long vowels [daɪˈnæmɪks]. The fourth factor is misidentification of  

syllable  structure  as  can  be  found  in  the  word ‘distribute’ [d’stribjut], 

students  sometimes  assigned  stress  on  words containing the leter ‘o’ or ‘a’ as 

in ‘contribute’ [kənˈtri:bjut].Therefore, the research from Karjo, gave 

understanding to the writer about what are the mistakes that students often make 

in word pronunciation that they often do. 

 

The last previous study that the writer get, is come from Lathief (2008) entitled“A 

contrastive Anlysis on English Suprasegmental Features produced by the 

Engish Department Students of UIN Malang”.In this research, the researcher 

used descriptive qualitative as his method to get the data, and here the researcher 

describe about suprasegmental features produce by fourth year students of English 

Letters and Language Department of Humanities and Culture Faculty of UIN 

Malang. The researcher used 10 students based on the High, middle and low GPA 

from UIN Malang. The subject of research read the sentence loudly. The 

researcher collected the data by giving a test to the students one by one. Every 

student had been given same test. 

 

In this study, the researcher found the characteristic of suprasegmental features 

that produce by student of UIN Malang, that are the researcher concludes by using 

percentage that students with high GPA stressed primary stress 33%, secondary 

stress 32%, and unstressed 35%. The students with average GPA stressed primary 

stress 36%, secondary stress 42%, and unstressed 22%. The students with low 
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GPA stressed primary stress 54%, secondary stress 38%, and unstressed 8%. 

From those categories, it can be concluded that the students with high GPA used 

unstressed mostly, the students with average GPA used secondary stress mostly 

and the students with low GPA used primary stress mostly. 

 

From all the previous study that the reseach get, the writer also discuss about the 

theory of suprasegmental features, and the parts of suprasegmental features. In 

this chapter, the researcher discusses about how to produce stress and intonation 

in the part of suprasegmental that come from previous study. From previous study 

the writer can get some material that can support this paper. In this research, the 

writer focuson intonation and stress only and the differences between all the 

previous study with this research in this research, the writer would like to know 

about how students with a major in English Literature from Universitas Teknokrat 

Indonesia in producing the good stress and intonation, and here the writer use a 

native speaker as a guidance to know the right or wrong in producing the word 

stress and intonation. In addition to native speaker as a guide, he writer also use 

Oxford Dictionary as a guide for producing stress.  

 

2.2 Conceptual Framework 

Pronunciation is the basic theories that the researcher used of this study. Because 

when we are doing a mispronunciation it will be influential the meaning of that 

word, and will change the meaning of that word.  
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The writer use this theory of suprasegmental features, only focus on intonation 

and stress, and from this research the write want to find out how the students with 

their majority is English Literature in Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia produce 

the stress sound and intonation. 

 

2.2.1 Pronunciation 

Pronunciation is the act or result of producing the sounds of speech, including 

articulation, stress, and intonation, often with reference to some standard of 

correctness or acceptability (Fraser, 2001). Pronunciation refers to the production 

of sounds that we use to make meaning. It includes attention to the particular 

sounds of a language (segments), such as intonation, phrasing, stress, timing, 

rhythm (suprasegmental aspects), how the voice is projected (voice quality) and, 

in its broadest definition, attention to gestures and expressions that are closely 

related to the way we speak a language (Fraser, 2001).  

 

From the explanation above, according to (Fraser, 2001) pronunciation is the 

result of producing the sounds of speech, including articulation, stress, and 

intonation, which is the standard of correct pronunciation. The pronunciation also 

includes certain sounds from a language (segment) such us intonation, phrases, 

stress and suprasegmental aspects, and how the voice is projected (voice quality). 

 

In pronunciation, many people have problems in their pronunciation, so many 

people when they say in English, they don't understand what the speaker said 

because the speaker made a mistake in his or her pronunciation. Poedjosoedarmo 
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(2003) states that there are some features in pronunciation that can cause 

confusion to the listener. They are: (1) using the wrong sound, (2) leaving sound 

out (3) adding sound, (4) putting stress on the wrong syllable in a word, (5) 

putting stress on the wrong word in a sentence, (6) using the wrong intonation 

pattern, and (7) combinations of these problems. From those type of 

misunderstanding can range from failing to get the message from the meaning of 

the message to being insulted because the speaker appears to be expressing an 

attitude that was actually not intended.  

These are some of the examples of the explanation above.  

a. Using the Wrong sound 

 Example: the word ‘snack’ and ‘snack’. 

For example, ‘Do you want a snake?.’ The listener though that, the speaker 

was asking whether or not she wanted a snake, rather than some food or 

snack. 

b. Leaving Sound Out 

The most common example in this case is in removing sounds or even 

simplifying the sounds. Example, the word “hat” it should be /hæt/, but they 

make the simple one became “het”.  

c. Adding sounds 

Some people sometimes adding some vowel sounds to break up the 

consonant in some difficult cluster. Example, ‘string’ they pronounce as 

/stəriŋ/ instead of /striŋ/.  
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d. Putting stress on the wrong syllable in a word 

Example, “mature” with the stress on the first syllable rather than second 

syllable can be misinterpreted as “macho”.  

e. Putting Stress on the wrong word In a Sentence 

Placing stress in one word rather than any other words within a sentence has a 

very important function in English, and to identify the element that is thought 

to be the newest and the most important bit of information. Example: 

 

Every $20.00 of synergy [..’.....]fuel gives you a chance to 

win a two-year’s supply of synergy [fuel. We are giving away 

so much synergy fuel; you won’t be able to finishitall.  

 

From the explanation above, the stresses of that sentence is “synergy” in 

every part. This is a bad placement of that stress because the listener cannot 

get the new information from that sentence, because of the word “synergy” 

doing a repetition. The best placement of stress is:  

 

Every $20.00 of synergy fuel gives you a chance to win 

a two-year’s supply of synergy fuel. We are giving away 

so much synergy fuel, you won’t be able to finish it all.  
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2.3 Theoretical Framework 

The researcher uses this theory to find out the characteristics and the differences 

of suprasegmental features that produce by English Literature students in 

Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia. 

 

2.3.1 Suprasegmental Features in Pronunciation 

The suprasegmental  features  have  a  big  role  in  understanding  words  because  

it  is connected  to  the  sounds  of  the  word.  If we know the suprasegmental 

features of the words, we will gain a correct pronunciation of the words. 

Mispronunciation in a word brings misunderstanding in meaning. Suprasegmental 

features, on the other hand, roughly refer to “how you say, what you say”.  It 

studies about the way you pronounce words in English.  When we  speak  in  

another  language,  we  will  produce  a  different  suprasegmental features, such 

as stress, pitch, intonation, and  syllable (Liddicoat  in Davies,  2004:  30). 

 

Fraser (2001) added the definition of pronunciation includes both suprasegmental 

and segmental features. Although these different aspects of pronunciation are 

treated in isolation here, it is important to remember that they all work in 

combination when we speak, and are therefore usually best learned as an integral 

part of spoken language. The theory outlined below is essential for teachers so 

that they understand how these different aspects work, but learners do not 

necessarily need to cover the theory in depth. 
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From the theories above, the researcher concludes that suprasegmental features is 

the features we have when we produce a speech. These features are not only one 

feature but also four features. They are intonation, stress, pitch, and accent. We 

always have these features when we produce the speech and every person tends to 

have different features when he or she does this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graph. 2.1 Features of English pronunciation (adapted from Burns, 2003: 6) 

 

 According to Yates and Zielinski, “pronunciation refers to how we 

produce the sounds that we use to make meaning when we speak. It includes the 

particular consonants and vowels of a language (segments), aspects of speech 
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beyond the level of the individual segments, such as stress, timing, rhythm, 

intonation, phrasing, (suprasegmental aspects), and how the voice is projected 

(voice quality).Although we often talk about these as if they were separate, they 

all work together in combination when we speak, so that difficulties in one area 

may impact on another, and it is the combined result that makes someone’s 

pronunciation easy or difficult to understand” (Yates and Zielinski, 2009: 11). 

 

2.3.1.1 Stress 

Stress refers to the prominence given to certain syllables within words, and to 

certain syllables or words within utterances. It is signaled by volume, force, 

pitches change and syllable length, and is often the place where we notice hand 

movements and other gestures when we are watching someone talking. In 

articulator terms, stress involves a rise in air pressure; an increase in the activity of 

the respiratory muscles forces more air out of lungs during the articulation of a 

particular syllable. In English, for example, the nouns ‘person’, ‘witness’, and 

‘wedding’ will always be stressed on the first syllable, and the verb ‘inspire’, 

‘provoke’, and ‘decide’ will always be stressed on the second. There may also be 

an increase in the activity of larynx, resulting in higher pitch. In acoustic terms, 

the stressed syllable is perceived as longer, louder, and of higher pitch. Stress is 

important at three different levels, they are word level (multisyllabic words have 

one or more syllables that are stressed), sentence level (the most important words 

tend to be stressed), contrastive stress (the most important words carry greater 

stress) (Fraser, 2001). 
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According to an explanation from Fraser, we can conclude that stress is a pressure 

that is given to each particular syllable in pronunciation. This is marked by the 

presence of volume, strength, change in tone, and the height of a sentence.In 

articulator terms, stress involves a rise in air pressure; an increase in the activity of 

the respiratory muscles forces more air out of lungs during the articulation of a 

particular syllable. In English, for example, the nouns ‘person’, ‘witness’, and 

‘wedding’ will always be stressed on the first syllable, and the verb ‘inspire’, 

‘provoke’, and ‘decide’ will always be stressed on the second. As said by 

(Widdowson 1996: 44) which marks the difference in nouns with verbs, nouns are 

stressed in the first syllable, while verbs are stressed in the second,sometimes the 

change of stress marks the class different between words which are semantically 

similar, as in ‘Record’ (ˈrɛkɚd) as noun, and‘record’ (rɪ’cɔrd) as verb, or ‘Object’ 

(‘ɑbdʒɪkt) as noun, and ‘object’ (əb;dʒɛkt) as verb. 

 

2.3.1.2 Intonation 

When we speak, we may produce high or low speech. These high and low 

speeches are called as intonation. When someone in anger situation, he or she 

tends to use high intonation in his or her speech. In polite situation, people tend to 

have speech in low intonation. Actually, what is intonation itself based on the 

theory of linguist? In the following paragraphs, the researcher displays some 

theories from some linguists.Intonation can be interpreted as a variation of a tone 

of voice in a certain speech that is produced when we speak. Wardhaugh (1977: 

244) defines intonation as the pattern of rising or falling pitches with which a 

sentence is pronounced. In addition Fraser ( 2001) also define intonation, or 
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change of pitch, is crucial in signaling speaker meaning,particularly interpersonal 

attitudes. As we saw in the previoussection, pitch changes are crucially linked 

with stress. Sinceintonation patterns are language-specific, learners will need to 

acquirenew ones for English in order to avoid inappropriate transfer fromtheir first 

language, and thus perhaps inadvertently causing offence.  

 

In the explanation above, intonation is a change in tone, which is often done by 

the speaker, and this is very important to signify the meaning of the speaker, 

especially in interpersonal attitude, such as someone who is angry,they tends to 

use high intonation in his or her speech. In polite situation, people tend to have 

speech in low intonation. Changing the intonation can completely change the 

meaning. For example the way to say: It’s raining. If it is said again using the 

same words, the meaning will be different. It can mean What a surprise!, or How 

annoying!, or That’s great!. 

 

Briton (1984; 62) also suggests that the term is not gross in writing by punctuation 

marks (:?.,!; -). Where each sign has a different intonation, so we can easily to 

identify the pattern of intonation. In studying intonation, it has been the practice to 

recognize either different level of pitch different intonation contours, described as 

falling or rising. Using the later approach, we identify a number of different pitch 

patterns, which convey different meaning. 
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Furthermore, Gimson (1997) divides intonation patterns into four groups, which 

are, Falling Intonation, Rising Intonation, Rise-Fall Intonation, and Fall-Rise 

Intonation. 

A. Falling Intonation (➘) 

Falling intonation is the most common intonation pattern in English.  It is 

commonly found in statements, commands, wh-questions (information 

questions), confirmatory question tags and exclamations. 

 

 Statements 

 Nice to meet ↘you. 

 I’ll be back in a↘minute. 

 She doesn’t live here ↘anymore.  

 

 Commands 

 Write your name ↘here. 

 Show me what you’ve ↘written.    

 Leave it on the↘desk 

.  

 Wh- questions (requesting information.) 

 What countries do you come↘from?  

 Where do you↘work?    

 Which of them do you ↘prefer? 

 

 Questions Tags 

 He thinks he’s so clever, doesn’t ↘he?  

 She's such a nuisance, isn't↘she?    

 I failed the test because I didn't revise did↘I? 
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 Exclamations 

 How nice of↘ you! 

 That's just what I ↘ need! 

 You don't↘say! 

 

B. Rising Intonation (➚)  

Rising intonation invites the speaker to continue talking.  It is normally used 

with yes/no questions, and question tags that are real questions. 

 

 Yes/no Questions 

(Questions that can be answered by 'yes' or 'no'.)  

 Do you like your new ➚teacher? 

 Have you finished ➚already? 

 May I borrow your ➚dictionary? 

 

 Questions tags that show uncertainty and require an answer (real 

questions). 

 We've met already, ➚haven't we? 

 You like fish, ➚don't you? 

 You're a new student ➚aren't you? 

 

C. Rise-Fall Intonation (➚➘) 

We use rise-fall intonation for choices, lists, unfinished thoughts and 

conditional sentences. 

 

 Choices (alternative questions.)  

 Are you having ➚soup or ➘salad? 

 Is John leaving on ➚Thursday or ➘Friday? 

 Does he speak ➚German or ➘French? 
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 Lists (rising, rising, rising, falling) 

Intonation falls on the last item to show that the list is finished.  

 We've got ➚apples, pears, bananas and ➘oranges 

 The sweater comes in ➚blue, white pink and ➘black 

 I like ➚football, tennis, basketball and ➘volleyball. 

 

 Unfinished thoughts (partial statements) 

In the responses to the following questions, the rise-fall intonation 

indicates reservation.  The speaker hesitates to fully express his/her 

thoughts. 

 Do you like my new handbag? Well the ➚leather is ➘nice... ( but I 

don't like it.) 

 What was the meal like? Hmm, the ➚fish was ➘good... ( but the 

rest wasn't great). 

 So you both live in Los Angeles? Well ➚Alex ➘does ... (but I 

don't). 

 

 Conditional sentences  

(The tone rises in the first clause and falls gradually in the second clause.) 

 If he ➚calls, ask him to leave a ➘message.  

 Unless he ➚insists, I'm not going to ➘go. 

 If you have any ➚problems, just ➘contact us. 

 

D. Fall-Rise Intonation (➘➚) 

The main function of fall-rise intonation is to show that the speaker is not 

certain of the answer they are giving to a question, or is reluctant to reply (as 

opposed to a falling tone used when there is no hesitation). It is also used in 

polite requests or suggestions. 
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 Hesitation/reluctance: 

 So you'd be willing to confirm that? ...Well ... I ➘sup➚pose so ...  

 You didn't see him on Monday?   I don't quite ➘re➚member ... 

 

 Politeness-Doubt-Uncertainty: (You are not sure what the answer might 

be.) 

 Perhaps we could ➘vis➚it the place?  

 Should we ➘cop➚y the list? 

 Do you think its➘al➚lowed?  

Roach (1987: 143-149) further “classifies the function of intonation in the 

syntagmatic functions into three functions, that are the accentual function of 

intonation, the grammatical function of intonation, and the discourse function of 

intonation”. 

 

The accentual function of intonation isthe term accentual is derived from ‘accent’, 

a word used by some writers to refer to what in this research is called ‘stress’. 

That intonation has accentual function implies that the placement of stress is 

something that is determined by intonation. 

 

The grammatical function of intonation, it can conclude that it is likea component 

of intonation that can be said to have grammatical significance is the choice of 

tone on the tonic syllable. One example that is very familiar is the use of a rising 

tone with questions. Many languages have possibility of changing a statement into 

a question simply by changing the tone from falling to rising. This is, in fact, not 

used very much by itself in the variety of English where questions are usually 

grammatical marked. 
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The discourse functions of intonation. Intonation is a meaningful suprasegmental 

feature of speech. It refers to patterns of pitch variation in a sentence. In addition, 

intonation affects the meaning of the sentence as a whole by indicating different 

sentence types, such as statements or questions. It is also represented in a gross 

fashion in writing by the use of punctuation marks such as, question mark (?), 

comma (,), semicolon (;), exclamation mark (!) and full stop (.) 

 

2.4 Syllable 

A syllable is a word, or part of a word, which contains a single vowel sound. It is 

a single unit of speech. Each word contains one syllable, or more. 

 

2.4.1 Word with One Syllable 

Here are examples of words with a single syllable: pen, man, pig, cup, hat. In 

English, a vowel sound can be made of more than one vowel letter. So the 

following words have a single syllable as well: feet, moon, cake, have, break, and 

bought. All of these words contain only one vowel sound, and therefore a single 

syllable. 

Noun  :  King [ ˈkɪŋ ], Time [ ˈtaɪm ] 

Verb  : Love [ ˈlʌv ], Ring [ ˈrɪŋ ] 

Adjective : Small [ ˈsmɔl ], Real [ ˈriːəl ] 

Adverb  : See [ ˈsiː ], Late [ ˈleɪt ] 
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2.4.2 Word with Two Syllables 

A word can have more than one syllable. The following words areexamples of 

words with two syllables. Here are examples of words with two syllables. The 

different syllables are shown on the right, and they areseparated with a space. 

Garden: gar-den, Hotel: ho-tel, Object: ob-ject, Focus: fo-cus 

Noun   : Object’ [ ‘ɑbdʒɪkt ] 

Verb  : Agree [ ə’gri ], apply[ Aply ] 

Adjective :Complete[ kəmˈpliːt ], Alive[ əˈlaɪv ] 

Adverb   : Perhaps[ pɚˈhæps ], Indeed[ ɪnˈdiːd ] 

 

2.4.3 Word with Three Syllables 

Examples of words with three syllables: September: sep-tem-ber, Department: de-

part-ment, Telephone: te-le-phone, Camera: ca-mer-a, Saturday: sa-tur-day, 

Hamburger: ham-bur-ger, Vitamin: vi-ta-min 

Noun  : Afternoon [,æftə’nu:n ], Engineer[,ɛndʒə’nɪr ] 

Verb  : Recomend[ˌrɛkəˈmɛnd ], Understand[ˌʌndɚˈstænd ] 

Adverb  : Seventy [ˈsɛvəntɪ, ] 

Adjective :Powerfull[ ˈpaʊɚfəl ] 

 

2.4.4 Word with Four Syllables 

Examples of words with four syllables: Kindergarten: kin-der-gar-ten, 

Information: in-for-ma-tion, January: ja-nu-ar-y, American: A-mer-i-can, 

Discovery: di-sco-ver-y 
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Noun  : Characteristic [ˌkɛrɪktɚˈrɪstɪk], Configuration 

[kənˌfɪɡjɚˈreɪʃən ] 

Verbs  :Apreciate[ appreciate ], Accommodate[ əˈkɑməˌdeɪt, ] 

Adjective :Beautifully[ ˈbjuːtɪflɪ  ] 

Adverb   :Continous [/kəntɪ’njuəs/ ] 
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CHAPTER THREE 

RESEARCH METHOD 

 

This chapter discusses about the research design, research, data sources, data 

collection, and data analysis. 

 

3.1 Research Design 

In this research, the researcher used descriptive qualitative.Qualitative is 

procedure research that result a descriptive data which is written words or saying 

words from people whom can be observed. Meanwhile, Arikunto(2005: 234) 

defined Descriptive research is “research which intend to collect information 

about anything  that  happen in  that  place according  to the naturalistic occasion”. 

In addition, Walliman (2001) added that “descriptive qualitative method relies on 

observation (interview, questionnaire, video recording, document, etc.) as a means 

of collecting data. In that case, since the data of this research is in the form of text 

(words, phrases, sentences) and non-numerical, therefore, the writer needs to 

apply descriptive qualitative method”. 

 

3.2 Data and Data Sources 

The writer used the qualitative data in this research. The writercollect the direct 

source of the data. Sutopo (2002: 50- 54) stated that “the data resource in the 

descriptive research can be informant, events or activities, places or locations, 

things, picture and records, documents and archives”. Concerning with the topic 

of analysis, the data of this analysis are text (word, phrases, sentence) collected 
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from sentence setthat are related to stress and intonation pattern.The writer takes 

the data in the form of speeches English Literature students in 

UniversitasTeknokrat Indonesia.  

The criteria of the informants are: 

1) English Literature students from speaking a good pronunciation. The meaning 

of a good pronunciation itself is the students pronounce it in English fluently and 

clearly, and the vocabularies that they made is varieties. 

The writer chose five participants from English Literature students, from speaking 

5, because the students had taken Phonetic and Phonology classes, so they 

understood more about how to use stress and intonation. The writer also takes a 

sample of students who have good pronunciation, because we assume that 

students who have good pronunciation, they already understand about segmental 

features, so students can adjust how the suprasegmetals are used. 

2) The writer chooses A speaking class, because in theUniversitas Teknokrat 

Indonesia, speaking class is divided into 3 classes, namely class A, B, and C. Of 

the three classes, class A is classified as a class with a good speaking, so the 

authors chose a sample of class A as many as five people to be used as the object 

of this study. To know how these suprasegmental features are realized, the writer 

also needs to record native students as guidance besides Oxford Advanced 

Learner’s Dictionary. 

  

3.3 Data Collection 

Sherman and Webb (1988:130) state that “data collection begins as soon as the 

researcher has identified a researchable problem and goes into the field”. In this 
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research, the writer did some steps to collect the data as follows: firstly, the 

researcher recorded the native speaker’s voice, from eighteen sentences that the 

writer gives to the native speakers. The writer asked each student to read one 

sentence, and then all the participants recorded their voice. After the participants 

recorded their voice, the writer tries to transcribe each of the sounds that they 

already got.  

 

Obtaining the data, the researcher used set of instrument that is sentence set. This 

instrument is a paper containing eighteen sentences to be tested. The instrument is 

ilustrated as follows: 

• Should we copy the list? 

• Nice to meet you.  

• Do you like your new teacher?  

• Do you see Dony or Beny?  

• You’re a new student, aren’t you?  

• Is John leaving on Thursday or Friday?  

• May I borrow your dictionary? 

• Should we complete this question?  

• We should evacuate immediately.  

• What a beautifullyy voice! 

• Your research is indirect or direct?  

• Don’t forget to come this afternoon.  

• How difficult that test was! 

• Put your dictionary on the table. 
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• Tomi accommodate us in this hotel. 

• Do you know the continuous of John or Teddy films?  

• Do you think its allowed? 

• Perhaps we could visit the place ? 

Instrument (adopted from Gimson(1997)) 

 

3.4 Data Analysis Technique 

Data analyzing is the process of arranging data from observation, documentation, 

etc. In this research the writer used qualitative in analyzing data. As Fossey and 

his friends (2002) stated that, “qualitative analysis is, a process of reviewing, 

synthesizing and interpreting data to describe and explain the phenomena or social 

worlds being studied”. Whereas, Moleong in Arikunto (2013) stated that “data 

source of qualitative research is spoken or written words that is observed by the 

researcher, and the things that is observed should be noticed well so that the 

researcher can find the implicit meaning from the files or things”. In analyzing the 

data there are several steps as follow: 

1. The first step, the writer focus on sounds that will be analyze, the writer 

classify based on each group, such as the use of stress in the form of one 

syllable, second syllable, third syllable, and fourth syllables, whereas in 

intonation, the writer classifies in several groups, such as the use of 

intonation on Rising Intonation, Falling Intonation, Rise-Fall Intonation, 

and Fall-Rise Intonation. 
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2. The second step, the writer identified the data based on selected error 

pronunciation. In this step the writer used Oxford Advanced Learner’s 

Dictionary and Native speaker as a guidance of correct pronunciation 

3. Then the writer analyzing the data based on the theory. 

4.  Draw the conclusions 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

 

ANALYSIS 

 

 

In this section, the writer presents the result of research. The data were taken from 

English Literature students in Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia. In this chapter the 

writer makes a list about the number of data that have been gathered in the form 

of table, and then those data are explained descriptively. 

 

The research question of this study is “how do the students’ produce word stress 

and intonation in reading English text?. In addition, this study aims to find out the 

word stress and intonation faced by Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia students. 

The data will be explained one by one based on the data that the writer got after 

sentences. Every sentence has different stress and intonation that should be read 

by the participants. 

 

The data sources or participants were tested using an English text, and then their 

voices are recorded. There are eighteen sentences which are analyzed in this 

chapter. In this chapter the writer make a list about the number of the data that 

have been gathered in the form of table, and the writer explains them. For the first 

explanation, the writer will explain about how the students produce the word 

stress, and the second explanation, the writell explain about how the participants/ 

students produce the intonation from eighteen sentences that the writer gave to 

them.  
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4.1 Stress 

Stress is a pressure that is given to each particular syllable in pronunciation 

(Fraser, 2001). From the data obtained by the writer, there are still many students 

who rarely use stress according to the rules. So here, the writer wants toidentify 

how many misplaced made by the participant in producing the stress. 

 

Here the data that the writer gets from the participant about word stress. For the 

participants were taken from the student of Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia from 

English Literature students in the fourth semester. The analysis was conducted in 

Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia on the first June 2019. The following table is the 

illustration of the data. 

Table 4.1 Data of the All Participant about Stress 

NO 

Stress Placement 

Sentence 
Oxford  

Dictionary 

Students 

Pronunciations 

1 Copy (Noun) /’kɒpi/ /’kɒpi/ 

2 Meet (Verb) /mi:t/ /mi:t/ 

3 New(Adjective)  /Nju:/ /Nju:/ 

4 See(Adverb) /si:/ /se/ 

5 Students (Noun)  /’stju:dnt/ /stju’dnt/
3
 

6 Leaving (Verb) /’li:viɧ/ /li’viɧ/
1245

 

7 Borrow (Verb) /’bɒrəʊ/ /’bɒrəʊ/ 

8 Complete (Adjective) /kəm’pli:t/ /’kəmpli:t/
1235

 

9 Evacuate ( Verb) /I’vækjueɪt/ /Ivæ’kjueɪt/
25

 

10 Beautiful (Adverb) /’bju:tɪfl/ /’bju:tɪfl/ 

11 Indirect (Adjective) /ɪndə’rekt;/ /’ɪndə:rekt;/
124

 

12 Afternoon (Noun) /ɑ:ftə’nu:n/ /ɑ:ftə’nu:n/ 

13 Difficult( Adjective) /’dɪfɪkəlt/ /’dɪfɪ’kult/
134

 

14 Dictionary (Noun) /’dɪkʃənri/ /’dɪkʃənri/ 

15 Accommodate( Verb ) /əˈkɑməˌdeɪt/ /’əkɑməˌdeɪt/
1
 

16 Continuous (Adverb) /kəntɪ’njuəs/ /’kəntɪnjuəs/
356

 

17 Allowed (Adjective) /ə’laʊd/ /ə’laʊd/ 
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18 Visit (Verb ) /’vɪzɪt/ /vɪ’zɪt/
4
 

 

From the data above we can see there are some numbers that can identify as the 

participants of this research.There were eighteen sentences given by the writer to 

five participants for analysis.   

 

The data from the first participant that already observed and the writer found 

several words of stress that did not fit into the Oxford dictionarythat was received 

by students. The first participants produced five words, such as two words in two 

syllable, that are leaving (Verb), complete (Adjective), two words in three 

syllable, those are indirect (Adjective), difficult (Adjective), and one word in four 

syllable, that is accommodate (Verb).  

 

Based on the data,the second participant produced four words of stress not based 

on the Dictionary, such as two words in two syllables, that are leaving 

(Adverb),and complete (Adjective), and two words in three syllables, that are 

evacuate (Verb) and indirect (Adjective).. 

 

In the third participants, they also produce the word stress almost same with the 

previous participants, that are the first participants, and the second participants.   

In the third participants, they produce some word stress not based on the rules, 

that is based on Oxford dictionary, that are two words in two syllable, such as 

student (Noun), complete (Adjective), one word in three syllables, namely in the 
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word difficult (Adjective), and one word in the four syllables, that is continuous 

(Adverb). 

 

Based on the data from the fourth participant, the participant put some stress in 

another syllable, which are they put in second syllable, but based on the Oxford 

dictionary, it should be in first syllable.  The words itself are, two words in two 

syllable, that are leaving (Verb), indirect (Adjective), and visit (Verb), and one 

word in three syllables, that is difficult (Adjective 

 

From the table above the fifth participant also produced the word stress not based 

on the dictionary,which are two words in two syllables, that are leaving (Verb), 

complete (Adjective), one word in three syllables, that is evacuate (Verb), and one 

word in four syllables, in the word continuous (Adverb). 

 

Table 4.2 The Result of the Data 

Participant Stress 

Participant 1 5 

Participant 2 4 

Participant 3 4 

Participant 4 4 

Participant 5 4 

Total 21 

 

From the table above, there were five participants who produce word stress not 

based on the Oxford dictionary, around twenty-one word stress not based on the 

rules. The data describe that the major word stress that the participants produced 

not based on the rules, which are in the second syllable, third syllable, and the 
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fourth syllable.Where in the first participant she produce five word of stress not 

based on the Oxford Dictionary,namely in the words living, complete, indirect, 

difficult, and accommodate. In the second participant, she produced four word not 

based on the rules, namely in the pronunciation of word stress, Living, Complete, 

Evacuate, and Indirect. Then, in the third participant, she also put the stress in 

another place, such as it should be in the second syllable, but the participants 

produced it in the first syllable, namely in the words Student, Complete, Difficult, 

and Continuous. For the fourth participant, he also produce the stress in another 

syllable, namely in the words Living, Indirect, Difficult, and Visit. In the last 

participant, we can see that, she also produced four times word stress not based on 

the dictionary, in the words Living, Complete, Evacuate, and Continuous. 

 

4.1.1  Problem with Two Syllable Word 

In this case, the writer mention six word of stress, there are Student, Leaving, 

Borrow, Allowed, Visit and Complete.In the second syllable, there are five 

participants that produce this stress in other stress, such as the first participant, 

second participants, the third participant, the fourth participant, and the fifth 

participant. Based on the data, the following table is the data based on audio 

recording. 

Table 4.3 Problem with Two Syllable Word 

No 
Word 

Participant’s 

Pronunciation 

Oxford Dict. 

 Pronunciation 

1 Student (Noun) /stju’dnt/ /’stju:dnt/ 

2 Leaving (Verb) /li’viɧ/ /’li:viɧ/ 

3 Complete (Ajective) /’kəmpli:t/ /kəm’pli:t/ 

4 Visit (Verb ) /vɪ’zɪt/ /’vɪzɪt/ 
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From the sixth words given by the writer, there are three words of stress that the 

participants produced not based on the Oxford dictionary. Based on the dictionary, 

some of the word above, the place of word stress it should be in the first syllable, 

but they put it on the second syllable. 

 

4.1.2  Problem with Three Syllable Word 

In this case, the writer mention four words of stress, those are Evacuate, Beautiful, 

Indirect, and Afternoon. There are four participants that produce this stress in 

different stress, such as in the first participant, the second participant, the fourth 

participant, and the fifth participant.Based on the data, the following table is the 

data based on the audio recording. 

Table 4.4 Problem with Three Syllable Word 

No Word Participant’s 

Pronunciation 

Oxford Dict.  

Pronunciation 

1 Evacuate (Verb) /Ivæ’kjueɪt/ /I’vækjueɪt/ 

2 Indirect (Adjective) /’ɪndə:rekt;/ /ɪndə’rekt;/ 

 

In the third syllable there are two words that the participant produces not based on 

the Oxford dictionary. In the word Evacuate some of them produce it in the third 

syllable, but based on the rules it should be in the second syllable. In the second 

word, the participants produce the word Indirect, and they put the word stress in 

the first syllable, but it should be in the third syllable. 
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4.1.3  Problem with Four Syllable Word 

In this case, the writer mention four words of stress, those are Dictionary, 

Accommodate, and Continuous.For that word, there are three participants that 

produce this stress in other stress, such as the first participant, the third 

participant, and the fifth participant.Based on the data, the following table is the 

data based on the audio recording. 

Table 4.5 Problem with Four Syllable Word 

No 
Word 

Participant’s 

Pronunciation 

Oxford Dict.  

Pronunciation 

1 Accommodate (Verb) /’əkɑməˌdeɪt/ /əˈkɑməˌdeɪt/ 

2 Continuous (Adverb) /’kəntɪnjuəs/ /kəntɪ’njuəs/ 

 

In the fourth syllable, from the data above, there are two word that the participants 

produced are different with Oxford dictionary, namely in the word Accommodate, 

some of the participant produces the stress on the first syllable, but based on the 

dictionary it should be on in the second syllable. The second word is Continuous, 

some of them produce this word in the first syllable, but it should be in third 

syllable.  

 

The data display above shows few words that the participants produced when 

recording the word stress. Among all the words, the word Leaving (Verb)and 

Complete (Adjective)are the mostword that the participants produced not based on 

the rules, and there are four participants that are produce this sound in other stress 

which is not according to the Oxford dictionary. These two words are the two-

syllable words. For the first word, the word Leaving (Verb), there are four 
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participants that produce this word in different stress, such as the first participants, 

second participants, fourth participants, and the fifth participants. Some of them 

mention it on the second syllable /li’viɧ/ but it should be in the first syllable 

/’li:viɧ/. For the second word, the word Complete (Adjective), there four 

participants who made misplace when produce this word, that are in the first 

participants, second participant, third participant, and the fifth participant. Some 

of them produce this word in the first syllable /’kəmpli:t/ , but it should be in the 

second syllable /kəm’pli:t/. 

 

Based on the explanation above, we can conclude that, from the eighteen 

sentences given by the writer, there are two words, where the participants always 

put the stress on the second syllable, but it should be in the first syllable, and that 

word is in the verb and adjective word class. 

 

4.2 Intonation 

Wardhaugh (1977: 244) defines intonation as the pattern of rising or falling 

pitches with which a sentence is pronounced.Intonation is about how we say 

things, rather than what we say, the way the voice rises and falls when speaking, 

in other words the music of the language. At this time, there are still many 

students who don’t know how to use the correct intonation, because in every 

sentence has their own intonation. Because of that, the writer wants to identify 

how the participant in producing the intonation.  
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Here the writer also collected data about producing of intonation by the 

participants from English Literature students. The data was conducted in 

Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia on the first June 2019. The following table is the 

of all the participants who producing the intonation. 

 

Table 4.6 Data for All Participants about Intonation 

Instrument 
Participants Total 

1 2 3 4 5  

1. Should we     cop     y the list?     X 1 

2.  Nice to meet      you      0 

3. Do you like your new     teacher?      0 

4. Do you see     Dony or     Beny?     X 1 

5. You’re a new student,       aren’t you?    X  1 

6. Is John leaving on     Thursday or    

Friday?   

X X X   3 

7. May I borrow your      dictionary?    X X 2 

8. Should we complete this      question?   X  X 2 

9. We should evacuate      immediately? X  X  X 3 

10. What a beautiful      voice!   X   1 

11. Your research is      indirect or     direct?    X  1 

12. Don’t forget to come this    afternoon.      0 

13. How difficult that test      was!  X   X  2 

14. Put your dictionary on the       table   X   1 

15. Tomi accommodate us in this       hotel.      0 

16. Do you know the continuous of       John 

or     Teddy films? 

 X    1 

17. Do you think its      al        lowed?      0 

18. Perhaps we could     vis       it the place ?  X  X X 3 

Total 3 3 5 5 6  

 

There are five English Literature students that the writer uses in this analysis. 

From the table above, the writer found there were some participants, producing 

the sentence in another intonation, not based on the Gimson theory. There are 
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eighteen sentences that the writer gives to them. From the first participant, he 

pronounces three sentences not based on the theory. In the second participant, 

they also pronounce three sentences not based on Gimson theory. The third 

participant, theypronounce the sentences in another intonation five times. For the 

fourth participant, they made a mistake in the pronunciation of several sentences 

five times. For the last participant, they also produce another intonation of several 

sentences, which is six times, out of eighteen sentences given by the author. 

 

Here the data of all the participants that the writer gets about intonation. For the 

participants were taken from the student of Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia from 

English Literature students in the fourth semester.From all the data above, there 

are still many students who producing the intonation in another sound/intonation. 

There are the most sentences that the participants produce in other intonation, that 

are:  

1. Is John leaving on          Thursday or       Friday?   

2. We should evacuate        immediately? 

3.  How difficult that test         was! 

4. Perhaps we could        vi      sit the place ? 

 

4.2.1 Participant 1 

 

The first participant is an English Literature student of Universitas Teknokrat 

Indonesia in the four semesters. The data was conducted in the Universitas 

Teknokrat Indonesia on the first June 2019. The following table is the illustration 

of the data. 
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Table 4.7 Data of the first Participant 

Instrument Student Intonation Correct Intonation 

1. Should we       cop      y the list? Fall-Rise Fall-Rise 

2.  Nice to meet       you Falling Falling 

3. Do you like your new       teacher? Rising Rising 

4. Do you see      Dony or      Beny? Rise-Fall Rise-Fall 

5. You’re a new student,      aren’t you? Rising Rising 

6. Is John leaving on       Thursday or    

Friday?   

Fall-Rise Correct: Rise-Fall 

7. May I borrow your        dictionary? Rising Rising 

8. Should we complete this       question? Falling Falling 

9. We should evacuate       immediately? Rising  Correct: Falling 

10. What a beautiful       voice! Rising Rising 

11. Your research is     indirect or     direct? Rise-Fall Rise-Fall 

12. Don’t forget to come this      afternoon. Falling Falling 

13. How difficult that test       was! Rising Correct: Falling 

14. Put your dictionary on the        table Falling Falling 

15. Tomi accommodate us in this        hotel. Falling Falling 

16. Do you know the continuous of       

John or     Teddy films? 

Rise-Fall Rise-Fall 

17. Do you think its       al       lowed? Fall-Rise Fall-Rise 

18. Perhaps we could    vis       it the place ? Fall-Rise Fall-Rise 

Total Mistake of Intonation 3 

 

From the data above, that the writer get from the first participant that already 

observe by the writer, and the writer found several sentences that were mistake in 

pronounce the intonation by students. The first participant makes some 

mispronunciation. The first is in a sentence “Is John leaving on Thursday or 

Friday?” the participant produces “Falling” intonation, but it should be “Rise-

Fall” intonation. The second sentence that is, “We should evacuate immediately”, 

the participant produces “Rising intonation”, but it should be “Falling 

intonation”. The last sentence that the first participant produced is in the sentence, 



44 
 

Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia 
 

“Howdifficult that test was!”,the participant produce in “Rising Intonation” but is 

should be “Falling intonation”. 

 

4.2.2 Participant 2 

 

The second participant is English Literature students from Universitas Teknokrat 

Indonesia in the four semesters. The data was conducted in the Universitas 

Teknokrat Indonesia on the first June 2019. The following table is the illustration 

of the data. 

Table 4.8 Data of the second Participant 

Instrument Student 

Intonation 

Correct Intonation 

1. Should we       cop      y the list? Fall-Rise Fall-Rise 

2.  Nice to meet       you Falling Falling 

3. Do you like your new       teacher? Rising Rising 

4. Do you see      Dony or      Beny? Rise-Fall Rise-Fall 

5. You’re a new student,      aren’t you? Rising Rising 

6. Is John leaving on       Thursday or    

Friday?   

Fall-Rise Correct: Rise-Fall 

7. May I borrow your        dictionary? Rising Rising 

8. Should we complete this       

question? 

Falling Falling 

9. We should evacuate       immediately? Falling Falling 

10. What a beautiful       voice! Falling Falling 

11. Your research is     indirect or     

direct? 

Rise-Fall Rise-Fall 

12. Don’t forget to come this      

afternoon. 

Falling  Falling 

13. How difficult that test       was! Falling Falling 

14. Put your dictionary on the        table Falling Falling 

15. Tomi accommodate us in this        

hotel. 

Falling Falling 

16. Do you know the continuous of       

John or     Teddy films? 

Fall-Rise Correct: Rise-Fall 

17. Do you think its       al       lowed? Fall-Rise Fall-Rise 

18. Perhaps we could    vis       it the Falling  Correct: Fall-
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place? Rise 

Total Mistake of Intonation 3 

 

Based on the data above, the second participants produced another intonation 

when doing an observation. That is the sentence “Is John leaving on Thursday or 

Friday?”, the participant produce that sentence in “Fall-Rise Intonation”, but it 

should be “Rise-Fall intonation, some of the participants also produce this 

sentences in the same way, that is produce in Fall-Rise intonation. The second 

sentence that the second participant produce is in “Do you know the characteristic 

of John or Teddy” sentence, the participant produce “Fall-Rise intonation”, but it 

should be “Rise-Fall intonation”. The last sentence is “Perhaps we could visit the 

place?, the second participant produce “Falling intonation”, but it should be in 

“Fall-Rise intonation” 

 

4.2.3 Participant 3 

 

The third data, the writer found the data from the third participantfrom faculty of 

English Literature students in the four semesters. The data was conducted in the 

UniversitasTeknokrat Indonesia on the first June 2019. The following table is the 

illustration of the data. 

Table 4.9 Data of the third Participant 

Instrument Student 

Intonation 

Correct Intonation 

1. Should we       cop      y the list? Rise-Fall Rise-Fall 

2.  Nice to meet       you Rising Rising 

3. Do you like your new       teacher?  Rising Rising 

4. Do you see      Dony or      Beny?  Rise-Fall Rise-Fall 

5. You’re a new student,      aren’t you?  Rising Rising 
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6. Is John leaving on       Thursday or       Friday?   Fall-Rise Correct: Rise-Fall 

7. May I borrow your        dictionary?  Rising Rising 

8. Should we complete this       question? Rising Correct: Falling 

9. We should evacuate       immediately? Rising Correct: Falling 

10. What a beautiful       voice! Fall-Rise Correct: Falling 

11. Your research is     indirect or     direct?  Rise-Fall Rise-Fall 

12. Don’t forget to come this      afternoon.  Falling Falling 

13. How difficult that test       was!  Falling Falling 

14. Put your dictionary on the        table Rising Correct: Falling 

15. Tomi accommodate us in this        hotel.  Falling Falling 

16. Do you know the continuous of       John or     

Teddy films? 

 Rise-Fall Rise-Fall 

17. Do you think its       al       lowed?  Fall-Rise Fall-Rise 

18. Perhaps we could    vis       it the place ?  Fall-Rise Fall-Rise 

Total Mistake of Intonation 5 

 

Based on the data above, when doing an observation, the writer found that the 

third participants often produce another intonation, from the correct intonation, 

such as in the sentence “Is John leaving on Thursday or Friday?”, the participant 

produce that sentence as “Fall-Rise intonation” but the correct one is “Rise-Fall 

intonation”. The second sentence that the participant produces is, “Should we 

complete this question”, in the table above the participant produce that sentence as 

a “Rising intonation” but it should be “Falling intonation”. The third sentences 

that the third participant produce is “We should evacuate immediately” sentence, 

based on the data that the writer get, the participant produce it as “Rising 

intonation”, but the correct one is “Falling intonation”. The next sentence that the 

participant produce is,“What a beautifully voice!” the participant produce the 

intonation as “Fall-Rise intonation”, but it should be “Falling intonation”. The 

last sentence is “Put your dictionary on the table” the participant produce this 

sentence as “Rising intonation”, but the correct one is “Falling intonation”.  
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4.2.4 Participant 4 

 

The fourth participant is an English Literature student in the four semesters. The 

data was conducted in the Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia on the first June 2019. 

The following table is the illustration of the data. 

Table 4.10 Data of the fourth Participant 

 

Instrument 
Student 

Intonation 
Correct Intonation 

1. Should we       cop      y the list?  Fall-Rise Fall-Rise 

2.  Nice to meet       you  Falling Falling 

3. Do you like your new       teacher?  Rising Rising 

4. Do you see      Dony or      Beny?  Rise-Fall Rise-Fall 

5. You’re a new student,      aren’t you? Falling Correct: Rising 

6. Is John leaving on       Thursday or    

Friday?   

 Rise-Fall Rise-Fall 

7. May I borrow your        dictionary? Falling Correct: Rising 

8. Should we complete this       question?  Falling Falling 

9. We should evacuate       immediately? Falling Falling 

10. What a beautiful       voice! Falling Falling 

11. Your research is     indirect or     direct? Fall-Rise Correct: Rise-Fall 

12. Don’t forget to come this      afternoon. Falling Falling 

13. How difficult that test       was! Rising Correct: Falling 

14. Put your dictionary on the        table Falling Falling 

15. Tomi accommodate us in this        hotel. Falling Falling 

16. Do you know the continuous of       John 

or       Teddy films? 

Rise-Fall Rise-Fall 

17. Do you think its       al       lowed? Fall-Rise Fall-Rise 

18. Perhaps we could    vis       it the place ? Falling Correct: Fall-Rise 

Total Mistake of Intonation 5 

 

Based on the data of the fourth participant, there are some sentences that the 

fourth participants made in another intonation during the recording. Those are in 
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“You’re a new student, aren’t you?” sentence, from the first sentence, the 

participant produce “Falling intonation”but the correct one is “Rising 

intonation”. The second sentence is “May I borrow your dictionary?”, from the 

table above, the participant produce “Falling intonation”, but it should be “Rising 

intonation”. Another sentence that the participant made is“Your research is 

indirect or direct”, and from the table above, the participant produce “Fall-Rise 

intonation”, but correct intonation is “Rise-Fall intonation”. The next sentences 

that the participant made are “How difficult that test was!, the participant produce 

it in “Rising intonation, but it should be “Falling intonation”. The last sentence 

that the fourth participant produce in other intonation is“Perhaps we could visit 

the place?”, the participant produce the sentence in “Falling intonation”but it 

should be in “Fall-Rise intonation”. 

 

4.2.5 Participant 5 

 

The last participants’ is come from English Literature students from Universitas 

Teknokrat Indonesia in the four semesters. The data was conducted in the 

Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia on the first June 2019. The following table is the 

illustration of the data.  

Table 4.11 Data of the fifth Participant 

Instrument Student 

Intonation 

Correct Intonation 

1. Should we       cop      y the list? Falling Correct: Fall-Rise 

2. Nice to meet       you Falling Falling 

3. Do you like your new       teacher? Rising Rising 

4. Do you see      Dony or      Beny? Falling Correct: Rise-Fall 

5. You’re a new student,      aren’t you? Rising Rising 
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6. Is John leaving on       Thursday or    

Friday?   

Rise-Fall Rise-Fall 

7. May I borrow your        dictionary? Fall-Rise Correct: Rising 

8. Should we complete this       question? Rising Correct: Falling 

9. We should evacuate       immediately? Rising Correct: Falling 

10. What a beautiful       voice! Falling Falling 

11. Your research is     indirect or     direct? Rise-Fall Rise-Fall 

12. Don’t forget to come this      afternoon. Falling Falling 

13. How difficult that test       was! Falling Falling 

14. Put your dictionary on the        table Falling Falling 

15. Tomi accommodate us in this        

hotel. 

Falling Falling 

16. Do you know the continuous of       

John or     Teddy films? 

Rise-Fall Rise-Fall 

17. Do you think its       al       lowed? Fall-Rise Fall-Rise 

18. Perhaps we could    vis       it the place? Falling Correct: Fall-Rise 

Total Mistake of Intonation 6 

 

In the fifth participant, the writer found many mispronunciations in using 

intonation, compared with other participants, which is as many as six. The first 

sentence is “Should we copy the list?”,the participant produce “Falling 

intonation”, but it should be “Fall-Rise intonation”. The second sentence is “Do 

you see Dony or Beny?”, the participant produce it as “Falling intonation”, but 

the correct one is “Rise-Fall intonation”. The next sentences is“May I borrow 

your dictionary?” the participant using “Fall-Rise intonation” when pronounce 

the sentence, but it should be “Rising intonation”. After that, the next sentence is 

“Should we complete this question?”, from the data above, the participant using 

“Rising intonation” when pronounce this sentence, but the correct one is “Falling 

intonation”. The fifth sentences that the participant produced is“We should 

evacuate immediately.”, in this sentence the participant produce “Rising 

intonation”, but it should be in “Falling intonation”. The last sentence that the 
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fifth participant produced is“Perhaps we could visit the place?”, the participant 

produce it as “Falling intonation”, but it should be in “Fall-Rise intonation”. 

From the data above, the writer found a number of mispronunciation that were 

often made by the five participants from UniversitasTeknokrat Indonesia, This is a 

table of the result of the data by all participants: 

Table 4.12 The Result of the Data 

Participant Intonation 

Participant 1 3 

Participant 2 3 

Participant 3 5 

Participant 4 5 

Participant 5 6 

Total 22 

 

For the data in intonation, there were twenty two intonations that the five 

participants produce not based on the Gimson’s theory. From the total above, 

there are four sentences that are always mispronounced in intonation, that are: 

1. Is John leaving on         Thursday or      Friday?   

2. We should evacuate       immediately? 

3.  How difficult that test      was! 

4. Perhaps we could      vi      sit the place ? 

 

From all the instruments, the fourth sentence above are the most mistake when the 

participants pronouncing the intonation, that are three times in each sentence, that 

was produce by the participant from Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia. In the first 

sentence, which is "Is John leaving on Thursday or Friday?", All participants say 

the sentence as "Fall-Rise intonation" but based on the theory it should be "Rise 
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Fall intonation" because the sentence is the chosen sentence to determine one and 

the other, where we use Rise-Fall intonation in several sentences such as choices, 

lists, unfinished thoughts and conditional sentences. 

 

The second sentence is "We should evacuate immediately", in that sentence, some 

of them uses "Rising intonation" when pronounce this sentence, but it should be in 

"Falling intonation", because in Falling intonation there is commonly found in 

statements, commands, wh-questions (information question,), confirmatory 

question tags and exclamations.From the sentence above, "We should evacuate 

immediately", is the example of a statement sentence, so this sentence is a Falling 

intonation. 

 

The third sentence is “How difficult that test was!”, in that sentence, some of the 

participants uses “Rising Intonation” in this sentence, but based on the Gimson 

theory it should be “Falling Intonation”, because in Falling intonation there is 

commonly found in statements, commands, wh-questions (information question,), 

confirmatory question tags and exclamations.From the sentence above, How 

difficult the test was!", is the example of a statement sentence, so this sentence is a 

Falling intonation 

 

In the last sentence, that is in sentence"Maybe we could visit the place?",some of 

them use "Falling intonation" in this sentence, but it should be in "Fall-Rise 

intonation", where in Fall-Rise intonation is explained that the main function is to 
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make it look like it doesn't have to be used. It is also used in polite requests or 

suggestions, where you are not sure what the answer might be. 

 

Based on the explanation above, we can know that, most of them experience 

pronunciation errors in Falling intonation, which they often pronounce in the form 

of Rising intonation. This is because, most of them identify, if the sentence is 

ended with punctuation such as ?, and !, then they pronounce it with Rising 

intonation, even though not all sentences end with punctuation, including in the 

example of Rising Intonation. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

CONCLUSION  

 

This chapter presents the conclusion of the research which is based on the writer 

findings and discussion in the previous chapter. The writer gives some conclusion 

and suggestion about an analysis of suprasegmental features in stress and 

intonation. In this chapter, the writer tells about, some mistakes that the 

participant made in producing the word stress and intonation. Then, the writer 

gives some suggestions for further research. 

 

In this part, the writers draw a conclusion in order to answer the research question 

of this research. Based on the findings and discussion above, the writer conclude 

that, some of  the English Literature students, from Universitas Teknokrat 

Indonesia still face problem about suprasegmental features, especially the word 

stress and intonation. Where the total misplaced that the writer gets from word 

stress are about twenty one misplaces, and for the data of intonation are about 

twenty two mistake that the participant made based on the Gimson theory.  

 

 The misplaced stresses are quite similar. The words most misplaced stress made 

by the students is in the two-syllable mostly, and in the word class of Verb and 

Adjective. In the data of intonation, participants often experience errors in 

pronunciation of Falling intonation. That is because, some of them still cannot 

distinguish between sentences ending with punctuation. Where when the sentence 

ends with punctuation, the participant will mention it in the form of Rising 

Intonation, but it should be in Falling intonation. Some of them identified that, 
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sentences that end with punctuation, usually have a Rising intonation. That's what 

makes suprasegmental features very important to learn, especially in the stress and 

intonation section, because both of these are very important in speaking. 

 

From the explanation above, the writer considers that suprasegmental features is 

very important in speaking, especially when speaking foreign language.  

Furthermore the researcher suggest to the English students to pronounce English 

words as good as possible because the main aspect that influence pronunciation is 

intonation and stress 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



55 
 

Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia 
 

REFERENCES 

 

Algifari, MeidyYuhar. 2017. Analyzing students` Pronunciation of Word  Stress 

of IET 7 Students of Cambridge English College (CEC)Makassar. 

Universitas Islam Negeri Alauddin Makassar.  

 

Al-Sibai, Dina M. 2004.English Intonation: A Suprasegmental Aspect of the 

English Language. Retrieved June 06, 2012, from 

https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/5ec8/5a4ed18ef919f79dc3aa9629733f5fb

a9689.pdf 

 

Barribal, KL & Alison W. “Journal of Advanced Nursing”: Collecting Data Using 

a Semi-Structured Interview: a discussion paper, 19, 328-335.(1994). 

 

Brinton, J. Laurent and Brinton Donna.2010. The Linguistic Structure of Modern 

English.JohnBenjamins Publishing Company. 

 

Cech, Peter. 2001. Study of Suprasegmental Features. London: Stamford Bridge 

University Press. 

 

Clare. English Noun and Verb Syllable Stress. (https://www.english-at -

home.com/pronunciation/noun-and-verb-syllable-stress) 

Delongová, Miriam. 2013. Intonation Pattern Exspressing Politeness in English 

Requests and Commands and Their Cross-Language Perception.Olomouc: 

Filozofická fakulta Univerzity Palackého 

Fromkin, Victoria. 1997. An Introduction to Language. Canada: Harcourt Brace. 

 

Fromkin, Victoria. 2001. Linguistics: An Introduction to Linguistics Theory. New 

York: Blackwell Publishers, Ltd. 

 

Gilakjani, Abbas Pourhossein. “A Study on the Situation of Pronunciation in 

ESL/EFL Classrooms”, Journal of Studies in Education, 2011, vol. 1 no. 

1: E4 (9 December 2018) 

 

Gordon, Mattehew. A Phonological and Phonetic Study of Word-level stress in 

Chickasaw.University of California, Santa Barbara 

Hamad, Pakhsan I. 2018. Teaching Stress and Intonation from Students’ 

Perspective. Al-Fath Journal No 74. June 2016 

Intonation Pattern (https://www.learn-english-today.com/pronunciation-

stress/intonation.html acces on 16 May 2019) 

 

https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/5ec8/5a4ed18ef919f79dc3aa9629733f5fba9689.pdf
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/5ec8/5a4ed18ef919f79dc3aa9629733f5fba9689.pdf
https://www.learn-english-today.com/pronunciation-stress/intonation.html
https://www.learn-english-today.com/pronunciation-stress/intonation.html


56 
 

Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia 
 

Karjo, Clara Herlina. 2016. Accounting For L2 Learners’ Errors in Word Stress 

Placement. Indonesian Journal of Applied Linguistics, Vol 5 no 2, January 

2016. 

Karjo, Clara Herlina. Accounting for L2 Learners’ Errors in Word Stress 

Placement. UniversitasKatolikAtma Jaya, 2015. 

 

Mariana, SmitaSarapung, dkk. Improving Students’ Ability in Placing English 

Word Stress through Hand Gesture Technique, vol. 3 No. 1, 2015 

 

Stress and Intonation stress (https://www.learning-english-

online.net/pronunciation/stress-and-intonation/ (acces on 10 December 

2018)) 

 

Suprasegmental Features (http//www.segmental.com/php?id=325). Access on 10 

December 2018 

 

Weda, Sukardi. 2012  Interlanguage Phonology: Stress Shifts of English 

Utterances Made by Indonesian University Students. State University of 

Makassar. 

 

Word Stress (https://teflpedia.com/Word_stress) 

Zhang, Fachun and PengpengYin.“A Study of Pronunciation Problems of English 

Learners in China”, vol. 5 no. 6. (24 December 2015) 

 

 

https://www.learning-english-online.net/pronunciation/stress-and-intonation/
https://www.learning-english-online.net/pronunciation/stress-and-intonation/

