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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the Study  

Racism is the belief that certain groups are innately, biologically, socially, morality 

superior to other groups, based upon what is attributed to be their racial composition 

(Bowling & Phillips, 2002:21). Racism means a system of belief or doctrine that 

inherent biological differences in human races determine cultural or individual 

achievement, that a particular race is superior and has the right to regulate the 

others. 

 

Racism in America is closely related to white supermacy. White supermacy is an 

ideology that assumes that the white race is superior to other race (Smith, 2012). 

One of the things that led to anti-black racism going on in America because of the 

white race is the majority while the minority is the black race. This causes the white 

race  consider themselves superior to discriminate agains black, while black are the 

minority strive for independence and fight in order to get the same rights as white 

people, so a lot of the uprising. This makes the white race regard black race as 

immoral, could only revolting, stupid, and often violence. 

 

Campbell (2015) in his book Slavery in America, stated that slavery is condition in 

which one human being was owned by another. A slave was considered by law as 

property or chattel and was deprived of most of the rights ordinarily held by free 

person. Slavery already exists in 18th century, actually in Abraham Lincoln era. 
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The one of the things that led to a slavery in America is the development of the 

cotton industry is very large in the southern era. At the same time, the Industrial 

Revolution spawns a textile factory in a large scale, rapidly increasing demand for 

raw cotton. This led to them need more slaves for worked in the cotton company. 

Moreover, Foner and Mahoney (2008:10) stated that the lives of slaves are very 

sad, this is because every day they have to work hard from sunrise to sunset with 

low salaries and harsh treatment. For shelter, they must live in cabin made with 

simple materials and they eat with food that is different from their master. In 

addition, they may not learn to read and write and if they escape from the plantation 

they will get physical punishment.  

 

African American is an ethnic group in America. African Americans are people 

from Africa who live in America. Thio (2008:219) stated that African American 

concentrate in the South. They first came from Africa to North America as servants 

in 1619 and they became slaves who mostly lived in the South. They work on 

plantations; cotton, tobacco, or sugar-cane. Next, Lynch (2014) stated that African 

Americans are largely the descendants-people who were brought from their 

homelands by force to work in the New World. Foner (2006) also stated that 7.7 

million Africans are transported by the British colonizer to the New World between 

1492 and 1820. As the British’s transported colony, these people were not treated 

as well as normally human. They often became the victim of the practice of racism. 

Their rights were severely limited, and they were long denied a rightful share in the 

economic, social and political progress in United States.  
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In nineteenth century, a group of Black leaders met in Chiea go to discuss national 

goals and objectives. The Rev. Jesse Jackson, a prominent Black political figure, 

suggested that all Blacks be identified officially as African American. The 

discussion concerning use or designation of the term Black or African American 

poses no real dilemma. Depending on their application or intent, both terms are 

proper and correct. African American is appropriate if used to apply to Black 

citizens of the United States or North America. The term may also be applicable to 

blacks living in South America. The term black is universal in concept and is meant 

to include all Black people of African ancestry. Furthermore, the White American 

conceptualization of Blackness, the traditional term Negro. There is a growing 

resentment of the word "Negro", because this term is the invention of oppressor 

(Anderson & Stewart, 2007:50). 

 

The writer takes a novel entitled The Known World by Edward P. Jones to be 

analyzed. The novel was published in 2003 and took the setting in Virginia, the 

small city in America in the 19th century. The Known World tells of African 

American slave as inferior and master as superior. African American Slave is 

inferior because their skin color is black, besides their position as slaves. 

Meanwhile, masters are superior because they have white skin, and they are rich 

like having many slaves, plantations, and horses. However, in this novel there are 

also white people who are superior because of their social position like their 

position as patrol chairmen. The masters in this novel are William Robbins, Darcy 

and Skiffington as patrol chairmen who oversee every slave, and African American 

Slaves namely Augustus, Moses, Mann, Sadie, Fern, and Elias. African American 
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Slave received unfair treatment from white people, such as Moses who lived in a 

cabin with his wife and his son, they slept at a straw pallet, while their master 

William Robbins lived in a large house with good facilities. Then, Augustus, who 

was a slave from Robbins, was kidnapped and sold to white people on the road, and 

Mann, who was known to have a wife who could read and write, was reprimanded 

by Skiffington because the law forbade salve to get education. Next, Elias and Fern 

who received physical punishment from their master for escaping, Elias cut off his 

ear and fern got whipped. In addition, Sadie, a 40-year-old woman who died on the 

plantation due to starvation after fourteen hours of work. 

 

Edward P. Jones, the writer of this novel, was born in Washington D.C. and had 

graduated from University of Virginia. He lives in Arlington, Virginia, United State 

of America. He won the PEN/Hemingway Award and was a finalist for the National 

Book Award for his debut collection of short stories, Lost in the City (1992). A 

recipient of the Lannan Foundation Grant and Lannan Literary Award. Racism as 

one of social conflict in this novel is one famous  topic in the society which is talked 

many times by the people. Beside becomes the topic of discussion, the people can 

easily see and feel it in their environment, books and even in some works of 

literature. There are many people which are treated differently by the other people 

because of their skin color or race. 

 

Literature is a reflection of society. Through literature, an author reveals life 

problems that occur in a place within a certain period of time. Then, literature 

displays a picture of life, and life itself is a social reality. In this sense, life includes 
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inter-community relations; between society and person, between humans, and 

between events that occur. The approach to literature which considers social aspects 

is called literary sociology by using text analysis to find out its structure, then used 

to understand more deeply the social phenomena that are outside of literature 

(Wellek and Warren, 1956:120). The literature here is The Known Word which 

describes a phenomenon of racism in America in the 19th century which was played 

in characters. Racism itself is part of sociology because racism is one humanity 

phenomenon that occurs among society. Racism is a belief system that states that 

biological inherent differences in the human race determine cultural or individual 

achievements - that a particular race is superior and has the right to regulate another 

race. Racism is a factor in social discrimination, segregation and racial violence 

which causes social disintegration in ethnicity, cultural and racial groups (Thio, 

2008:228). Thus, the sociological literature connects the experiences of the 

characters in a novel with circumstances that are actual conditions that occur within 

a certain period of time. In hence, the approach used in this study is sociological 

literature. 

 

Eventually, the researcher is interested in analyzing The Known World novel due to 

the following reasons. First, The Known World (2003) is the first novel that became 

the winner of National Critic Circle Award 2003 and Pulitzer Prize 2004 for fiction. 

Second, The Known World (2003) is a novel that tells the lives of African American 

slaves in the 19th century to work on plantations. In addition, they received unfair 

treatment from their masters such as not being allowed to read and write, being 

punished if they ran away, working fourteen hours per day, and living with one 
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family in a cabin without adequate facilities. This is because their masters who are 

white consider them superior while they are inferior. Therefore, considering the 

explanation above, the researcher argues that this research is important to be 

analyzed since this is one of the popular narrative that has image of racism practice 

toward African American slave in America in nineteenth century. 

 

1.2 Research Question  

 

Based on the background of study, the writer arranges the research question into; 

what are the forms of racism experienced by the African American slave as 

portrayed in Edward P. Jones’s The Known World?  

 

1.3 Objective of the Research  

 

Based on the statement of core matter that has been arranged, the aim of this 

research is: To describe the forms of Racism experienced by the African American 

Slave as portrayed in Edward P. Jones’s The Known World. 

 

1.4 Use of the study 

By conducting this analysis, it is expected can give some advantages; 

 

1.4.1 Theoritical Use 

The writer hopes this analysis will enrich the reader’s knowledge. Generally, related 

to literary work and also the theory. Therefore, it will increase readers’s knowledge 

to comprehend about literature and become one of the references for the one who 
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attract to analyze novel especially for Edward P. Jones The Known World. 

Specifically, this analysis will give the information about racism based on the novel 

analyzed. Not only that, the forms of racism also could enrich reader’s 

understanding. 

 

1.4.2 Practical Use 

The writer expects that this analysis will give the useful thing toward someone 

where Edward P. Jones The Known World can describes something which is we 

live with other people who have difference of races, should be respect them don’t 

have a feeling we’re different. Especially, be careful in treating people of different 

races. That action we can see when we read of Edward P. Jones novel. 

 

1.5 Scope of the Study  

The scope of this study is about describing the forms of racism against the African 

American slave in Edward P. Jones The Known World at 19th century. The writer 

only focuses on analyzing the forms of racism; discrimination, and violence. 

Discrimination is divided into three parts, namely education discrimination, 

economic discrimination and segregation. Then, violence experienced was physical 

violence.  


