
Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia 

CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of Study 

“Literature (from the Latin litteraturae) means a writing that refers to fictional and 

imaginative writings such as poetry, prose fiction and drama” (Abrams, 2012: 203). 

In that case, the writer considers that literature as a collection of literary genres and 

texts that is expressed by certain idea. Further, Wellek and Warren (2005) divided 

literature into three. First, literature is everything which is written and formed. 

Second, literature only limited by great books and some of them are viewed because 

they have more literary expression. The last, literature is applied in literary works, 

means that literature is an imaginative work. Thus, based on the explanation, it can 

be said that literature is related to something in the written form such as books or 

script that contains imaginative work. However, Boggs et al in Gofur (2015: 10) 

stated that another variety of literary works in a new form of technology is emerged 

in the late nineteenth century is known as movie. Movie is also recognized as a 

unique and powerful art form on a part with painting, sculpture, music, literature 

and drama. 

Further, the writer notices that there are so many things that can be discussed in a 

literature. One of them is discussing about psychology. In discussing psychological 

issues, there are some topics that are interested to be analyzed, one of them is about 

ambition that is reflected in a story of literary work. In accordance, from many 

literary works that are telling about psychological issue, in this research, the writer 

is interested to analyze one of the famous literary works from the movie entitled 

The Boxtrolls (2014).  
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In this movie, the story tells about a small town named Cheesebridge (a town that 

reflects a Victorian era) where in this town there were lived creatures other than 

humans. People in the Cheesebridge called them as Boxtrolls. The Boxtrolls are 

known by the society as the creatures who like to kidnap both adults and children 

for their food supplies. However, that story was a lie told by the Boxtrolls 

exterminator, Archibald Snatcher and his allies or also known as the-men-with-red-

hat, in the fact actually the Boxtroll is a kind creatures that lives underground and 

only picks up the remains of unused items in the trash. Snatcher told the mayor, Sir 

Portley-Rind that Boxtrolls kidnapped one of the babies in town and ate the baby as 

their snack. As the result, the mayor wants every last Boxtrolls to be exterminated 

so that those creatures are not able to do any harm to anyone or taking any cheese 

in town. 

Hearing that request, Snatcher takes advantage from this situation. He does not need 

to be paid but he only wants “the white hat” instead. In the story, the white hat is 

truly a hat, however, people who wears this kind of hat means that he is not an 

ordinary person. Those who wears white hat can be categorized as aristocrat or 

nobleman, rich man or even someone who has important role in government. In that 

case, Snatcher does not want to lose this opportunity and his big ambition is 

reflected through his action by proving himself that he will exterminate every last 

Boxtrolls in town.  

In this story, Snatcher is categorized as the major antagonist. According to 

Burroway (2011: 3), antagonist is the enemy (villain) of main character, when it 

turns out to be the major antagonist, it means that this character also appears in 

almost each event of the story. Also, Greimas in Herbert (2011: 71) added that the 
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opponent (villain) of the story is the character who feels unhappy when hero obtain 

the goals or able to get rid of the obstacles that he made. 

According to Shaw and Walker (2015: 12), “ambition is a strong desire to do or to 

achieve something, typically requiring determination and hard work”. According to 

the explanation, it can be said that ambition is related to someone’s desire to achieve 

their purpose in gaining something. Meanwhile Saunders in Oktaviana (2014: 23) 

added that social status refers to different strata of social group which are thought 

to be arranged, one on top of the other, in various human societies. In other word, 

social status refers to strata of social group, where the thing that makes them 

different than other common society could be in their wealthy and peerage. And 

here the main antagonist, Snatcher is showing his ambition to get white hat and join 

the aristocrats into the tasting room (tasting a rare and expensive cheese) and not 

become a person with higher social status. 

The movie of The Boxtrolls later on also shows a different social status which makes 

the red hats and white hats completely in different level of wealthiness. Portley-

Rind and other noblemen who wear white hats are vividly seen as the wealthy 

people, meanwhile Snatcher and his accompanies who wear red hats are noticeable 

as the proletariat or the non-wealth men. 

The writer is interested to analyze the ambition of the major antagonist character of 

Archibald Snatcher in the movie since the only character that has the biggest 

ambition than any other characters in the movie. Also, this research is related to the 

psychoanalysis study and learning about psychoanalysis study means that the writer 

knows the way of how the major antagonist is thinking about how he motivates 

himself to get his ambition, whether it is positive or negative one. In addition, by 
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discussing about ambition in literature, the readers are able to know the 

characteristics of ambition that is possessed by someone, especially in the 

characters of a literary work. 

In addition, writer is interested to analyze how the ambition of achieving a higher 

social status is appear in the character of Snatcher and also ambition is something 

interesting to be discussed because every person must have ambition in their life to 

get higher level, and they will make efforts so that their ambitions could be 

achieved. 

 

1.2 Research Question 

Based on the background of study above, the writer formulates the research 

question as follow: 

How is Archibald Snatcher’s ambition described in The Boxtrolls movie? 

1.3 Research Objective 

Regarding to the research question, this research has purpose to describe the 

ambition of Archibald Snatcher as reflected in The Boxtrolls movie.  

 

1.4 Uses of Research 

The uses of this research divided into two parts: 

1.4.1 Theoretical use 

Theoretically, the writer hopes that this research is able to describe how the 

psychological approach is able to be used to reveal the description of ambition of 

the characters in literary works and hopefully this research can be used as one of 

the references for the next researcher who conducts the similar topic. 
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1.4.2 Practical Uses 

Hopefully, from this study is useful for the reader. From this study, the reader are 

expected to learn about human beings, their lives, problems, and also they can 

understand about literary work from different sides especially from the 

psychological aspects. Also, the writer hopes that by learning about ambition from 

the literary work, people are able to see the reflection both ambitions as good 

motivation and ambition as obsession. 

 

1.5 The Scope of Research 

There are so many topics that can be discussed in this movie, however, the writer 

limits the research so that this research only focuses in discussing the ambition of 

the major antagonist, Archibald Snatcher in The Boxtrolls movie by using the Freud 

theory (1949) about psychoanalysis. 


