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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of Study  

Afghanistan is very rugged in its topography and various ethnic, religious, 

and tribal groups sparsely populated. Afghanistan may be the only country in the 

world where during the last century kings and politicians have been made and 

undone by struggles relating to women’s status. Women’s status in Afghanistan 

was undermined and it becomes worse under the Taliban regime. (Khan, 2012:1). 

In August 2004, Post-Taliban era women are always at risk in present-day 

Afghanistan. According to many aid organizations, the freedoms are largely 

restricted to the capital of Kabul. Many women still fear of revenge so they wear 

the burqa (a long robe covering them from head to toe, except for a small mesh 

opening at the eyes) and choose to stay at home is better. 

According to the Revolutionary Association of the Women of Afghanistan 

(RAWA), an Afghan women's rights organization, incidents of rape and forced 

marriages of girls under 18 years old more increasing. RAWA says the Ministry 

of Women's Affairs has no legal jurisdiction and no power to implement any 

orders. The novel by Francesca Marciano entitled The End of Manners in 2008 

can be considered as the example to tell about the social issue, culture, and 

tradition in Afghanistan. In short, two characters are Maria Galante and Imo Glass 

on assignment in Afghanistan. Both of them are sent to war-torn Afghanistan circa 

2004 to report a story about young Afghan women try to suicide herself rather 

than get into arranged marriages and Imo would like to interview girls who try to 

suicide herself to avoid forced marriage to an older men. 
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This novel is an enthralling and meaningful story to tell the world about 

Afghanistan society. Afghanistan is felt more like a never-ending tunnel. 

(Marciano, 2008:16). At the time Afghanistan society is always at war and some 

conditions are crucial to be discussed such as  banned women from working, 

prohibited woman from leaving their homes unless escorted by a close male 

relative and many other, along the line of society over there is not good condition 

and environment especially for children and women. Women in Afghanistan are 

not an isolated institution, their fate is related to and determined by historical, 

political, social, economic and religious forces. 

By conducting this research, the writer wanted to bring a new sense to our 

society about the author’s point of view from this novel, sense of understanding 

about women right in Afghanistan, sense to understand that society must know 

Afghanistan closely and prove the worldview that has been thinking badly to 

Afghanistan. However, something cannot be understood when Afghan treat their 

women. The issues and the characters explored in this novel, the important issue 

that has a strong relation to the study is about forced marriage to an older man that 

appears in this novel. In addition, this novel tells that Afghanistan society is not 

always a negative issue, terrible condition of war, or an unpleasant image of the 

country. As the author mention in the novel, so much happy life, well-manner 

characterization, admirable and beautiful side instead of the dark side in 

Afghanistan society. As English Literature student, the writer wants to give big 

attention about the author’s view toward Afghanistan society especially in culture, 

tradition, and social condition in Afghanistan, because from those conditions the 

writer can reach the goals of research objectives, to reveal the author’s view 



3 

Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia 
 

toward Afghanistan society. Furthermore, the readers can take a moral message 

that reflects ideas about life, woman right, and the author’s view in Afghanistan to 

realize the real manner of Afghans. 

Equally important, literary works those written by the author’s point of 

view which is influenced by the author’s culture, education or religion, because 

the author is part of the source who gives the big contribution and influence the 

literary work. Where the author or literary man devote their imaginative idea from 

what happened in his or her environment. At the same time, literary men need a 

creative mind to make literary works more interesting. As the result, it can 

construct the story felt as an experience, not as an illustration.  

Accordingly, to conduct this research the writer applies genetic 

structuralism approach by Lucien Goldman in 1998. Genetic structuralism is the 

theory that not only considers the literature but also the author and historical fact 

when the literature is made. Goldman also said that analyzing a literature work 

using genetic structuralism means analyzing historically (Burns and Burn, 1973: 

111). This novel is very important to be discussed because the author expresses 

her view when she went to Afghanistan in 2004 to get material for a film script, 

this novel born out the real manners, the original manners, and the way of Afghan 

thinks based on the author’s view. In accordance, it takes the writer’s attention to 

do research about the novel especially on the author’s view toward Afghan 

society. 
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1.2 Research Question 

Based on the background of the study, the writer arranges the research question as 

follow: 

How is the author’s view toward Afghanistan society as portrayed in The End of 

Manners by Francesca Marciano? 

1.3 Research Objective 

Based on the research question, the writer gets a research objective of the study to 

reveal the author’s view toward Afghanistan society as portrayed in The End of 

Manners by Francesca Marciano. 

1.4 The Use of Study  

The result of this study is expected to be useful in several ways. This research 

involves two uses, theoretical use, and practical use. 

1.4.1Theoretical Use 

Theoretically, this study gives significance to understand genetic structuralism 

and provides more knowledge about the way the writer analyzes the author’s view 

toward Afghanistan society using genetic structuralism approach. This study may 

be expected to give the contribution to the study for the other researchers who are 

interested in doing analysis with the same topic and theory. 

1.4.2 Practical Use  

This study will make readers realize that one’s right is not always based on the 

law or the close-minded or belief and make them more aware that all people are 

born to be free and equal especially women in this world. This study gives 

significance to understand to realize not every issue in this world is appropriate 

with the real condition of the society and provides more knowledge about the 
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point of view toward Afghanistan society. Hopefully, this paper can be one of the 

other researcher’s references. 

1.5 Scope of study  

In this research, the scope of the research is limited to the analysis of the novel 

written by Francesca Marciano entitles The End of Manners. The focuses of this 

study are analyzing the author’s view toward Afghanistan society, it is about 

structural elements. The intrinsic elements, especially the main characters of the 

novel, they are Maria Galante, Imo Glass, Hanif, Roshana, Abdur Rahman, Malik, 

Zuleya, and Shirin. Since those characters have a big impact on the story in every 

flow of the story. Furthermore, the setting of the place is located in Kabul, 

Afghanistan. The Extrinsic elements that the writer analyzes are culture, tradition, 

social condition and the environment in Afghanistan as portrayed in The End of 

Manners.  To support this analysis the researcher use genetic structuralism from 

Lucien Goldman as the theory. 


